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RECENTLY RECEIVED a call from a reporter for Rolling Stone magazine. He was doing an arti- 
cle on catfighting (women vs. women) and was asking me to recall the days when we used 
to run a regular feature called Apartment House Wrestling in one of our magazines. It was a 
fun call. | got to reminisce a little about the brilliant Dan Shocket, the man who anonymously 
authored the stories. | recounted my short association with apartment wrestling, a rookie editor 
fresh out of college trying to write captions that | hoped would complement those amazing pieces 
of fiction, yet tripping over words that were never part of my vocabulary. 

| never gave much thought to the moral implications of what we were presenting each month 
in the now-defunct Sports Review Wrestling. \t was a little naughty, | figured at the time, but it 
was fun. | didn’t learn until years later that there were people in the wrestling business and fans 
that deeply resented our mixing “coverage” of apartment wrestling with that of the legit pro 
wrestling leagues. There was one promoter who was so put off by it (I won't mention his name, 
but he’s no longer with us) that while he wouldn’t go so far as to hurt himself by cutting off our 
access, he would not speak to Stanley Weston, our owner. But Stanley did not care. “Sex sells,” 
he said, and he was in this business to make money. 

“Controversy equals cash,” said Eric Bischoff recently as he introduced HLA to the next genera- 
tion of wrestling fans. | was shocked, which should not happen to a person who has covered this 
sport for 23 years and who once put the words “alabaster thighs” and “voluptuous breasts” in a 
caption describing an apartment match between Jacqueline and Magdalena (last names unknown). 
But shocked | was, and not in the way in which you could slide the word value after it to form 
“shock value.” This was the kind of shock that makes you embarrassed even when you're alone. 

McMahon's defense of such programming has always been threefold: 1) The subject matter is 
a reflection of real life; 2) As sports entertainment (emphasis intended), WWE has as much right 
to explore sexual themes as, say, MTV’s Undressed; 3) lf people find WWE programming to be 
offensive, they have the right to turn it off. 

As recently as last issue, | wrote in my column, “McMahon is expert at gauging public senti- 
ment.” In this one case |’d like to rescind that assessment. In trying to measure his customers’ 
response to HLA, Vince fell into a trap that he knows well enough to avoid: He mistook the reac- 
tion of a segment of his live audience for that of the masses. While a certain level of fan with a 
Lawler-like mentality went ga-ga for it, many were less than enthused. Without having taken a 
scientific poll, I've read enough commentary to know that many fans tolerated HLA because they 
love the rest of WWE's product so much; some kept watching with the hope that HLA would 
eventually fall by the wayside; others, I’m quite sure, flipped the show off, probably not to return 
until they sense that the coast is clear. 

| suspect that it might have been the same with Sports Review Wrestling all those years ago. 
Management felt that the images of two bikini-clad beauties waging war on a deep pile carpet 
perilously close to those deadly coffee table corners was a way of broadening our readership. 
What we'd find out is that we were reaching a brand-new audience, many of whom were not tra- 
ditional wrestling fans. After a few years, our new readers tired of apartment wrestling, and there 
weren’t enough true wrestling fans left to keep the magazine afloat. 

McMahon made a lot of money with his “Attitude” campaign of a few years back, but that 
era—along with a lot of the casual fans it attracted—is gone. By and large, it’s the traditional 
wrestling fans that remain, and HLA is not for them. Likewise, apartment wrestling had its day, 
but the ultimate cost was a viable title and the respect of many within the industry. WWE would 
be wise to learn from our mistakes. 
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THE STATE OF THE GAME 
WWE continues to have a virtual monopoly on the wrestling business 
in the U.S. today, but a company called NWA-TNA has risen to 
provide a little pay-per-view competition. The state of this game has 
changed quite a bit in the last year 


THE STATE OF RAW : 
For almost a full decade, Raw the Monday night program was WWE's 
flagship show. Some bad breaks, strange decisions, and a relatively 
thin roster have made Raw the weaker of the two WWE brands since 
the brand extension 


THE STATE OF SMACKDOWN 
Youth and athleticism are emphasized over comedy and talking here, 
and Paul Heyman (he’s not just Brock Lesnar’s agent!) deserves 
much of the credit for that. This brand's future looks as promising as 
its present. Raw has some catching up to do! 


THE STATE OF NWA-TNA 
The Jarrett family’s fledgling pay-per-view-only promotion has a 
credible NWA champion, an exciting and innovative X division, and a 
mix of some relative unknowns, a few veterans looking for one more 
chance, and plenty of crazy gimmicks for all. Can it survive ... and 
maybe even thrive? 


THE STATE OF THE INDEPENDENTS 
The last 12 months weren't especially kind to the McMahon family 
and the WWE monster. Yet there were some reasons to get excited if 
you were a fan of wrestling on a much smaller scale 


THE STATE OF INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 
In the past, the state of international wrestling was basically the 
equivalent of the state of wrestling in Mexico and Japan. Now there 
are Great Britain and Puerto Rico to seriously consider, too 


THE STATE OF THE STARS 
It’s always interesting to take a close look at some of the biggest 
names in the game, evaluate where they stand today, and try to 
figure out where they should and will go from here 


THE STATE OF THE ART 
Hardcore is definitely out in WWE, and that’s probably a good thing. 
But while other promotions pushed smaller, more athletic stars as 
much as ever in 2002, Vince McMahon put a stronger emphasis on 
size again. Was that a good thing? 


THE STATE OF THE BUSINESS 
The financial numbers don't paint a very pretty picture if you're a 
WWE accountant, but the good news is that the company is still 
profitable. Obviously, the healthier WWE is, the healthier the 
business as a whole is bound to be 


THE STATE OF THE FUTURE 
Is the “Attitude” era over in WWE? Can NWA-TNA keep going? Is 
there something to be learned from the Ring of Honor business 
model? Is there a new big concept out there somewhere? These are 
the kinds of questions that need to be addressed in the next 12 months 
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3 FROM THE DESK OF... Stu Saks 
Was AHW the forerunner of HLA? 
§} BEFORE THE BELL 
An in-depth look at a very interesting book about Vince 
McMahon and WWE 
2 RINGSIDE with Will Welsh 
All the latest and hottest news in wrestling can be found here 
14 INFOCUS by Dave Lenker 
Thoughts on WWE title unifications, an Orton-Rock 
connection, Lawler, and more 
16 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 
Our resident “Queen” takes the time to answer her mail 
18 MREW-CUTS by Frank Krewda 
Some general observations from a man who has been doing 
a lot of observing of late 
G§ THEBUSINESS PAGE by Harry Burkett 
The big business stories of the month, WWE stockwatch, and more 
72 THE STEEL CAGE by Liz Hunter 
The different philosophies of Raw and Smackdown, 
remembering Rocco, and more 
74 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett 
Observations of and opinions on XPW’s first East Coast show 
7G THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER by Dan Murphy 
Could Greco-Roman or freestyle wrestling be eliminated from 
the Olympics? : 
7§ THE WRESTLING ANALYST 
This month we examine everyone's favorite cruiserweight 
redneck, Jamie Noble 
| $4 FORTHE GUYS 
Wouldn't any guy like to get to know the vivacious Victoria a 
little better? 
QF FOR THE LADIES 
Ric Flair just keeps getting better with age (well, in some respects) 
§G THROUGH THE YEARS: THE SHANE DOUGLAS FILES 
Fifteen years ago, he was a mild-mannered, clean-cut blond kid 
§§ THEJAPAN REPORT by Mike Spillane 
The latest news from the Far East < 
§Q THE MEXICO REPORT by Mike Spillane 
What's been happening south of the border 
Q2 ARENA REPORTS 
Key match results from around the world, plus our “Spotlight” card 
9§ PWiIcLAssic ) 
We relive the great Halloween Havoc hoax in the February 
1997 issue of The Wrestler 
104 BETWEEN FALLS - 
Kidman: Next HHH?:; No More Negativity!; Dam That “500”! 
108 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The mat sport's most respected rankings 
110 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
We try to make some sense of those respected rankings 
712 ORAWING BLOOD 
| The unusual perspective of cartoonist “Mr. J” Jason Conlan 


114 WOW! CHECK OUT THIS SHOT! 


A submission hold that you have to see to believe 





THE REAL SCOOP ON WINCE 


If you were to see Sex, Lies, And Headlocks: The Real 
Story Of Vince McMahon And The World Wrestling Feder- 
ation (Crown Publishers, 263 pages, hardcover, $24) at your 
local bookstore, you’d probably assume it was an anti-Vince 
book without even bothering to read the jacket notes. The 
cover image of McMahon looking like a Colorform stick-on 
toy would lead you to think that if author Shaun Assael was 
going to allow McMahon to look silly on the cover, he and co- 
author Mike Mooneyham weren’t going to be very kind to 
him on the inside, either. 

They weren't. But they were 
fair. Assael, who worked on the 
project for more than four years 
between assignments for ESPN: 
The Magazine, was not out to get 
McMahon. He was out to get the : 
McMahon story. 

Assael acknowledges that he 
did not receive any cooperation 
from McMahon, but that wasn’t 
necessarily because the WWE 
chairman anticipated a hatchet job 
from a writer who had virtually no 
prior knowledge of the subject mat- 
ter and no political agenda. The fact 
that McMahon stymied the authors 
will help further the myth that Vince 
was afraid of the book, which should 
only help sales. In truth, the only thing 
Vince was afraid of was Assael’s 
book taking some of the luster off his 
own hotly anticipated—but as yet un- 
written—autobiography. 

Sex, Lies, And Headlocks will obvi- 
ously not have the benefit of the WWE marketing machine to 
achieve Foley-like sales, but it is nevertheless a must-read for 
all those who can’t get enough inside information about what 
drives the game’s power brokers, 

The early chapters of the book brilliantly weave together 
the story of Vince McMahon, from his childhood in North 
Carolina, where he was raised by his mother and hated stepfa- 
ther, to his reunion with his real father (Vince McMahon Sr.), 
to his early days as a promoter desperately trying to win the 
confidence of his dad, and finally to the day he deftly pulled 
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together the deal that made the WWF his. The book then 
moves into McMahon's bold gamble to reshape the wrestling 
landscape by contemptuously rejecting the notion that promot- 
ers were compelled to adhere to a gentlemen’s agreement that 
they were not to expand beyond their backyards. 

As we know by now, there are few gentlemen in this busi- 
ness. And the WWP’s war with NWA/WCW (the premise of 
Assael’s project until it morphed into “The Real Story” of 

someone who was still relevant at the time 
the book was ready for release) was for 
me the most intriguing part of the book. 
To truly explain what happened be- 
tween June 1982 (when Vince Jr. pur- 
chased the company and the war began) 
and March 2001 (when Vince purchased 
his last remaining rival and the war was 
over), Assael takes the reader back to the 
early days of Ted Turner and his first 
association with wrestling. He gives us 
a factual basis for the very real feud 
between Turner and Vince Jr. He ex- 
plains in detail how close McMahon 
came to controlling the business (long 
before 2001) and how close he came 
to losing not only his beloved compa- 
ny, but his very freedom. 

Much of what is written in SL&H 
is not new. (One glaring exception, 
for me at least: I was always under 
the impression that Eric Bischoff 
came up with the idea of running a 
prime time wrestling show— 
Nitro—opposite Raw and used his 

ouile and salesmanship to convince Turner that it was a risk 
TBS had to take. According to the book, Bischoff went into 
his meeting with Turner with an entirely different agenda, and 
it was Ted who actually suggested Nitro). The beauty of the 
book is the manner in which Assael and Mooneyham recon- 
struct the complicated story, interweaving subplots on both 
key and fringe players along the way. 

There are some negatives, such as the fact that Wrestling 
Observer Newsletter’s Dave Meltzer was not credited (nor 
paid) as a co-author when his years of work was sourced for a 
major chunk of historical reference and commentary, there are 





some glaring factual errors that can’t help but hurt the book’s 
credibility, and there is the curious omission of Kip Frey, who 
ran WCW briefly between the Jim Herd and Bill Watts 
regimes. But my biggest complaint with SL&A is the way it 
ends. Assael might have thought he caught a break when the 
WWE bought WCW in 2001, seemingly giving his story a 
definitive finishing point. But the ramifications of WWE’s 
newfound status as a virtual monopoly are still being felt and 








After months of pouring over letter after letter and e- 
mail after e-mail that inundated our offices in scenic 
Ambler, Pennsylvania, it’s finally time to rename “The 
Stupid Files.” The task was long and arduous, and to say 
that we came to our decision easily would be an out-and- 
out lie. It’s one of the toughest decisions that we’ve ever 
had to make at PWI, but we feel that the end result will be 
favorably remembered, such as when we 
ranked Dean Malenko as the number-one 
man in the 1997 “PWIJ 3500.” | 

There were plenty of strong contenders, 
such as “Vince Russo Lives” (which really | 
cracked us up), “Whatsupwiddat?” (a trib-_| 
ute to The Hurricane, no doubt), ‘Whatcha | 
talkin’ *bout, Willis?” (a tribute to PWI Sen- 
ior Writer Will Welsh or a tribute to former 
child star Gary Coleman, neither of whom | 
deserves to be immortalized in this fine mag- 
azine), and Funky Monkey Butt News (an 
apparent tribute to something that we've | 
never heard of and don’t care to be privy to.) 

SO, in the end, after considering each and | 
every entry submitted, we decided upon ... 
“The Stupid Files.” 

Thanks to all who participated and want- 
ed to see the name changed to something else, but consid- 
ering that we received hundreds of votes to keep “The 
Stupid Files” name intact—and the fact that the contest 
was sponsored by something called ‘“*The Stupid Files’— 
don’t you think such a non-ending is completely fitting? 
Now, on with the big, juicy column. 

It’s time for WWE to start telling its developmental tal- 
ents to stay away from the tattoo parlors. With Brock 
Lesnar, Batista, and even all-American Randy Orton 
sporting some serious ink, the look is starting to become 


WE HEARD THAT! 


“The one major hole that we saw in the wrestling business 
was that there was nobody out there who was just presenting 
great wrestling, wrestling with winners and losers, athletic 
wrestling where it wasn’t being billed as sports entertainment. 


We wanted to do wrestling as a sport because nobody else 
was doing it, and the talent out there is just tremendous.” 








will be for a long time to come. I want to read more. [ guess 
that’s not a negative after all. 
Five suplexes out of five. 


—Stu Saks 
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passe. Less is definitely starting to become more in that 
department. Perry Saturn ts actually beginning to look 
normal ... By the time you read this, Tommy Dreamer 
will have gotten married to Teresa Hayes, who was Beulah 
McGillicutty in ECW. Here’s hoping Raven didn’t wreck 
their honeymoon. He’s a very sad, bitter man. 

Ray “Big Bossman” Traylor is now working as a 
WWE developmental instructor. Gotta teach those young 
guys how to work the nightstick properly ... Mexico’s 
AAA promotion recently ran a pay-per-view 
without advertising it. Maybe AAA officials 
are looking to cross-promote their product 
with NWA-TNA, where officials have seem- 
ingly been working with an absentee adver- 
tising budget for months now ... Is it just us, 
or does Victoria bear a remarkable resem- 
blance not only to actress Fran Drescher (as 
Frank Krewda points out in “Krew-Cuts” 
on page 18) but also to Joanie Laurer 
(Chyna)? It’s almost uncanny. If she winds 
up at the side of Triple-H, we'll know some- 
thing is fishy. 

In the November 2002 issue of PWI, ““The 
| Stupid Files” took Major League Wrestling, 
a new Northeast indy group, to task for run- 
| ning a storyline that saw Shane Douglas 
attempt to throw down its heavyweight title 
only minutes after winning it in a tournament—at the 
company’s first show no less! Not to say that we told you 
so, but MLW officials recently had to strip the XPW-con- 
tracted Douglas of the title because he refused to appear at 
the promotion’s September show. Go figure ... On a 
recent episode of Beat The Geeks, a trivia game show on 
Comedy Central, a contestant said that his geekiest 
moment occurred when he left college so that he could fol- 
low WWE up and down the East Coast. That’s not 
geeky—that’s downright asinine! 


—Ring of Honor booker Gabe Sapolsky, in an interview 
with the Pro Wrestling Torch 


“T hate her.” 

—Shane Douglas, discussing Francine, his former 
head cheerleader in ECW, during an interview on 
www.chairshots.com 

(Continued on page 10) 
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“I thought it was terrible, and I would tell Vince [Mc- 
Mahon] to his face that I thought it was a very WCW-type 
move. I hate stuff like that. It’s a lack of logic that really both- 
ers me.” 
—Chris Jericho, discussing the decision to award Triple-H 
the Raw championship, in an interview on Between The Ropes | at PWI ? Here’s yi chance ‘i aur cic ai kN This om 
a photo of Ric Flair staring and reaching ae me a 
“Even when we were in Atlanta and doing well, we always | heavens (or at least the rafter ; of the building) needs aa 
thought that [WWE] was the show. We | cae concise, and downright uproarious elas 3 . 
knew the show would always rebound, and it | link you’re up to the task, e-mail seer Sie, 
will again.” ae uh s to PWI Focus@aol.com, or slap a sta’ 
| —Kevin Nash, in an interview on his envelope. and snail-mail it to “Caption Me el » Box 3 
| Web site, www.kevinbigsexynash.com 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. Three months — s 
| from now, we’ll share with you the best of the os 
“I’m very comfortable with what I’m bane ane iit funnier the anes : 
doing. I enjoy it. As ’'m talking to you, 7 
I’m compiling a database for Michael 
Cole on all the Smackdown superstars. I 
i) think that sort of thing is cool.” 
| —Original Tough Enough finalist Josh 
Matthews, who was recently hired by 
WWE as an office worker (and likely a 
future broadcaster) and seems to have given up hope of a 
career inside the ring, in an interview on wwe.com 


“I was actually a slave to drugs. I woke up every day hav- 
ing to do something, and that’s just slavery, that’s bondage.” 

—B.G., James (the former Road Dogg), in an interview on 
nwatna.com 


“T hope not. I hate that son of a bitch.” 

—Hulk Hogan, on whether “Macho Man” Randy Savage 
would be returning to WWE, in an interview on the Bubba the 
Love Sponge’s radio show 





OCTOBER'S BEST | a 


“Hey, Arnold, bra and panties ... bra and panties!” ernagel? Spitsinlawler? Schlitzenberger? Snozzle- 
—Gr8OneNStkn@aol.com bugger?” 


a | 





—Patrick Schmitt, Faribault, MN 
“Don’t tell anybody, but Triple-H is going to win.” 
—StknRedHairedBoi@aol.com “TI don’t know about you, Arnold, but The Rock was 
right. Michael Cole, you do look like a member of ’N 
“How do you pronounce his last name again? Switz- Sync!” 
—T.J. Farias, Plymouth, IN 


“You're right, ‘King,’ you can see straight through!” 
—Leiff MacPolk, macpolk@mail.ev1.net 


**Vy do you vant to play vith my vife’s puppies, Herr 
Lawler? Ve don’t haff any dogs ...” 
—Robert Payes, Parsippany, NJ 


Jerry: “I don’t know, Arnold, it might be a tumor.” 
Arnold: “It’s not a tumor!” 
—Michael Donato, Bohemia, NY 
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view, Raw champion Triple-H 
defeated Rob Van Dam with 
the help of special referee Ric Flair 
in the Raw main event. The Smack- 
down main event saw champion 
Brock Lesnar and his opponent for 


the evening, The Undertaker, wres- 
Tit tle to a double-disqualification after 
20 hard-fought minutes. 
Th a en The finish of both matches gives 
een: tales __THIgoItv a good indication of where WWE 
thinks it is and where it hopes to be 
in the near future. 

In the case of Triple-H vs. RVD, 
Triple-H not only got the win, he also 
acquired the services of Flair, the 
most respected wrestler on the 
WWE roster. That put Helmsley atop 
the WWE heap and cemented his 
position as Vince McMahon’s fav- 
orite go-to guy in times of trouble. 
There is no one that McMahon trusts 
more at the top of the card. With 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin and 
The Rock now MIA from WWE TV, 
and with Flair by his side, Helmsley 
has never been more powerful. No 
one is likely to supplant his number- 
one position anytime soon, even if 
Raw is getting heavily criticized by 
many who believe it should be 
renamed The Triple-H Show. 

As for Van Dam, he was sent 
back down to the mid-card ranks 
after the loss while Triple-H pursued 
feuds with Buh Buh Ray Dudley 
and Kane. Apparently WWE isn't 
completely confident that RVD, the 
number-one man in this year’s “PW/ 
500,” is ready to carry a promotion, 
despite his overall popularity. I’m not 
sure what WWE officials are waiting 
to see from RVD—maybe some 
more ability on the microphone—but 
at the moment, it’s pretty obvious 
that they only view him as a part- 

‘ mM timer in the top tier. 
z - The result of the Smackdown 
main event also told an interesting 
ef = tale. Before Unforgiven, it had been 
fy > f Mi) aRe eee mueesmciem §€§ nearly four years since a WWE pay- 


A: THE UNFORGIVEN pay-per- 














than he had been on the Raw side of . ee . 
“VIE nout 
WWE when he gained Ric Flair as an ally per-view main event ended witho 


Pe LMmLCMiniC eu 4 a real winner named. The last time 
Game’s” mateh with Rob Van Dam at was at 1998’s Judgment Day, as 
Unforgiven left a lot of people scratching Undertaker and Kane wrestled to a 


their heads, especially given the state of 
the Raw brand aa 4 no-contest when Steve Austin, act- 
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ing as the special guest referee, 
made a three-count on both men 
when they were laying on the mat 
and announced himself as the win- 
ner. A lot of people liked that ending. 
Judging from all the booing and 
throwing of trash at the end of 
Unforgiven, not many appreciated 
the non-finish to Undertaker-Lesnar. 

Four years is a very long time for 
WWE to end a pay-per-view without 
using a no-decision finish, which 
makes you think that maybe WWE 
officials employ it only in times of 
extreme need. 

Why this particular period is a time 
of extreme need is hard to say. WWE 
has the ability to hire (and fire) nearly 
anyone it desires right now, and as 
the stronger of the two WWE branas, 
smackdown has more than just one 
top tier star with a bunch of unproven 
guys underneath. In fact, I'd say the 
Smackdown roster is actually quite 
deep. Chris Benoit, Kurt Angle, 
Edge, and Eddie Guerrero have 
been holding down mid-card spots for 
months now and producing great 
match after great match, and it’s hard 





to believe that one loss could have 
hurt Undertaker's stature so greatly. 

After some thought, however, 
maybe WWE's decisions to keep 
both The Undertaker and Triple-H 
strong (and in “The Game’s” case, 
even strengthen him with Flair) are 
easily explained. Austin’s home. 
Rock’s in Hollywood. Hulk Hogan 
doesn't even know if he'll be used 
again. Kevin Nash is rehabbing a 
quadriceps tear and won't be back 
until January at the earliest. That's 
four men WWE doesn't have around 
to help make new stars, four men 
who aren't available to give a rub to 
those who need it. 

Maybe the Unforgiven matches 
ended the way they did because 
that’s the only way they could have 
ended; to end them any other way 
would have weakened both rosters. 
WWE officials must feel hesitant to 
pull the trigger on storylines that 
would jeopardize the status of any of 
the company’s top stars. 

Of course, that’s just one theory— 
one that | haven't completely bought 
into. The Unforgiven pay-per-view 

had the opportunity to strengthen 
one rising star's luster (Lesnar) and 
create a new star who could have 
freshened up the top tier if given the 
chance (Van Dam). Neither hap- 
pened, which can only mean that 
WWE still looks toward its future by 
staring into the rearview mirror. 
Professional wrestling has lost 
yet another star much sooner than 
it should have. Ted Petty, who 
wrestled as “Flyboy” Rocco Rock 
and changed the landscape of pro- 
fessional wrestling as one-half of 
Public Enemy with Johnny 
Grunge, died on September 21 
while en route from one independent 
show in New Jersey (on which he 
wrestled Devon Storm) to another 
in Philadelphia (on which he was 
supposed to challenge Gary 
Wolfe). He was only 49 years old. 


The Undertaker can now say he was 
involved in the last two WWE pay-per- 
view main events that didn’t have defini- 
tive endings. That's not necessarily a 
good thing. He wrestled Brock Lesnar to 
a double-DQ at Unforgiven, another fin- 
ish that was perplexing. 





To Rocco Rock, a full can of beer was al- 
ways as good a weapon as any! Ted 
Petty-the real man behind the Rocco 
Rock character—was a key figure in the 
rise of ECW in the 1990s. He went on to 
work in WCW and the WWF. But there 
was a lot more to this man than just his 
hardcore brawling skills. Petty died at age 
49 in September. 


Though no definitive cause of death 
had been announced as of press 
time, Petty was believed to have 
died from a massive heart attack. 

Petty began his career wrestling 
as the high-flying Cheetah Kid, but 
he didn’t achieve real success until 
he began wrestling with Grunge as 
Public Enemy in ECW more than 15 
years after his pro debut. They cap- 
tured their first ECW tag team title in 
March 1994, defeating Kevin Sul- 
livan and Tasmaniac (Tazz), and 
they would go on to win three more 
before leaving the promotion for 
WCW (where they were World tag 
team champions for all of a week) 
and, later, the WWF. 

Petty’s real legacy, however, won't 
be found in the title history section of 
the PWI Almanac. Along with Grunge, 
Petty was an early ECW cornerstone 
and revolutionized hardcore wres- 
tling, paving the way for teams like 
The Dudley Boyz. Without Public 
Enemy putting opponents through 
two- and three-high table stacks at 
the ECW Arena and later on WCW’s 

(Continued on page 82) 
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QUICK HITTERS 


Quick hitters ... random thoughts 
... this ‘n’ that ... call this column 
what you like. Just be prepared to be 
hit with thoughts, opinions, observa- 
tions, and some other stuff on a num- 


_ = = __ 








The unification of the Intercontinental and WCW U.S. titles 





ber of topics. Let’s move... 

Unifications on top of unifica- 
tions. | wasn’t surprised in the least 
to hear Eric Bischoff announce the 
signing of a winner-take-all Raw 
champion vs. Intercontinental cham- 
pion match for No Mercy. Since 
WWE decided to make 
the undisputed title 
disputed once again 
and create champion- 
ships for both brands, 
the Intercontinental 
title became superflu- 
ous. But for all of you 
out there who think 
the championship belt 
held by Triple-H at 
press time was made 
| to look virtually worth- 
less since it was hand- 
ed to him, at least con- 
sider this: 

Edge beat Test at 
last year’s Survivor 
series to unify his 
WCW U.S. title with 
the |I-C belt held by 
Test. Edge was called 
j the Intercontinental 
| champ at that point. 
On July 22 of this year, 
reigning I-C champ 
Rob Van Dam pinned 
European champ Jeff 
Hardy to unify those 
two titles as the I-C 
} championship. Exactly 
35 days later, RVD 
pinned Tommy Dream- 
er to unify the I-C title 


in a match between Edge and Test at last year’s Survivor with the hardcore title. 


series was a fairly big deal. Little did anyone know that it 
would be the first of four unification matches involving the 


I-C title in 11 months, though. 
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And at No Mercy, the 
I-C title was to be re- 


tired after 23 glorious years in a 
match to unify it with what we at PW/ 
call the Raw title. So that Raw title is 
actually five titles merged into one. 
Gotta be worth something. But I’m 
still not buying into the connection to 
great NWA champions from the past. 

The Ross files. This quote from 
good ol’ J.R. in the September 27 
“Ross Report” on wwe.com: “Stasiak, 
in particular, has potential and will 
hopefully head to Japan for more 
seasoning and a different learning 
environment.” He wrote that after an- 
nouncing the release of Stasiak, Hor- 
ace Hogan, and Mike Awesome from 
their WWE contracts. | promised my- 
self | wouldn't launch into anymore ti- 
rades about the misuse of Mike Awe- 
some, but if I'm Jerry or Jeff Jarrett, 
’m looking for someone who has 
Awesome’s phone number. Stasiak, 
on the other hand, would be welcome 
to show up and work a dark match at 
next week’s NWA-TNA pay-per-view. 

Kudos to “The King.” Nice to 
hear that Jerry Lawler has finally 
toned down his hormonally charged 
commentary on Raw. The infamous 
HLA segment was creepy enough on 
its own. When you added in Eric 
Bischoff's disturbing grope-by-grope 
commentary in the ring and Lawler’s 
panting throughout that ugly night, it 
became squirming-in-your-chair un- 
comfortable. | never understood how 
a fiftysomething man who's been 
married several times (and to beauti- 
ful women) could get so excited just 
from seeing any WWE diva with a 
piece of her top siightly torn. And | 
don't think | want to understand. But 
Lawler has been noticeably re- 
strained since HLA. It's nice to hear 
him focus on the matches and the 
wrestlers in front of him. I'm sure J.R. 


would agree. 
Hey, it worked five years ago 
with that other guy ... | found it curi- 


ous that WWE had J.R. step away 
from the broadcasters’ table on haw 
for a few minutes in September to an- 
nounce in mid-ring the much bigger- 
than-huge defection to the Raw 
brand of ... Randy Orton? The Hur- 
ricane’s defection that same night 
seemed bigger to me. Randy Orton? 


The suddenly all-but-forgotten 
John Cena would have been a 
bigger name. Randy Orton? 
Then | watched him slapping 
ringside fans’ hands and using 
a graceful Rick Steamboat-in- 
1985-like flying bodypress as a 
finisher. And saluting the crowd 
after his wins. 

The clincher was the cheesy 
video montage of his famous 
grandfather (Bob Orton Sr.), 
father (“Cowboy” Bob Orton 
Jr.), and him in action. “The 
business is in his blood,” we 
were reminded. Yep, this is the 
Rocky Maivia school of creat- 
ing a superstar. We know what 
happened when young, clean- 
cut, energetic, 1980s-style 
Rocky Maivia was shoved | 
down our throats as a third- 
generation, can't-miss blue- 
chipper half a decade ago. 
People regurgitated all that gar- 
bage in a hurry, rejected poor 
Rocky, and all but forced him 
into a heel role. He was so 
good as a heel that everyone 
went on to accept him as The 
Rock, a cool, trash-talking 
Generation X babyface. Prob- 
lem is, none of that was part of 
a grand plan back then (what 
made it special was that it just 
kind of happened on its own), 
and it appears to me that this 
is. Anyone remember all those 
WWE attempts to create a next 
Hulk Hogan in the 1980s and 
early-1990s? Not a single one 
of those attempts worked. | don’t 
think this will, either. 

Quicker hitters. You'd think that 
after having been out of the national 
spotlight for so long, B.G. James 
(Road Dogg) would have come up 
with new mannerisms to replace the 
ones that weren't even cool the last 
time we saw him in WWE. You'd also 
think he’d have had ample time to 
come up with a decent ring name to 
use in NWA-TNA. You’d think wrong 
on both accounts ... Why are so 
many WWE wrestlers so anxious to 
get involved in matches with “kiss- 
my-ass” stipulations? What's the 


upside? ... If Nidia has a Trish Strat- 
us-like desire to become a great wres- 
tler, she could someday be WWE’s 
most valuable female performer. Her 
trailer park trash routine just keeps 
getting more entertaining ... The 
solid recent performances of Tough 
Enough alumni Nidia and Christo- 
pher Nowinski proves that the Tough 
Enough process works, but also that 
even the best performers from that 
show need to put in a /ot of time 
either in OVW (Nidia) or on the inde- 
pendent circuit before they get their 
chance on WWE TV. Of course 
Jackie Gayda might have had a hand 
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It looks as if WWE is trying to make 
a star out of Randy Orton in 2002 
(left) in the same way it inadvertently 
made young Rocky Maivia a star in 
1997 (above). That won't be easy. 





in proving that theory, too. | do 
hope that WWE gives her 
another chance once she logs 
| enough time in OVW ... Re- 
portedly under consideration at 
press time was the creation of 
a Smackdown-only tag team 
championship. Last | checked, 
there were barely enough 
teams for one decent division in 
WWE ... Ring of Honor contin- 
ues to earn praise from those 
who follow its shows. For those 
who favor hard-hitting, stiff 
wrestling that’s light on gim- 
mickry and heavy on long matches, 
it's the indy promotion to check out. 
One simple thing that makes Ring of 
Honor stand out is its name. There 
aren't many promotions out there 
whose initials don’t end in “A” (as in 
Association or Alliance), “F” (Federa- 
tion), or “C-W” (Championship Wres- 
tling). Even if you Know nothing about 
the company, the name Ring of Hon- 
or is bound to elicit some curiosity. 
(Have a comment or question 
about “In Focus” or anything else 
you see in PWI? You can contact 
Dave Lenker via e-mail at 
PWI/Focus@aol.com.) 0 


4 FEBRUARY/2003 a 19 





(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 
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Dear Brandi, 

First, I must say “Off The Top Rope” 
is one of the best, if not the best, articles 
in PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED! Why? 
Well, simply because you tell all those 
“smart” wrestling fans just how it 1s. PW/ 
readers try to criticize you, but you just 
strike back harder. PW/ readers also 
comment on your looks, but I’m willing 
to believe you are a very lovely woman. 
So instead of criticizing your article, | 
would like to ask you a few questions in 
hopes of catching your reply in a future 
PWI. I would also like to make a few 
suggestions to you. First, my questions: 

Who are your top three favorite 
wrestlers? 

What is your all-time favorite 
wrestling match? 

What would you do to improve 
WWE? 

Now, my suggestion: It isn’t for your 
article, because that can't really be 1m- 
proved upon. No, my suggestion 1s for 
the “PW 500.” I think you should do the 
best thing and make Chris Jericho num- 
ber one. I don’t think [ need to say more 
than “Living Legend,” not to mention he 
was the first WWE undisputed champi- 
on. Besides, him being number one may 
make WWE open their eyes and utilize 
Jericho for his full talent. Well, Brandi, 
that’s all from me. Think about it. 

JEREMY SAMPLES 
rockpcp@ hotmail.com 
Dear Jeremy, 

I bet you thought you had me 
there. Trying to kiss up early in the 
letter with the hopes that I wouldn’t 
notice that you’re a Jerichoholic. 
Sorry, but your breath reeks of Y2J. 





For your questions, my favorite 
wrestlers (historically) are Gino 
Hernandez, Ultimo Dragon, and 
Bret Hart. My favorite match series 
of all-time would be the Fantastics- 
Sheepherders barbed-wire matches 
from the mid-1980s. What I'd do to 
improve WWE is can 50 percent of 
the roster regardless of how nice they 
are and any front office suit who 
played an integral part in killing any 
major promotion (*ahem* Paul 
Heyman). 

Now, as for your ludicrous Chris 
Jericho suggestion, I’m sure you’ve 
already seen the “PWI 500,” so you 
know that Rob Van Dam is number 
one this year. Jericho’s accomplish- 
ments, while mighty for a short guy, 
just weren’t enough to force us to 
give him the top spot. Besides, if his 
natural talent can’t open the eyes of 
the WWE suits, being number one in 
the “PWIJ 500” sure won’t. Just ask 
Dean Malenko. 


Dean Malenko was the superlative wrestler 
when he was active, but despite his over- 
whelming talent, he never won a world title 
or a regular main-event slot. lf this legend 
couldn't cut it on the top level, what makes 
anyone think Chris Jericho can? 


Hi Brandi, 

I just wanted to write you a letter re- 
garding something I saw recently. I caved 
in, and for the hell of it I spent the $9.95 
for one of the pay-per-view wrestling 
shows that included Jeff Jarrett, as well as 
some other wrestlers. My question is this: 
What kind of idiot pieced this crap to- 
gether? I found myself actually falling 
asleep watching this tripe! Jeff Jarrett, in 
my opinion, is lame. Having him as a 
headliner strikes me as a death cry for any 
wrestling federation. The guy is boring. 
This is the same lame jerk who took part 
in a homemakers match with Chyna, and 
then that stupid little “slapnuts” thing. Jeff 
Jarrett should not be wrestling in a federa- 
tion. I think he should be working the 
throw-a-dart-and-pop-the-balloon booths 
at a carnival. Needless to say, I will not be 
ordering any more of those lame PPV 
events. They either need to get some bet- 
ter talent, or have Jarrett dress in a clown 
suit. Jarrett as a ““Boink’’-type character 
would be preferable to anything he’s done 
as of yet. 

Have a nice day! 

ROYST 
roadroyst@ juno.com 
Hi Royst, 

Maybe you forgot that NWA-TNA is 
bankrolled by the Jarrett family. The 
Jarretts were instrumental in the glory 
days of the old Memphis territory, and 
NWA-TNA< is their grand experiment 
for today. Every other startup promo- 
tion that jumped to pay-per-view failed 
miserably. The Jarretts are taking a big 
chance. So far, they are doing modestly 
well, even if you don’t like their product. 
It’s letters like yours, though, that make 
me wonder about today’s fans. Every- 
one complains about the lack of alterna- 
tive products and expresses a desire to 
see “‘go0d, old-school wrestling”’ again 
along with undiscovered wrestlers, yet 
when it’s presented to average fans, they 
criticize it for being too bland or bush 
league. It makes me question whether 
you’re a true fan of the sport. 


Brandi, 

Why does NWA have a heavyweight 
title now, but there used to be an NWA 
World champ? 

JAMES SCOTT 
quietstorm777@earthlink.net 


James, 

Ah, the dreaded “‘world title status” 
question. Basically, we only recognize 
the heavyweight titles that we deem 
worthy. We used to recognize every- 
thing from the NWA to the AWA to 
ECW as world titles, but now we bare- 
ly refer to WWE?’s titles as having that 
almighty “‘world” status. Technically, 
the only title we do recognize as such is 
the WWE World tag team title, since 
their singles heavyweight titles are 
brand specific. 

The current NWA heavyweight ti- 
tle doesn’t have world title status from 
us because we revoked it in September 
1993 when WCW withdrew from the 
NWA. We recognized the WCW title 
as a world title, relegating the NWA to 
what amounts to independent status. 
The NWA is free to call itself a world 
title if it wishes. Heck, most rinky-dink 
independents refer to their top champs 
as world champs, so why not the 
NWA, too? 


Dear Liz, 

The X division in the NWA-TNA is 
really taking off. It has one of my favo- 
rite wrestlers, Jerry Lynn, as champion. | 
also like the work Red, Low-Ku, and A.J. 
Styles have done. They seem to invent 10 
new moves in every match. The cruiser- 
weights over in WWE can hardly com- 
pete. Now that X-Pac is gone, I’m sure 
he’ll join the NWA-TNA and maybe 
even start his old feud with Jerry Lynn. 

MATTHEW R. DREW 
Drwmtthw@aol.com 
Dear Idiot, 

First off, if you wish to send mail to 
Liz Hunter, e-mail her, not me. I am 
not that old bat’s servant, and I 
wouldn’t care to give her anything 
except a blatantly sarcastic eulogy at 
her funeral. But since I found your 
letter interesting, I will respond to it— 
especially since Liz isn’t quite as 
familiar with the new class of wres- 
tlers. She’s still clutching her yellow 
rose and satin David Von Erich jack- 
et. So you like Red, Low-Ki, and A.J. 
Styles? Where have you been? We’ve 
been touting these kids as the future of 
the sport for a while now, and it’s 
about time that you realized it. Low- 
Ki and A.J. have been quietly gaining 


A.J. Styles has certainly become the dar- 
ling of the Internet media and quite a few 
fans. | don’t blame anyone for wanting to 
see more of him, | just blame you all for not 
noticing sooner. 


prominence in their respective regions 
for quite some time, while Red’s in- 
credible ability to defy gravity has 
made him an instant hit with the 
Northeast flippy fans. It was only a 
matter of time before all three became 
the “it” kids of the season. I hope, 
though, each of them has the talent 
and mindset to keep him from becom- 
ing next season’s old news. 


Letter of the month (taken verbatim 
from the actual letter to share my tor- 
ture with you all): 

To: Top Rope Brandi, 

Hello, it just doesn’t get any better 
than Pro Wrestling Illustrated and I know 
it. My old buddy “HARE KRISHNA” 
has a book out ya’ know. 

[ remember great wrestlers like Hulk 
Hogan and Ric Flair. These guys remind 
me of the various Buddhas of Cambodia 
and Vietnam. 

Maybe the Buddha used to read your 
magazine back in his day? 

You people don’t care about this I’m 
sure. Pro Wrestling Illustrated is a great 
magazine and I’m sure about this as well. 

Have a nice day. 

FROM: DAN FARMER 
Fairview Park, OH 

P.S, Another “HARE KRISHNA” for 
the road, “HARE KRISHNA” 

To: Letter Writer Dan, 

Hare Krishna! C) 
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‘krew-cuts 


General observations. Ten 
bells for Rocco Rock (Ted Petty) 
who died of a heart attack on Sep- 
tember 21 while en route from a Jer- 
sey Championship Wrestling show 
to a 3PW event in Philadelphia. Al- 
though Rocco had been out of the 


It's unfortunate that while a lot of fans were entertained by 
Rocco Rock while he was a member of Public Enemy (how 
many wrestlers would think to use a toilet seat as a weap- 
on?), most didn’t know about what a good man he was until 
after he died of a heart attack at age 49 in September. 
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limelight since Public Enemy was let 
go by WCW a few years ago, he re- 
mained an integral part of the wres- 
tling business on the independent 
scene. The recent outpouring of 
sympathy and thanks from those 
who knew him personally is a testa- 
ment to the kind of 
man he was. Unfortun- 
| ately, most fans never 
saw that other side of 
Rocco Want to 
gauge the real attitude 
toward homosexuality 
in this country? You 
should have listened 
closely to the crowd 
pop in Minneapolis 
when Billy admitted 
that he and Chuck are 
not gay ... By the way, 
| whoever did the make- 
| up on Eric Bischoff for 
the commitment cere- 
mony skit deserved an 
Emmy. | suspected the 
minister would some- 
how figure into the 
action, but | didn’t think 
the minister was Bisch- 
off ... Incidentally, | find 
“Easy-E’s” three-min- 
ute gimmick with Is- 
land Boys Rosie and 
Jamal to be about three 
} minutes past its prime 
... On the other hand, 
WWE's makeup crew 
blew any chance of 
landing an Emmy with 
its lame attempt at 
camouflaging Rikishi 
at Unforgiven ... | was 
recently reading through 


an interview with Bill Goldberg on 
DDP’s Web site when | came across 
this line “... Lex, Kevin, Hall, Nor- 
ton—they’re all good guys.” Of 
course, the interview was conducted 
in 1998, about the time Goldberg 
was wrestling men like Steve Mc- 
Michael and Barry Darsow ... Here’s 
another example of how things can 
change so quickly (and seemingly 
for no reason): Just look at X-Pac’s 
situation. At one time, Jim Ross 
championed the undersized under- 
dog as a gutsy overachiever, but 
now he’s a regular in NWA-TNA and 
on the independent circuit as Syxx- 
Pac. No official reason was ever 
given for his exit, other than to say 
the two sides agreed to part ways 
... Here's a request that pains me: 
WWE, please keep Ric Flair out of 
the ring, or at least don’t have him 
wrestling on TV almost every week. 
'm one of the biggest Flair fans out 
there. But it’s painfully obvious (as 
it's been for the past few years) that 
the “Nature Boy,” who Is now 59, 
doesn’t have the steam to get the job 
done on such a regular basis. Of 
course, he deserves any speaking 
role he gets, but if | were still spend- 
ing my money on live shows and 
pay-per-views, I’d want to see Flair 
in the ring only on very special occa- 
sions, and definitely not in main 
events ... And while you're at it, how 
about a little less Triple-H on Raw. 
Granted, Helmsley is one of the hot- 
test talents around, especially when 
he’s playing the heel, but recent 
shows have left me with a HHH 
overdose. I’m referring specifically to 
the Labor Day episode of Raw, on 
which Hunter wrestled twice, monop- 
olized the microphone, and was the 
recipient of a bogus title deliberately 
resuscitated to keep him in high-pro- 
file matches ... And that leads me to 
the Brock Lesnar project. Maybe I’m 
overthinking the whole affair, but the 
mixed signals WWE continues to 
send out on Lesnar have me scratch- 
ing my head. Is Lesnar the destruc- 
tion machine we (sometimes) see in 
the ring? Or is he the humble Mid- 
western hayseed depicted on WWE 
Confidential? \n reality, he’s probably 
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Ah, the pain of being back on the independent circuit after a long run in WWE. Or is it 
the exhilaration? X-Pac (now Syxx-Pac) was apparently happy to be released by Vince 
McMahon and company. Frank Krewda finds it strange given that Jim Ross was going 


out of his way to praise him not too long ago. 


a little bit of both. But until WWE 
picks a persona for this guy—and 
sticks to it—Brock will remain an 
underutilized character. Sure, he 
could still be the next big thing. How- 
ever, | don't expect the fans to buy in 
when the company creates another 
world title while he remains champ 
... And what happened to Edge’s 
push? Yes, to me, his personality 
leaves a little something to be de- 
sired, but after watching Edge’s lad- 
der match with Eddie Guerrero on 
Smackdown on September 26, | 
realized that he has been involved in 
a pretty high percentage of the com- 
pany’s most exciting matches over 
the past two years. That makes me 
wonder if Edge’s good showings are 
more attributable to his opponents. 
Not an accusation, just a question ... 
Another exciting wrestler who al- 
ways seems to get the short end of 
the stick is Rob Van Dam. For all the 
talk we hear about how popular and 
talented RVD is, WWE clearly doubts 
his potential as a main-eventer or 
world champion. The fans want to 
see Van Dam become Raw champi- 
on, no matter whom he has to beat 
to do it. Why then has Triple-H, er, 
Vince McMahon, who prides himself 
on always giving the fans what they 
want, repeatedly had RVD knocked 


down a peg with screw job finishes 
whenever he wrestles for the big 
belt(s)? Each time it happens, Triple- 
H's assertion that Van Dam lacks 
the necessary ingredients for a run 






Whether they’re friends, rivals, neither, or a little of both, Ric Flair and Triple-H both get a 


at the top sounds a bit more sincere 
than intended ... Speaking of sincer- 
ity, | flatly (and genuinely) denounce 
WWE's HLA concept as sophomor- 
ic, crude, and low-brow. Yet | do feel 
compelled to inform you that WWE 
ran a very revealing photo of Jac- 
quelyn’s top half on its Web site in 
late-September. Of course, running 
the photo must have been an over- 
sight. It was taken down within a few 
hours. Oops! Worth noting is that the 
last time | checked, a rather intrusive 
shot of Stacy Keibler was still there 
for the gawking. Something tells me 
Stacy will be the next WWE alum to 
leave for Hollywood ... In a not-so- 
unrelated item, I’ve always contend- 
ed that actress Fran Drescher would 
be infinitely more attractive if she 
ever got rid of that nerve-grating 
nasal twang. Well, I’d like to thank 
Victoria for confirming my instincts. 
To me, she’s a dead-ringer for the 
star of The Nanny—but minus the 
noise and with a whole lot more 
physical ability. By the way, Victoria, 
that’s a compliment. C] 
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little too much time on Raw these days, according to Krewda. 
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April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “| Want Piper!"—Even If 
It Kills The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. 
Plus: Flair-Rhodes, Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road 
Warriors. 

June 1985: Super Dream Contest: Play Dusty 
Rhodes’ Trivia Game And Win His Boots! Center- 
fold: Barry Windham. Plus: Flair-Kerry, Fabulous 
Ones-Road Warriors, Hogan-Volkoff, Magnum T.A. 
January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim 
Ross, Midnight Express. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Pius: Piper- 
Rude, Eric Embry, Rock ‘n' Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 
July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People's Choice. Center- 
fold: Rick Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, 
Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 
Miles To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The 
Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, 
Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have 
No Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus 
Beefcake. Plus: Orndorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy 
Long, Ultimate Warrior, Road Warriors. 

February 1991: WrestleMania VII Contest. Center- 
fold: 1991 calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase- 
Rhodes, Scott Steiner, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 
April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! 
Centerfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., 
Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 
June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Center- 
fold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, 
Nasty Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates 
The WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: 
Brian Pillman. Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric 
Embry, Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘91. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania VII, 
WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, 
Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of 
Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams- 
Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspen- 
sion! Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, 
Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 
February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice- 
Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania VII! Centerfold: 
Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & 
Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 
June 1992: Exclusive PW! Interview: Roddy Piper 
Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dan- 
gerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy 
Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of 
Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger- 
Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 


September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't 
That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: 
Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & 
Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: 
Ultimate Warrior vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle 
Up At SummerSlam! Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: 
Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWE title controversy, fire 
match, Eric Embry. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor 
Ramon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake Roberts, 
Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, Rick Rude, 
Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, 
Cactus Jack, Madusa-Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ullti- 
mate Warrior. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: 
The Kid. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob 
Armstrong, Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally 
Gone Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, 
Giant. 

August 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—A World 
Champion. Centerfold: Sunny. Plus: 1-2-3 Kid, Sting- 
Flair, Sandman-Missy, Steve Austin, Jimmy Hart, 
WrestleMania Xll. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant 
Be Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: 
Goldust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex 
Luger. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PW! 500. Centerfold: 
shawn Michaels. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels 
Stole My Life." Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: 
Kroffat & Furnas, Vince McMahon, Randy Savage, 
New Razor & New Diesel. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Un- 
censored! Centerfold: “Diamond” Dallas Page. Plus: 
Rocky Maivia, The Road Warriors, The Eliminators, 
Nick Patrick. 

December 1997: Ken Shamrock's Deadly Climb To 
The Top. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Eric Bis- 
choff, Eddy Guerrero, Perry Saturn, WWF light heavy- 
weights. 

Holiday 1997: PWI500. Centerfold: Dean Malenko. 
February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of 
The Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight 
poster. Plus: 16-page Starrcade preview, Perry 
saturn, Dude Love. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It... 
But Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric 
Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 
June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PWI Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, 
Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? 
Centerfold: Rocky Maivia. Plus: Benoit, Bill Goldberg, 
Ahmed Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. Centerfold: 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim Ross, Marcus Bag- 
well, WWE controversy, FBI. 

November 1998: Vince Mc(Mad)Man! He Crossed 
The Bottom Line ... Now He'll Pay! Centerfold: 


Kevin Nash. Plus: Sting, Bret Hart, Taz-Douglas, New 
Age Outlaws. 

December 1998: Gold Rush! Get Ready For The 
Most Awesome WCW Title Reign Ever! Centerfold: 
Undertaker. Plus: The Giant, Vader, Guerreros, Ken 
Shamrock. 

Holiday 1998 (100-Page Special Issue): PW/ 500. 
Eighth Annual Special. 

March 1999 (100-Page Special Issue): 1998—The 
Year In Wrestling. 1998 In Review, Achievement ‘98 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 1999. 
April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. Plus: 
Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, more Un- 
Official’ Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: (100-Page Special Issue): The 1999 PW/ 
Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & Turner, VMac, Steiners, 
New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self-Destruct In 15 
Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack-Dudleys, 
Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting-Bischoff-Flair. 
August 1999: (100-Page Special Issue): Supercards 
‘99: WWF WrestleMania, WCW Uncensored, ECW 
Living Dangerously. Plus: Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Jerry Lawler, tag team wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. Plus: 
Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th 
anniversary readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: There's 
More To Their Power Than Their Looks. Centerfold: 
Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I'm The 
Damn Champ!" Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: 
Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy Gunn, 
Holiday 1999 (100-Page Special Issue): PW/ 500. 
Ninth Annual Special. 

January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! An 
Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Centerfold: 
Taz. Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 
February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 

March 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): 1999—The 
Year In Wrestling. 1999 In Review, Achievement ‘99 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 2000. 
April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's Settle It 
At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris Benoit. Plus: 
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Dallas Page, Goldberg-Vicious, more Unofficial 
awards. 

May 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): The Y2K PW/ 
Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu Misawa, Triple-H, Bret Hart, 
Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, ECW returnees. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 
July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 
August 2000 (100-Page Special Issue): Supercards 
2000: WWF WrestleMania, WCW Uncensored, ECW 
Living Dangerously. Plus: Rob Van Dam, greatest 
supercards, Super 8. 

September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The Peace 
Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Eric Bischoff, 
Dudieys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar The 
WWF Let Slip Away. Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: Shawn 
Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our Special 
50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme wrestling. 
Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, wrestling too 
extreme? 

December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker Have 
Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The Top? 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, 
Vampiro-Sting, Japan. 

[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000] 
Holiday 2000 (116-Page Special): PW/ 500. Includes: 
The editors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, 
Achievement 2000 ballot. 

January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? 
Someone Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: Steven 
Richards, Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, 
Arn-Sid. 

February 2001 (116-Page Special): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, ECW, 
independents, international, the business, the art 
March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116-Page Special): 2000—The Year In 
Wrestling. Plus: 2000 In Review, Achievement ‘00 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 2001. 
May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will The Great 
One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince McMahon, 
William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, 
ECW. 

June 2001 (116-Page Special): The 2001 PW/ Poll. 
Plus: Ric Flair, Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women’s Work! It Ain't What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Justin 
Credible, Francine, Scott Steiner. 


August 2001 (116-Page Special): Supercards 2001: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Champions, 
Super 8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, Tommy 
Dreamer. 

September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions 
That Must Be Answered. Plus: Triple-H, Stacy 
Keibler, Paul Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116-Page Special): Mid-Year Report. 
Top 50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Perry Saturn, Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The Price 
To Purchase WCW ... Is He Willing To Pay The Price 
To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, Molly-Spike, 
Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida indies. 
December 2001 (116-Page Special): PW/ 500— 
Angle Climbs To The Top. Includes: The editors’ 
views, Achievement 2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There’s Something About Lita— 
What Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: Jericho- 
Stephanie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 
February 2002 (116-Page Special): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, independents, 
international, the business, the art. Plus: Goldberg. 
March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: 
Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: 
Test, The Rock, Eric Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. 
Regal. 

April 2002 (116-Page Special): 2001—The Year In 
Wrestling. 2001 In Review, Achievement 2001 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, Predictions for 2002. 
May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! What Will 
Wrestling Look Like By WrestleMania X-9? Plus: 
Trish Stratus, RVD, Russ Haas, Big Bossman, WWF 
comedy. 

June 2002 (116-Page Special): The 2002 PW/ Poll. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin. 

July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can Triple-H Keep 
His Mind On His Game? Plus: Goldust-Terri, NWO, 
Ron Waterman, Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116-Page Special): Supercards 2002: 
WrestleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, Super 8. Plus: 
X-Pac, Steve Corino, Ric Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock .. No Problem: The 
WWF Can Thrive Without The Great One. Plus: 
WWF draft, Billy Kidman, Sean O'Haire, Stanley 
Weston. 

October 2002 (116-Page Special): Mid-Year Report. 
Top 50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Lou Thesz, Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! Plus: 
Heyman & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: TNA, DDP, A.J. 
Styles, Island Boys. 

December 2002: (116-Page Special): PW/500—RVD 
Is No. 1. Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 
2002 ballot. 
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. A PY HEN THE “STATE Of The Game” was 

_ introduced in 1998, there was some doubt 

as 2 whether the wrestling industry 

Colt] Co Metarclale -M-vglelt(els Miceli M'(--1m (OM: mmol cela Ce) 

justify an annual analysis. Believe it or not, at that 

time, we weren’t convinced the WWF would be 

around much longer. By 2000, when we did make it 

an annual feature, the WWF had become the domi- 

nant company. Last year, the main topic was the 
WWF's absorption of WCW and ECW stars. 

That should give you an idea of how much the 
industry changes each year. Somewhere, a base- 
ball publication probably does its own “State Of 
The Game,’) and there are always the pennant 
races and World Series. But when has anyone seri- 
ously believed Major League Baseball would go 
out of business? Or the American League would 
swallow the National League? Or Sammy Sosa 
would jump to Japan? 

Wrestling is so interesting because its very 
structure is|always changing. Our in-depth fea- 
tures—such jas “The State Of Raw,” “The State Of 
Smackdown,” and “The State Of NWA-TNA’—indi- 
cate the radical changes in the industry during 
2002 alone. | 

That's why the McMahons shouldn't become too 
comfortable |with their near-monopoly. WWE has 
secure control of pro wrestling on broadcast televi- 
Tela Mmer:le) (ome lalemerc\ Velen (-\ym Umela melee tm Ure 
currently matter. Yet an unforeseen circumstance 
could radically change the industry in a very short 
time. | 
Consider|NWA-TNA. The Jarretts are experi- 
menting with a promotion that uses pay-per-view 
as its primary source of revenue. They are finding 
it hard to entice fans to sample their product with- 
out exposure on free TV. They expect to launch 
their local program, NWA Saturday Morning, into 
national syndication, which could lead to house 
shows across the country someday. 

The Jarretis took the back route into the business 
this time, through PPV instead of syndicated or 
fers] 0) (= ag te but it is that kind of unconven- 








tional thinking that will likely lead to the next big 
change in pro wrestling. Technological advances, 


such as the/full integration of television and the 
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Internet, could make TNA—or another promotion like 
it—an instant rival to WWE. It’s easy to imagine that 
TNA shows, with a touch of a mouse or remote con- 
trol, will be as easily accessible—and as free—as 
Raw and Smackdown someday. But we'll save that 
kind of talk for our “State Of The Future” feature. 

Beyond WWE and TNA, we evaluate the inde- 
pendent scene, the state of which often mirrors 
what’s happening in the big companies. Some indy 
promoters will try to exploit successful WWE and 
TNA concepts. Creative promoters will introduce 
revolutionary ideas that will become commonplace 
in years to come. 

Pro wrestling is constantly changing around the 
world. Just last year, All-Japan was near bankrupt- 
cy due to the walkout of Mitsuharu Misawa, his for- 





These two men are among the most important figures in 
the game today. Vince McMahon obviously makes the 
final call on all important decisions involving WWE, but 
“The Game” has a lot of input as well. They're influential, 
they're controversial, and we'll continue to analyze their 
every move. 
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mation of Pro Wrestling NOAH, and subsequent tal- 
ent raids. This year, All-Japan is outdrawing New 
Japan and is widely considered the top promotion 
in the country. 

And what about your favorite wrestlers? Stars 
such as Smackdown champion Brock Lesnar and 
TNA star Low-Ki have exceeded expectations. But 
Witte ar-lelelel@at-\umeiil-liil*)(olsMm idle) (ca M-lale Mate) ome e-le 
Dam, who made number one in this year’s “PW/ 
500”? They had banner years in terms of titles and 
accolades, but are they really performing at their 
best? We'll offer some perspective. 

Of course, no analysis of pro wrestling would be 
complete without the “State Of The Art.” The art and 
Ted (-Talet-mre) m-)e)e) Malate Male) (elmo q-rell baal! 
maneuvers, and devising counters are the 











en ae nT 
3 a r " i _ : a 
x , a - * _ “ 
= | 7 = = = ca = J } 
r i - a - a ’ - 
|. = ! oe 
atl ; : aoe | _ al i —— ate ia 


fundamentals that comprise the sport we watch 
every week. Too often, promoters lose sight of that. 

The “State Of The Business” examines the indus- 
try’s health. Whether it concerns Smackdown’s over- 
all rating or TNA’s pay-per-view revenue, an astute 
business analysis can pinpoint where wrestling is 
strong or weak. Through the numbers, we can diag- 
nose the problems, but only the promotions them- 
selves can administer the remedies. 

Expect next year’s “State Of The Business” to 
be different from this one. Will there still be Raw 
late me) tat-ler.cole) ial e)e-lalel-Mme) ami yA Wan i'/- Melee Mam dale) ia 
We’re still wondering exactly what happened to 
WCW and ECW! 


To give you an idea of just how 
quickly the state of this game _tithin 
—— changes, consider that it was } 


only one year ago that the 
WWF's Rock was battling the 
Alliance's Kurt Angle in a war 
to decide which faction would 
survive. Now Rock isn’t even 
close to being a full-time wres- 
tler anymore, and it seems like 
the Alliance was a nightmare 
from at least five years ago. 
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When Vince McMahon finally decided to move forward at full speed with the brand 
extension and split WWE into Raw and Smackdown rosters, he expected there to 
be a lot of debate over which side was better. As summer turned to fall in 2002, 






S THE PRESIDENT Of World Championship 
Wrestling, Eric Bischoff nearly drove Vince 
McMahon and the WWF out of business. If he 
wasn’t signing away talent like Kevin Nash and Scott 
Hall—with whom he created the ultra-successful 
New World Order—he was giving away the results of 
taped Raws\live on WCW Monday Nitro. And if he 
wasn't doing either of those things, he was probably 
Colom ol U\Tamole) late melig(=lmm (il ialeMmci0 lela Me: (-mr-| 0) el-r-lalale mela) 
The Tonight|Show With Jay Leno or courting main- 
stream stars|like Dennis Rodman and Karl Malone to 
take part in WCW pay-per-view events. 
le) tallate Marchemegrclale (=e m 


All in ajl, the addition of Erie'Bischoff to the mix as on-air GM of Raw 
n a very| good one. He is such a compelling performer. But 
the decision to have him hand Triple-H the old WCW World title belt 


has 


and declare him, in essence; the Raw champion was an awful one. 


\ 


however, it was widely accepted that Raw was the brand that was falling behind 


As we all know, Bischoff’s gambit to run Mc- 
Mahon out of business failed, and instead WCW fell 
victim to the executioner’s guillotine last year. A 
poor business plan that rewarded laziness and pro- 
moted an immutable top tier of stars hurt the prod- 
uct immensely and made long-term success 
extremely difficult. The turning point in the war 
came when Bischoff signed away the WWF’s 
biggest and most well-respected wrestler, Bret Hart. 

At the time Hart signed his WCW contract, he 
was the WWF World heavyweight champion. Faced 
with the possibility that Hart would relinquish (and 
not lose) the WWE title before jumping to WCW, 












RVD could use a little lift if he’s to 
become a key full-time player in Raw's 
very exclusive top tier. And right now, 
Triple-H looks like the only man who 
could possibly do that. 


McMahon orchestrated the 
infamous Survivor Series 97 } 
finish, in which he ordered 
referee Earl Hebner to stop 
the match between Hart and 
challenger Shawn Michaels 
as soon as Michaels locked 
Hart in the sharpshooter, 
Hart’s finisher. 

After the match, WCW had 
Hart, but the WWF had the 
beginnings of its “Attitude” 
campaign, as well as the first 
sighting of Vince McMahon's 
alter ego, Mr. McMahon, a 
character that would help pro- 
pel “Stone-Cold” Steve ° 
Austin and The Rock into wrestling’s upper eche- 
lon of all-time talents. 

Despite being on the top of the world in 
November 1997, less than four years later, the 
ruination of WCW was complete. In March 2001, 
WWE bought WCW for $2.5-million, but its 
attempt to relaunch the promotion under the 
WWF banner failed miserably. 

FTalelemutclemelfelam mre (home) om ci(-m(e(-t- Mel mal lalilinte| 
two separate touring promotions at once, though, 
which is why the company went forth with the 
brand extension. And when the brand extension 
stalled and McMahon decided to go the general 
manager route to give it new life, he knew exactly 
where to turn. Bischoff might have been one 
Col U(elaMe-ve)a Me) M@e- Me [Ulam (omerelis) ol-1(-M-lel- ll al-) am ol) Mg 
also the man who pushed McMahon to excel and 
to rethink his approach. 

state el=1i(c mom elalalem-leler-lcems 

Bischoff, even though he claims to only have 
an on-air role and no real backstage stroke, has 
freshened up the Raw brand as its general man- 
ager. He portrays himself as someone completely 
in control of the personalities that surround him, 
late MaleMal-tmele) al M-lam->.(el8[i) (cM (ole Me) m@etc-r-] (ale mali 
tension with new rivals and old acquaintances. 
He’s played the heel to Stephanie McMahon's 
babyface character well, and he’s one of the only 
reasons that any of us know that there’s friction 
between the Raw and Smackdown camps. 

And to think that Bischoff has only been 
around for a few months. Despite his effective- 
ness as an on-air leader, he’s hardly had a chance 
to establish himself. If he remains around for the 





long haul, his presence presents WWE officials 
with all kinds of possible storylines. Even though 
he’s been acting much differently, Chris Jericho 
harbors animosity toward the man. So does Steve 
Austin, if he were ever to return to the ring. And 
we all know Bischoff’s past with men like Nash 
FlaleMalUi @uleler-le 

There are innumerable avenues to explore and 
plenty of money to be made. 

Raw hasn't been golden since Bischoff's WWE 
debut, however. There have been problems, and 
most of them have been WWE’s doing. First of all, 
let's address the much-discussed HLA angle. We 
hated it. It made us cringe. We wanted to change 
the channel and deny that we were a part of a 
business that would stoop to such a low level. 
Even worse, the angle made parents who had 
brought their children to the show that evening 
leave the building in a huff promising never to 
return. 

We didn’t understand WWE’s rationale while 
the angle was playing out, and we still don’t 
understand what WWE was trying to accomplish. 
Shock value is fine. There’s nothing wrong with 
jolting your viewers and the entertainment indus- 
try in general by trying something outrageous, 
even a bit scandalous. Every entertainment medi- 
um has members that push the envelope, and we 
all know that WWE has pushed more envelopes 
than Federal Express in recent years. 

HLA was something entirely different. It served 
no long-term purpose, and WWE will be very 
lucky if it walks away from it with all of its adver- 
tisers still on board. 
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Then there’s 
the Raw cham- 
pionship. When 
Bischoff award- 
ed Triple-H the 
Raw title (what 
WWE has since 
dubbed ithe 
World champi- 
onship), he 
devalued an 
already dimin- 
jatere Meret ti lel 
ity. When Chris 
Jericho unified 
the WWE World 
heavyweight 
title with the 
(formerly WCW) 
World title at Vengeance 2001, the World title was 
already trailing the WWE title in respectability and 
importance. WCW had folded, and the WCW invasion 
was nothing more than an extended joke. By the time 
Vengeance rolled around, Jericho was lucky that 
WWE hadn’t already retired the World title in favor of 
going solo with the WWE title. 

All Bischoff did by awarding the title to Triple-H 
was to make matters worse. Sure, men like Ric 
Flair, Dusty|Rhodes, Sting, Hulk Hogan, Scott 
Steiner, and Booker T all wore the belt at one time, 
but so did B-movie actor David Arquette. When he 
handed the belt over to Triple-H, it became even 
less prestigious, because it became more of a gift 
than a title. 

Boxing never awards championships when titles 
become vacant, does it? Why should wrestling be 
elii(ciecial ag 

WWE officials should have booked a tournament 
and opened it to all Raw wrestlers. That way, the 
title’s importance could have been built back up as 
we watched wrestler after wrestler compete for the 
alelate)m@e)mel-rerelriliate Min(-Mile-1@ ately milli) elem atoicr- lee 
after Bischoff awarded the title to Triple-H, we had 
to watch Helmsley pat himself on the back and 
declare how|he was the perfect man for the job 
because he’s the hardest-working wrestler in the 
sport today. 

That might well be the case, but then again, it 
might not (Spike Dudley works pretty hard, too). 
And just because you are the hardest-working 
wrestler in the world doesn’t mean that you’re the 
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shocking spectacle ... 


We got a good clue as to how desperate those in 
charge of Raw are to give their show a much-needed 
boost—any kind of boost—when this woman, a UPW 
performer called “Tanya” by WWE, participated in 
what Bischoff called HLA in September. It was a 
just not in a good way. 


most talented, the best, or even the most deserving 
of a championship. (Ask Jerry Lynn how well his 
ECW World title win went over.) 

WWE officials should rectify the situation—no 
matter who is holding the title as you read this. 
Becoming Raw champion should be treated as the 
pre-eminent goal of every wrestler on the roster. 
Everyone from Triple-H and Rob Van Dam and 
Chris Jericho to Johnny Stamboli and Justin 
Credible and D-Lo Brown should covet that title, 
and if they don’t get a shot at it, they shouldn't rest 
until they do. We won’t go so far as to suggest how 
Raw matchmakers should make the drama unfold, 
but the end result of all of their hard work should be 
the elevation of the Raw championship. Right now, 
it's just another secondary championship. 

And that brings us to another championship 
defended only on Raw shows—the title we will be 
calling the Raw tag team title in the future. It needs 
serious retooling as well. 

We understood the decision to eliminate the 
Intercontinental championship. With the undisputed 











title being split back into two championships 
(one per brand), the I-C title, despite its rich histo- 
ry, really served no purpose, other than maybe 
giving one wrestler who wasn't quite worthy of 
being Raw champion a chance to walk to the ring 
with a shiny belt around his waist. It was once a 
great, meaningful title, but not after the brand 
extension. 

Then there’s the issue of the tag team champi- 
onship. As of press time, the Raw belts were held 
by Kane and The Hurricane. (Smackdown was in 





| time flying solo (left). 


the middle of a tournament to crown its first tag 
champs.) Their top rivals were the two men 
whom they beat to become champs, Un-Ameri- 


cans Christian and Lance Storm. They were their 


rivals before The Un-Americans faction broke up. 
Other possible adversaries include Booker T and 
Goldust, two allies of Kane and Hurricane, but 
Booker and Kane spend just as much time in sin- 
gles competition as they do teaming, so that 
rivalry will be slow to develop. 

PNiCclmmelollaceme- Mm litt(cmel(eleliare MAUclavmILNU(=) MU oMs Coc] bs 
ized that the Raw 
division barely has 
any other estab- 
lished teams. Rosie 
and Jamal figure to 
compete for the belts 
soon, but as of press 
time, they were too 
busy committing 
_] felonies on behalf of 

Me =)(yeisle) um Come (omeclitcys 
| any gold. Buh Buh 
Ray and Spike Dud- 
ley wrestle together 
from time to time, but 
like Booker and 
Goldust, they're not a 
consistent tag team. 
Aiatcl@alelaim@iso com 
your sad breakdown 
of Raw’s tag team 
division. 
With the way Bisch- 
“ off and Stephanie 
have been getting 
along, we understand 
the reasoning for cre- 
ating separate tag 
titles, but realistically, 
neither brand has 
enough established 
or consistent teams to 
sustain a strong tag 
team division on its 
own. But since both 
ole-liletom-lacmme fellate mie 
have a tag title, Raw 
officials need to make 
certain that a viable 
division is around to 


For obvious reasons, one WWE 

title can’t be defended on 
both brands’ shows. That being 
said, the Raw brand has few 
quality teams. After Kane and 
The Hurricane, the reigning 
champs at press time, the top 
twosome is Booker T and 
Goldust (above). They're solid, 
but Booker spends just as much 
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support theirs. If there are only a few ramshackle 
teams going after the title, what’s the point? 

Raw has other issues to address, too. Mainly, its 
television ratings and why they keep getting closer 
rk. 


to that 3.0 
The answer? Raw’s talent roster. It’s not exactly 
loaded. 
In the top|tier are Triple-H, who has been missing 
a few gears since returning from his quadriceps 
injury last January, and, well, that’s about it. There 





Buh Buh Ray} Dudley (shown with Trish Stratus) is 
slowly develaping into one of Raw’s key players. 





Buh Buh is a tough, gutsy, popular 
ht be a stretch to put him in such a @) =. @ 


are no more|top tier wrestlers. While we'd like to put 
Chris Jericho and Rob Van Dam in that category, 
we can't do|it yet. Y2J was hurt by an undisputed 
WWE title run that was overshadowed by the Triple- 
H-Stephanie saga, and even though he’s been in 
main events since losing the undisputed champi- 
onship, the|fans don’t view him as being on par 
with Triple-H ... probably because he always loses 
CoM Male)(-o 5p 

Rob Van Dam is very close, too, and a strong run 
atop Raw as its champion would go a long way 
Co) E-Tgo Mt: Male) ate Mr-lale mc: \\(e)e-1e)(-mer-|e-\-1 am i Mat-l em (eo) @) 
tier, but WWE officials have been haphazard with 
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his push since his WWE debut. (Remember how 
RVD was ready to feud with Austin during the inva- 
sion storyline? Now remember how that feud never 
happened.) WWE’s hit-and-miss approach to RVD’s 
storylines and character has hurt his standing—no 
matter how popular he is. 

Right below Jericho and Van Dam are a mosh of 
fo U\Yometelui(emeleyd| ale ele) (=a) (t-|mm Lele). (c) am Meerel al (iit (e) 
be Raw’s most entertaining character and should 
be pushed to the top with a Raw championship run. 
For some reason, though, we 
ofoltl olan dat-)@e-Mme lol livemcemur-|*) e118 
Lance Storm was strong in his 
role as the leader of The Un- 
Americans, but the storyline was 
so distasteful and forced that he'll 
have a hard time recovering from 
it (and he, too, has been portrayed 
as overmatched against WWE's 
elite players). Goldust has some- 
how become a likeable (dare we 
say loveable?) character. Jeff 
Hardy still has plenty of fans, but 
he doesn’t want it like he used to. 
Believe it or not, Buh Buh Ray 
DUT le (VR EMallelamelamatc\y om ime) mele 
to guys. We like Buh Buh’s inten- 
sity, but when WWE officials are 
positioning him for an upper-mid- 
card position as a solo act, there’s 
something wrong with the system. 
And no one can figure out where a 
53-year-old Ric Flair fits. 

There’s also a grouping of 
underutilized wrestlers on the 
Raw roster. Kane’s initial push 
coming of his injury was weak, 
and with a character so over-the- 
top as his, that can be deadly. Despite a strong 
recent push, we can't envision him as a strong Raw 
champ. Christopher Nowinski has been a breakout 
star. In the short time that he’s been around, he’s 
shown that all that Tough Enough talk about Maven 
ate Wilate Murlele=metst-latite Mm eetmele) Ualalelnian igelsle mm i= 
refuse to again mention how underutilized Justin 
Credible and Raven are. As for The Big Show, he’s 
had plenty of chances to shine, and he hasn't. 

Basically, it’s Triple-H and everyone else, and 
that’s not a formula for success. We'll mention this, 
too. It’s time to stop criticizing Helmsley. When it 
comes to star-making, he has done his best. Austin 








Raw has a surplus of young talent at 
the bottom of the card—Steven 
Richards included—but it doesn’t 
appear that Vince McMahon envisions 
many of the lower tier guys as his stars 
of the future, which means very few 
have'been able to move up. 





and Rock haven't been around, leaving Triple-H 
as the only remaining member of WWE’s unholy 
igt-le Maly (-merelli fom ia'mcomeltiarele) is melamil-me Mam luis 
yes, but he can't be expected to turn a whole ros- 
ter of wrestlers into superstars, can he? 

Despite all this negative talk about Raw’s way- 
ward championships and lackluster roster, there 
is hope for a change for the better—drastic 
change at that. 

Notice how Bischoff's character has slowly been 





changing MRaw’s 
look? First he re- 
moved Jerry Lawler 
and Jim Ross from 
their ringside an- 
ale)Ulate=M evel-ii((e)ame-lale| 
seated them closer 
to the entranceway, 
rekindling memories 
of WCW’s announce 
position before it 
was moved down to 
the ring to copy 
WWE. Then he rein- 
troduced the old WCW World title belt and awarded 
CoM Mel e)(com Press| i(inleMimial-Muceldemererclin)e)(elatcial| op 
Considering that the official name of the title 
that Smackdown champion Brock Lesnar carries 
is the undisputed WWE championship, we’re 
waiting for the moment that Bischoff goes com- 
pletely old school. By this time next year, don’t 
be surprised if Raw has become Nitro and the 
WCW brand name has somehow worked its way 
back into your weekly wrestling programming. (1 





Considering the overall state of the Raw roster, Ric Flair ought to be a very © 
important player, even at his age. And he is. Some weeks. In other weeks, he | 
isn't used at all. Since the “Nature Boy” was removed as “owner” of Raw in 
June, no one has been able to come up with a way to use him well. 
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AW HATES SMACKDOWN. It really does. It 

doesn't like anything about Smackdown, and 

right now, it’s jealous of its sister show on 
UPN. 

First of all, Raw is the older and more seasoned 
of the two TV shows. It debuted on the USA Network 
way back on January 4, 1993. Smackdown didn’t 
come along until April 29, 1999, when it debuted as 
a special on UPN. That means that Raw has been 
home to many more title changes and more jaw- 
dropping moments than Smackdown. Its role in 
WWE’s history, particularly WWE’s last decade, 
cannot be overstated. 

Raw has also been WWE's flagship program 
since its debut. This is something that everyone on 
the Raw roster knows, because WWE admits as 
alelede Mme) aM | mere) sole) e-)(-M(-) 0-1] (- MO lO] mi it-le tial] om (2) (om 
vision program, Raw on TNN, is consistently the 
No. 1-rated regularly scheduled cable-television 
program,” notes the site. (Well, it was a consistent 
number one until those ratings began to sag re- 
cently.) 

Nevertheless, that’s high praise, and whenever 
Raw hears itself referred to as the flagship show, it 
stands a little taller and straighter and shoots 
Smackdown a cool, cocky look that says, “I told you 
so, little sister.” 

Unfortunately, such public recognition is no longer 
good enough for the Raw brand, because its ego has 
been bruised. The past couple of months have been 
difficult. When the brand extension was first 
- | lalatelelatecroMmatc\imiatelllelimist-im@im@el(eM i=) |Mm @citcla(cre Mel elt 

| with The Undertaker, Steve Austin, Kevin Nash, Scott 
| Hall, X-Pac, Rob Van Dam, Booker T, and Brock 
| Lesnar. Not long after the draft, Triple-H was added to 
the mix. So were Eddie Guerrero and Chris Benoit. 
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Meg As Brock Lesnar goes, so goes Smackdown. Is that oversimpli- 
ee | fying things? Perhaps, though it is pretty close to the truth. 
) te . WWE did a masterful job of building him up as “The Next Big 
\ | -* . Thing.” There is no next anymore. And just think, given his age 
| and athletic background, he should only better. 











Then things started to unrav- 
el. Austin abandoned ship. Hall 
was fired. X-Pac was released. 
Nash tore his quadriceps. 
Guerrero and Benoit jumped to 
Smackdown after The Un- 
Americans jumped to Raw, a 
trade it wouldn’t have made 
given the choice. Chris Jericho 
was a nice addition, but Lesnar 
and ‘Taker eventually went over 
to Smackdown, too. 

Pretty soon, Raw was hear- 
ing whispers that Smackdown 
was better. Raw couldn't be- | 
lieve it. It had spent nearly a 
decade atop the sport. It with- 
i ColeleMolicitlile li mieemulliie 
stream reporters and watchdog groups and 
faced down and slayed the ratings monster that 
was WCW Monday Nitro. Now the biggest com- 
petition to its crown as the ultimate sports enter- 
tainment show was coming from within WWE? 
Smackdown was outdistancing its older, wiser, 
and more experienced sibling? 

When talk of Smackdown’s superiority started 
making the rounds at WWE headquarters in 
Stamford, Connecticut, however, Raw just about 
















point. Granted he’ss 


the right way, an 







passed out. What was this world coming to? 

Okay, so maybe Raw doesn’t actually think, 
and it certainly can’t pass out. But if Raw was a 
living, breathing, thinking entity, all of the above 
would have been a part of its recent thought 
fe) celer-t-t-eam Mol ale Mectet-|ge(-1eM-l-m ig (-Me-jale) | Me) Mmcj le) ts 
late Me) A=) 4(clatci(e) am iil-M ele-lale me) me)e-lale-) Mam) ole] at 
entertainment, Raw has suddenly found itself 
getting overshadowed by Smackdown, a position 
to which it’s not at all accustomed. 

It’s about time. 

Yes, you read that right. It’s about 
time Smackdown overtook Raw as 
WWE’s flagship program. Raw is on 
cable, which means that prospective 
WWE fans have to subscribe to their 
Colors] Mer-)e) (=m e)co)'i(0(-1gme) ame) 1g: Met- 1 (-1 
lite dish to catch the Monday night 
mayhem. Smackdown, on the other 
hand, is available on free TV on UPN. 

As we alluded to earlier, it’s taken 
a long time to happen, nearly three 
years, but Smackdown is finally 
At Sale farlel=erelal-mm elaelele-liimmr-lare 
[= Metelt] (ela m@el-Mar-le)e) (=e 

How did it happen? Hmmmmmm, 
that’s a tough question, because 
we're really not sure. One week Raw 


MFTinliomh (ele) (cm ecmelelialem-m(ii-mle]em-laleleleinemuarcle 
has gradually and quietly developed into a very 
deep cruiserweight division in WWE ... and 
cruiserweight competition is exclusive to 
Smackdown. The bizarre-yet-entertaining Nidia 
only adds to Noble’s appeal. 








Kurt Angle is probably the best all-around tal- 
ent in the game right now ... and he’s only a 
supporting player on Smackdowneat this 
ll ettfemely impor- 

tant support player, but if promoted 
igle-Lesnar pay- 

per-view showdowm could be huge. 











seemingly had 
the card stacked 
in its favor, and 
the next Smack- 
down was being 
lauded as the 
can't-miss pro- 
gram. 

Maybe it all 
started with The 
Rock. When he 
was drafted first 
by Vince Mc- 
Mahon for the 
Smackdown 
brand, fans knew 
ilatcl@iame)ce(-)m come (-11 
their weekly mix 
of “If you smell 
.. and “Finally, 
The Rock ...” and 
Rock bottoms 
and people's el- 
| bows, the Thurs- 

day night show 
would have to 
become mandato- 
WAU e R 

Maybe it happened when Hulk Hogan was draft- 
ed by McMahon for Smackdown. Fans knew that in 
order to watch the legend, they’d have to skip 
NBC's must-see TV lineup. 

Or maybe, just maybe, it was the fact that 
Smackdown was put in the hands of WWE creative 
team member Paul Heyman, while Raw was given to 
Brian Gewertz. See, Gewertz comes from the Vince 
Russo school of wrestling. He prefers to load up his 
show with funny storylines that don’t necessarily 
play to the “sport” aspect of sports entertainment. 

Heyman, on the other hand, has his own school 
of thought, which those who watched ECW were 
witness to when that promotion was thriving. Even 
though he will use them now and again, Heyman 
believes that wrestling’s entertainment value isn’t 
found in comical storylines. Instead, he believes 
that the action in and around the ring is what really 
1] EA ate] leluMal-eoMrile)eom tarclimer-|e)-1e)(-Me)mele)iale mele) im 
Heyman is more apt to book a 20-minute match 
than a 20-minute monologue. 

That philosophical difference in what a wrestling 
program should or shouldn’t be has been the key 
factor in the Raw vs. Smackdown rivalry. When all 








else fails, it’s the wrestling—the actual in-ring prod- 
uct—that keeps WWE from falling flat on its face. 
And what wonderful wrestling Smackdown has 
been featuring! The roster’s lineup, when it comes 
to wrestlers who can deliver inside the squared cir- 
cle, is stellar. 

Let’s start at the top with Brock Lesnar, the 
Smackdown champion (or the WWE champion, as 
WWE likes to refer to him). What a monster. His 
push started off slow, but there is nothing that this 
guy is doing wrong at this stage of his career. In 
“The State Of Raw” section, we pointed out how 
Triple-H should be given the benefit of the doubt 
when it comes to his ability to push mid-cards 
wrestlers up to the top tier because of the absences 
of Steve Austin and The Rock. Well, let us mention 
this: If The Rock did anything right during his last 
tour of duty with WWE, he made Brock Lesnar. 
Going into their feud, Lesnar might have been 
WWE's “Next Big Thing,” but he also could have 
been the sport’s next Sid Vicious. By the time 
SummerSlam concluded, Lesnar was not only the 
new undisputed WWE champion, he was also look- 


“Look at me! Look at, 
me!” It used to seem like 
Stephanie was scream- 
ing that little phrase 
every time she appeared / 
on TV. She’s slowly 
learning that when it. 
comes to her character, . 
less is.ssometimes more. 
She’s not a bad GM at all. 
Kr 
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It’s funny what a feud with one of 
the sport's all-time greats can do for 
a young man, especially when that 
Ze] blate Maitclameleluliatcicmie 

With that win over Rock at Sum- ] 
merSlam—and with the announce- 
ment that Lesnar was taking his ser- 
vices exclusively to Smackdown— 
Lesnar was handed his future. He 
now has a responsibility to ensure 
that Smackdown is the best that it 
can be, because even though there 
are plenty of other wrestlers on that 
roster, as the brand’s champion, he 
is its calling card, its own personal 
flagship. Where he goes, so goes | 
smackdown. 

That’s a lot of weight for a 25- 
year-old to bear, but we don't fore- 
see the former NCAA wrestling | 
champion backing down from that 
challenge. | 

Since we're on the subject of for- 
mer amateur wrestling greats, let’s 
discuss Kurt Angle for a second. 
ime Mesiatclae: late Vale|(sMerelialei tigre mip 
the same brand, Vince McMahon is 
staring at a potential match for the 
ages square in the eye. With their J 
strong backgrounds in amateur 
wrestling, a feud between the two could develop 
into one of the greatest rivalries in WWE history. 
McMahon should make this match happen, but 
before he does that, he might think about booking 
Nile} (-m- lace =t-Jur-lam lame: lemalelil-s-) Gi cobre lelelelal-t-r— 
wrestling match contested under amateur rules. 
He could book it for live TV and make sure that 
WWE has no hand in the outcome whatsoever. No 
title need be on the line, of course, but it could 
serve as an unbelievable preface to a Smackdown 
title match between the two. (Paul Heyman’s hand 
in the storyline would only add to the intrigue.) 

Lesnar and the potential for Lesnar vs. Angle 
aren't the only things that Smackdown has going 
for it, either. Not at all. The cruiserweight division 
is also a big reason why Smackdown has sur- 
passed Raw as WWE’s number-one show. 

Before the brand extension, WWE wasn’t 
known for its ability to get smaller wrestlers over. 
WCW and ECW did much better in that regard, 
and WWE’s light heavyweight division was pretty 





much viewed as a joke. In fact, WWE didn’t crown 
its first light heavyweight champion until 1997, 
and by then WCW had promoted a cruiserweight 
division so well that anything WWE did looked 
like a cheap imitation. 

But when WWE buried the WCW brand name 
after the failure of the invasion storyline, a 
strange thing happened. All the WCW titles were 
eliminated except for two. WWE kept the WCW 
World heavyweight title around (changing its 
name to the World title) in order to crown an 
undisputed WWE World champion. Also kept on 
the books was the cruiserweight championship, 
which actually took the place of the WWE light 
heavyweight title, which was quietly scrapped. 

The move caught some WWE officials and 
wrestlers by surprise, if only because WWE’s deci- 
sion to keep the cruiserweight title active instead 
of the light heavyweight title was a tip of the cap to 
the WCW officials who so effectively established 
that championship as one of the world’s premier 
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light heavyweight/cruiserweight championships. 

As we went to press, Jamie Noble was the cruis- 
erweight champion, but he was being pursued by a 
host of contenders, Billy Kidman and Shannon 
Moore being just two of the notable names. Tajiri 
was acting as a sidekick, lured to Noble’s side by 



























We really don’t know how 
good John Cena (below) 
and Batista (left) can be. 
We won't know until 
they're given a legitimate 
chance to shine in big 
matches. It’s nice to know, 
however, that a lot of ex- 
perts think both have the 
potential to be big future 
stars of Smackdown. 


the less-than-saintly Nidia, but “The Japanese 
Buzzsaw” is not to be trusted. He'll eventually go 
after the cruiserweight title, too. When he does, the 
division will become even more exciting. 

One name you don’t see there is that of Rey 
Misterio Jr., despite his history as one of the great- 
est WCW cruiserweight champions ever. Instead of 
making the cruiserweight strap his number-one pri- 
ority, Misterio has instead chosen to compete only 
part-time in that division. Given the way he was 
introduced—perhaps only Chris Jericho was more 
ah'jelecemerelanliare Minicom (alem eleeline)i(e}pmen (= Merp Mico aN] 
he would make such a decision. However, we 
wouldn’t rule out a Misterio cruiserweight title reign. 
And either way, his presence on Smackdown only 
Tole lMa Comm tal-Mmele-lileM meh -le-liMmellr-liiaymelmic-t-dallale B 
We’ve already mentioned 
Lesnar, Angle, and the cruis- 
st aN'(=lelaimel\tylelamm elem lUitj (clare) 
also happens to be on the 
same roster as Chris Benoit 
Tale Mm =tolel(-MClll-)ag-] gemma lemme) 
the best pure wrestlers of the 
past decade. 

Keeping in mind that 
Smackdown also retains the 
services of relatively young tal- 
ents such as Edge, John Cena, 
Matt Hardy, and Batista—men 
whose stars are still very much 
on the rise—you realize that 
Smackdown’s future looks as 
bright as its present. If these 
rising stars continue to im- 
eco) (Me lale Meal lmelbicitclaleliale 
matches, it'll be much easier 
for WWE to diminish the roles 
of veterans such as Rikishi 
and The Undertaker. Both men 
still have plenty to offer, but 
it's time for them to step aside 
to allow the youth of Smack- 
down to continue to rise to- 
ward the top. 

One aspect of the brand 
that we haven’t touched on is 
its general manager, Step- 
hanie McMahon. So far, she’s 
been almost controversy- 
free—something that we’re 
definitely not used to getting 
from Vince’s little princess. 














She’s had to make some tough 
calls and deal with some tough 
situations since assuming the 
GM position, but she’s done well 
in the role. She still shrieks too 
much for our liking, but we’ve 
always believed that Steph— 
meted out in small doses—can 
add entertainment value to any 
telecast. The criticism that’s been 
aimed at her has been a bit too 
much. 

Oy aMtaliave Mm tat: mo) (>) elamat-cme le) iale| 
for her that Eric Bischoff doesn’t 
is the fact that while Bischoff is 
mainly around for storylines pur- 
poses, Stephanie actually has 
pull backstage—a lot of it. When 
it comes to storylines and other 
creative contraptions, she’s in 
charge. Every member of the 
team reports to her, and she in 
turn reports to her father, who 
holds the final veto power on all 
itallate Meig-t-1(\—m 

While you might not think this 
gives Steph an advantage (after 
all, when she’s on air, she’s just a 
performer like everyone else), 
you'd be wrong. Steph knows her 
strong and weak points. Because 
of that, she can tailor Smackdown 
to her liking and keep her charac- 
ter believable. 

That’s something that Bischoff 
can’t do. If he feels something 
al @alelsimcolmal cMmeut-le-(e1(-) ema e)gelel-le)\ Mal hU me) 
go through with it anyway. 

Perhaps the only thing that Smackdown need 
worry about now is the fact that it tapes Tuesday 
fo) aet-Mm M ale le-iel-h\am eo) ger-leler-t-) me IMA lale Mm t-lat-me-linl eli 
ro} o}eloyaceialiaamcomilaceMmelsian iat-l@mar-le)el-lal-leme-] am dal 
show before the program airs. In the past, WWE 
has used the Tuesday tapings as a way to deflect 
TaN {=t-) Co] ame [U(-t-) (le)al-merelale-iaalialeme(-rellialialeme-itiale[-e 
but even though we're listing it as a possible con- 
cern, we think it’s a very minor one. 

Would it be nice if Smackdown ran live every 
week? Of course. The must-see factor would 
increase, as would the potential for surprises. It 
fe [ol-S-Ja le Mal-1-re mi Com el-Molelal-mmtalelilels Mm Mac-M oleelele-lit mc 
doing fine with its taped format. 





Depth is a word that comes to mind when you're thinking about Smackdown’s roster. 
As in plenty of depth, not lack of depth. Matt Hardy, for instance, hasn't gotten a huge 
push lately and isn’t guaranteed time on the main show each week. When he does, 
however, he’s entertaining, and he doesn’t look out of place at all. 


When looking at Raw and Smackdown, it’s 
sometimes hard to imagine that the brands are 
being promoted by the same company—that’s 
ate) Mey (elaliicerclal mm (ace elalices-ye)e)alercl Me lli(ce- alee lg) 
between the creative teams. Right now, 
Smackdown has it over Raw. A year from now, 
taligtetMuilielsi@el-Melliicie-lal Meat) meelel (eM el-misl-Mole-lale, 
that’s on the roll, and Smackdown could be 
Sj tablofel isle mComiinemicw(e(alie 

For now, Smackdown should enjoy its suc- 
cess. It’s taken over WWE flagship status from its 
older, more respected sister, and it’s getting rave 
reviews. If it continues on its current course, its 
ratings, which have been mediocre but slowly 
improving, should rise even more. Its state is 
very,,very good. | LJ 
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YerT’S OFTEN BEEN said that youth is 
| wasted on the young. A more honest 
=imaxim has never been spoken, espe- 
cially in an age when most teenagers 
would rather take a jump shot by hitting the 
buttons of some handheld game controller 
utelamatsr-lellare Com cnl-M(eler-| Meret) (-iier-li meet iaa 

Long gone are the days when mothers 
would have to keep dinners warm while 
their children played long beyond the call 
of the dinner bell. 

However, at this very moment—whether 
you know it or not—we’re all being treated 
iColr-Mitt(-Me)im@e)m'(ollligh-me|(e) a) am- mi liit(=me)) me) 
its fantasy. And while NWA-TNA might be 
newly born, having only aired its first pay- 
per-view on June 19, we're glad to say that 
it bucks the above maxim. Not only is the | 
promotion young and sprite, it’s also wise, | 
because deep inside the brain trust of 
NWA-TNA reside Jerry and Jeff Jarrett, 
two men who have spent their lives in and 
around the sport of professional wrestling 
and know how to deliver a product that’s 
not only well-wrestled and well-produced, 
but also organized for long-term stability. 

That’s right. NWA-TNA might be brash, 
it might be challenging the unknown by 
asking wrestling fans to shell out $9.95 a 
week for wrestling when there’s already so 
much—WWE in particular—on free TV, but 
it's also smart. The Jarretts know that in 
order to woo fans to their side, they have 
to present something special. And, 





believe it or not, NWA-TNA is capable of 
‘efe)laleMigt-ie 

While admittedly a work in progress, 
NWA-TNA has challenged what wrestling 


All things considered, NWA-TNA couldn't ask for a much better man to represent 
the company as NWA champion than Ron Killings. He’s a solid wrestler with a lot of 
charisma, a guy who seems to have that star aura surrounding him. Can you be- 


lieve he used to be rowdy rapper K-Kwik, a wrestler few took seriously in the WWF? 


is and what it’s supposed to be. Flip on WWE TV and 
you're treated to promo after promo. The storytelling 
is done on microphones and in front of interviewers 


_ with nicknames like “Coach.” In WWE, the matches 


= 


are the end result of storylines, and even after the 
matches have ended, the real question isn’t who won 
fo) Coli emelNia'isleMet=|ia-eM(g-melejes marion la ligoaiice 

This is in stark contrast to the NWA-TNA formula, 
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in which matches drive storylines. Sure, wrestlers 
still cut promos. They'll tell you exactly why they’re 
going after this person or that person, and they'll 
still make promises that they know they’ll never 
keep. But instead of making the promos the focal 
point of programs, NWA-TNA has gone out of its 
NTN Comallelalice limi emule wl e Mm igl-mee tiles 
tiveness of its wrestlers. In NWA-TNA, matches tell 
the tale. Promos are only there to supplement in- 
dlalem=lei(e)ap 

Unfortunately, it hasn’t always been like that, and 
NWA-TNA’s week-to-week inconsistency has been 
its most troublesome problem. Some weeks the 
program has been more entertainment than sports, 
and critics and fans have largely panned the shows 
that have been structured that way. Hardly anyone 
wants to see Disco Inferno in the ring wrestling; 
even fewer people want to see him hosting a 
would-be “Piper's Pit” segment. Nobody wants to 
see hardcore midgets every week, either. (That gim- 
ile @ele) mele M(t a@- lM lee ile@ om WANE Well a ellen (ont 
went off the air.) And we’ve seen enough NASCAR 
drivers, thank you. 

NWA-TNA’s love-hate relationship with the enter- 
tainment side of sports entertainment is also con- 
founded by the fact that former WWE and WCW 


_ Writer Vince Russo is part ofthe creativeteam. 


Russo had some good years. He helped 
resurrect WWE when it was going through 
To] uit-MacoltfelsmmmcolelelsMmiiii---mr-lilemalMmelelailalet 
edge, shock value writing was instrumental in 
the late-1990s boom period. To put things in 
perspective, however, Russo hasn't had 
ile (eiam Com ele-(em-lele]0)@-)/g(e- 6 @lei (0) 0]-) aa bole 

st =T= Ml el =Jellalaliale Me)sMm@lei(e]e.-)mecMe) Mal-1@\(-- em ates) 
left WWE to become WCW’'s creative director, and 
his tenure as wrestling’s resident genius ended 
shortly thereafter. 

You know his story (G.I. Bro, Stacy Keibler preg- 
nancy angle), so we don’t have to rehash it here 
(David Arquette, David Arquette, David Arquette). 
Let’s just say that three years ago, he was one of 
the sport’s most heralded minds. Then his crash TV 
concept failed in WCW, and his reputation has 
taken a beating ever since. 

lf NWA-TNA officials use Russo as an idea man 
and carefully edit his storylines, they could profit 
from his imagination. If they give him too much 
power, he'll probably hurt them. Unintentionally, 
mind you, but he'll hurt them nonetheless. 

That relationship should be one to watch. 

One of the problems with Russo’s alliance with 
NWA-TNA is that Russo’s vision for what wrestling 
should be doesn’t provide the type of entertainment 
that the promotion’s fans want to see. NWA-TNA 
storylines are made in their matches. Crash TV sto- 
rylines are made everywhere but in the matches. 

“So what of the matches?” you ask. “What's so 
special about NWA-TNA? Don’t the world’s best 
wrestlers wrestle in WWE?” 


_ Yesythey do. WWE features most of the preemi- 
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nent wresilers in the world today, and TNA’s roster 
cannot compete. Guys such as Chris Benoit, Kurt 
Angle, Rob Van Dam, and Eddie Guerrero are incom- 
parable talents. P NaN Colac ilicclilele Mm UCM eltiie meal hy 
make himself look like a second-rate hack in the 
process. | 

The thing about WWE wrestlers is that they aren’t 
always allowed to wrestle. Benoit, Angle, Van Dam, 
and Guerrero may possess the best in-ring skills on 
the market today, but their (non-PPV) televised 
matches rarely last longer than 10 minutes—and 
they're usually shorter. 

That's not a lot of time to showcase all your skills. 

NWA-TINA wrestlers, however, are wrestling 
Telatel=le matches, and because the company isn't 
beholden|to commercials, the matches can (and 
should) go even longer than they have been. Such 
organization gives X division talents like A.J. Styles 
and Low-Ki more time to have matches that outclass 
WWE’s weekly contributions to the genre. They 
might chp better wrestlers than those in WWE’s 























upper echelon, but because of the way the two com- 
panies are structured, TNA’s X division performers 
are delivering better matches more consistently. 

Ah, the |X division. Bet you were wondering when 
we would get around to NWA-TNA’s most heralded 
innovation. 
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The X division is where most of NWA-TNA hopes 


lay, good people. If the promotion is to succeed, it'll 
be because of the success of the X division wres- 
tlers. Men like Styles, Low-Ki, Jerry Lynn, Kid Kash, 
and Red will have to continue to astonish us, and 
NWA-TNA officials must make sure that the X divi- 
sion wrestlers continue to have a stage on which 
they can shine. Working together, NWA-TNA and 
the X division can popularize a style of wrestling 
Uitel@matctomelccamelll(sii\\Melge) late melamine lale(s el-ace(-ra) i 
circuit for the past few years. 

But even as we hail the X division, NWA-TNA must 
(late me: Mercltclaleomm ye) Mei (cat maitcl (en merlime-e-lt Mm @ellisielp 
match. First of all, the matches would quickly lose 
their individuality if that were the case. Second, there 
simply aren't enough quality wrestlers who can work 
such a high-impact, in-your-face style. Not every 
high-flying indy wrestler fits the bill. 

There's also the issue of the talent that comprises 
the X division. All are extraordinarily strong athletes 
with bright futures, but they’re still relative un- 
knowns. Most don’t even know what a Low-Ki Is, 
which brings us to NWA-TNA’s biggest dilemma: In 
order to draw new fans to NWA-TNA, the company 
needs to sign free agents with name recognition to 
drive up the curiosity factor. But once those big-tick- 
et free agents are signed, what should the company 
do with them? 

The promotion’s September 18 broadcast, an 
unofficial reset of sorts, gave us an answer to that 
question. Unfortunately, we didn’t necessarily like 
that answer. 

On that PPV, Scott Hall, Syxx-Pac (X-Pac), Buff 
Bagwell, B.G. James (formerly Road Dogg), and Jeff 
Jarrett participated. Hall looked like he had aged con- 
siderably since his last appearance, and Bagwell 
foto antlale(qte mm comr-lej ami | Com (al-me UM Mn ig lemmele) Mmilg-reMmigeliy 
WWE, despite saying that he was going to drop 
“Buff” and again answer to “Marcus Alexander.” 
James looked like he could have been carrying 
twins, and Jarrett looked like Jarrett, a man who still 
has the stench of a dying, decaying WCW covering 
him, and who hasn't gotten rid of the putrid odor 
born from that wretched series of WWA pay-per- 
views. Not good. 

The only “brand name” that looked like he had 
any star power was Syxx-Pac, but considering that 
CMM el-lialeMelelel-veMellim@elm-lccarm Vall mULmA NL om 
we have to wonder whether the TNA faithful are 
ready to accept him. 

The glut of brand names hurt the reset in another 


way. Not only were older, overweight, and overex- 








posed wrestlers featured, they were featured promi- 
nently. It seemed like every other segment high- 
Ife] al (cteF- a (=) @ela(-me) Mm Umer lace alell(e lam tale are ta-t 
added star power to the show, their inclusion in the 
matches brought down the show's overall work 
rate and killed some of TNA’s credibility as the 
home of young, exciting talent. There was only time 
for one X division match, and that’s not enough. 
TNA officials must find a way to lessen the impact 
of the brand names while at the same time making 
sure they are used often enough that prospective 
fans will continue to be curious. 

There’s another wrestler on TNA’s roster, howev- 
=) mn" ateme(el-t-m ola lale M1) culm eleclaleMat-liiomerc-elle)i114im ce) 
the ring, even if you aren’t so familiar with his real 
name, which is now his ring name as well. As K- 
Kwik in WWE, Ron Killings was just another guy 
with a corny gimmick who couldn’t fit in. But as 
Ron “The Truth” Killings in NWA-TNA, Killings is 
the NWA heavyweight champion, the unmitigated 
star of the promotion. 


i} 

The entertainment part of the sports entertainment pro- 
duced by the Jarretts, Vince Russo, and company has been 
ugly at times. Having Bruce—the former Kwee Wee—defend 
his Miss TNA crown against women looks like a one-week 
gimmick stretched out way too far (left), while NASCAR 





stars such as Hermie Sadler (above) don’t add much if 7 $ 


they're featured regularly. 

















lf that strikes you as odd, that’s okay, because p» 
we were taken aback at first, too. At the time of * 
TNA's launch, Killings wasn't the most publicized 


star—Ken Shamrock was—nor was he an un- i 


known commodity with a big upside. A.J. Styles, 
Low-Ki, and Malice cornered that market very 
quickly. He was just another ex-WWFer on a roster — 
filled with ex-WWFers. 


That changed after a few weeks. Fans and ,A/J 


eee lelecwesyeclaccteMelel inte Milli mell Mike | om 
cussing the weekly shows. They talked about his_, 
commanding presence, how he brought star ? 
power to the show despite being relatively star- 
less himself. And as the good reviews kept pour- | 
Tale MlePm alm) ele) @elamiu(cmer-icem Cielme(talemuellelam 
On August 7, he shed the rapping wrestler gim- 


Wile. @e el-le-telat- Mace) mmelelele mi al-pMal- Mel (-rc1(-le Mn) 1-1) a a 


rock to become the first black wrestler to ever 
hold the prestigious NWA championship. 
Since winning the title, Killings has established 


himself as the strongest and most charismatic @ A 
wrestler to hold the belt since Ric Flair’s last run @ 


with the strap way back in 1994. 


You might figure that’s going a little too far, : ioe 


but rest assured it isn’t. Open up your 2002 Wres- - 
tling Almanac And Book Of Facts and judge for 
yourself. | 

WN Wiccee Maem rake M eli @iacme cul ham 
accomplished already. And as the promotion pro- ~ 
gresses, even better things seem could be on the | 
horizon. If it stays on its current course and gets 


enough people to buy its weekly shows, we're con- ~ of 


NWA-TNA” a year from now. E 
ae) mm (al-Mee(elele Me) mm igi- mi ellly(nl-t-t- male) caliale Mm celti(e| 


please us more. | | C] 
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UST 12 MONTHS ago, at the time the last 
“State Of Independent Wrestling” report was 
GD co ipiled in the pages of this magazine, it 
seemed like the independent circuit was spiraling 
downward at a breakneck pace. The gap between 
the ground floor and the lavish penthouse suite 
seemed larger than ever before. ECW and WCW 
had vanished, leaving the WWF on top, and every- 
one else} pretty close to the basement. There was 
TAUcMuirelei (Mel collate m Com el-mcolllaren 

Although the days of indy wrestling shows 
drawing |thousands rather than hundreds of fans 
seem long gone for the most part, in 2002 the inde- 
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some good stuff out there if you know \ 


and don’t wari. to pay $0.95 for 








pendents came back fairly strongly, as some tired 
old acts have moved aside in favor of a wave of 
hot, new promotions that hold the promise of bet- 
ter days for the sport. No place is this more evident 
than in the Northeast, where independents contin- 
ue to be abundant. By the end of the 1990s, the 
quality of independent wrestling in the Northeast 
quadrant had fallen behind that of the Midwest and 
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Just like both WCW and the WWF benefited from the 
Monday night wars, competition among independents 
in the same area is good for business. There were 
™ actually reports of people watching part of a Sep- 
~-—<"—_ tember 21 Ring of Honor show featuring the likes of 

=] Scoot Andrews and Xavier in Philly's Murphy Rec 
Center (left), then traveling just a few blocks to check 
out 3PW stars such as Christian York and Gary Wolfe 
# (above) the same night. 
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Florida's Future of Wrestling had something to brag about in 
April when a show headlined by a bloody four-way involving > 












Dusty Rhodes, Terry Funk, Abdullah the Butcher, and Kevin 


Sullivan drew more than 3,000 fans. ‘ 
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perhaps Florida as well, but with numerous pro- 
motional turf wars being waged in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, the Northeast is back at the 
forefront, with dozens of companies running reg- 
ular shows and drawing respectable crowds. 

The old ECW Arena (Viking Hall) has become 
the epicenter of a multi-promotion war, with a 
FlaleliUlmelmereiilerclali-Matiiale Mm Comcdiulel (om Um iil-le| (6 
so many loyal fans associate with the rundown 
venue. Since ECW’s demise, organizations like 
Jersey All Pro Wrestling, Xtreme Pro Wrestling 
(based in California), Combat Zone Wrestling, 
Major League Wrestling, and 3PW have all taken 
turns claiming the arena as their own. 

Just a few blocks away, the Murphy Rec 
Center hosts perhaps the country’s most talked- 
about new independent, Ring of Honor. It is one 
of several promotions around the country that 
emphasize in-ring action over backstage skits 
and long promos. Quite a few of the stars who 
compete in ROH (Steve Corino, Low-Ki, Spanky, 
to name three) also compete at least part-time 
for Japan’s Zero-One or other companies in the 
Far East, which is an important point to consider 
in any discussion of independent wrestling. No 
longer is it every young wrestler’s dream to 
make it big in WWE. A lot of those who would 
rather spend more time honing their in-ring skills 
than their personae toil in top-level indepen- 
dents such as ROH in hopes of making it big in 
the Orient someday. 

During the last six months, ROH, JAPW, CZW, 
MLW, and 3PW have been vying for the Phila- 





delphia area fan’s dollar, offering as many as 
five total shows in the area in any given month, 
and sometimes more than one on the same 
night. Some of these companies have extended 
outside Philadelphia and into New Jersey, 
Delaware, New York, and even as far north as 
Massachusetts. 

Some of the old guard on the East Coast, com- 
panies like Maryland Championship Wrestling and 
Delaware's East Coast Wrestling Association, con- 
tinue to provide consistent, quality product and 
show no signs of bowing out soon. Plenty of new 
promotions on the Northeast scene are just begin- 
ning to make their mark as well. And it is worth 
noting that an April 13 Future of Wrestling card in 
Florida that was headlined by Terry Funk, Kevin 
Sullivan, Dusty Rhodes, and Abdullah the Butcher 
drew more than 3,000 people! 

Rich in talent as ever, the Midwest suffered a 
bit of a blow when the WWE terminated its rela- 
tionship with the Heartland Wrestling Asso- 
relELifelamMm=liiialiatslilale Mm ial=melcell| eM (ce) ti Mial-me(-\'/=) (0) om 
mental loop. Ohio Valley Wrestling is now 
WWE’s only developmental program and is 
home to wrestlers like David Flair, R.C. Haas, 
Matt Morgan, and Shelton Benjamin. Many of the 
rising stars on the WWE roster are products of 
the developmental program: Men such as 
Batista, Rico (Costantino), and Brock Lesnar 
paid their dues in Louisville before being called 
TT oR Com ial-mel(em (-1-(0[0(-m 

The developmental program also provides a 
spot for Tough Enough winners to polish their 
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XPW continues to put on shows not for the faint of heart, but no longer is the group running only 


near its home base in California. In August, it became one of a handful of promotions to call the old 
ECW Arena (a part-time) home. Chris Hamrick and Kaos gave Philadelphia fans a terrific ladder 


match on the promotion’s first East Coast card. 


skills, as|the short, made-for-TV training regimen 
that makes up the crux of the show is hardly 
enough to prepare anyone for a full-time wrestling 
schedule|and workload, let alone a full-time WWE 
schedule|and workload. 

And although HWA promoter Les Thatcher was 
disappointed to see WWE terminate its relationship 
with his company, he continues to run shows in 
Ohio and/ the surrounding area with a solid roster 
of non-WWE talent. 

The Midwest is much, much more than just a 
(e-tlallate Mel gelelatemce)mme(-\'(-1(0) o)uit-1a)¢-1 Medco ae [late 
favorite IWA Mid-South draws impressive crowds 
for its big tournaments, like King of the Death 
Match and the Sweet Science 16, both of which are 
annual events. The even mix between hardcore 
wrestling) and smart technical grappling helps to 
bring in a diverse audience for IWA. Harley Race’s 
World League Wrestling is just one of the other 


I 
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prominent organizations in that region. 

On the Pacific side, you can see a strange mix of 
styles, as companies like Ultimate Pro Wrestling, 
Xtreme Pro Wrestling, and Pro Wrestling Iron pro- 
vide regular cards for independent fans, while 
smaller groups like Revolution Pro and All Pro 
Wrestling have garnered cult followings. Pro Wres- 
iitate Mm ige)amuslielsi@el-M (a(-Mei(el-1-1-) Mi iul lave mm (om- Mea l-| el-| 9 (=t1 = 
ligelatetr-ja'l(-melgeliilejdcela Mm (-m di | Mm-\\(-) mm ate N a pm 
United States, and with good reason—founders 
Michael Modest and Donovan Morgan are regulars 
with Mitsuharu Misawa’s Pro Wrestling NOAH pro- 
motion abroad. Iron has even had NOAH stars like 
Misawa, Yoshinari Ogawa, and Takao Omori on the 
feleter-l-}(e)gr:| mer: [gem 

UPW, one of the original training grounds for cur- 
rent WWE sensation John Cena, still has ties to 
Stamford, Connecticut. Since the turn of the century, 
Ultimate Pro Wrestling has been an unofficial devel- 














close eye on the goings-on there at all times. 
(UPW was where the two women who participated 
in Eric Bischoff's first HLA segment trained.) The 
ever-controversial XPW has spread its wings as 
far east as Philadelphia, but continues to garner 
most of its support near its home base in 
California, where its unusual blend of wild hard- 
rere) ¢-ar- lal (fore lalemal(elamihaiarem-[e(elamicmelli(cmele) ellie 

Mexican independent companies have been 
crossing the border for years, mostly into Texas 
and Southern California. One company, Azteca 
Lucha Libre, has even set up its base in Cali- 
fo] galt-Murs\Vce)(eliare mts (-miace(-jel-ale(—al@ (gel (ele relmerelaio 
that have been going on just south in Tijuana, 
where as many as three different promotions vie 
for the fans’ interest. The Canadian independent 
scene is still kicking, too, if just barely. The vast- 
ness of Canada doesn’t include a proportionate 
number of independent companies, but the lack 
of competition has given groups like Border City 
Wrestling and the Apocalypse Wrestling Feder- 
Fl ifelae- Merete Come] let jap 

One of the nice things about the independent 
circuit in the U.S. today is that a lot of the top stars 
are able to travel around the country. Thanks in 
part to the Internet, fans on the East Coast, for 
example, can learn about stars from other regions, 
order tapes from different promotions, and antici- 
pate the arrival of a star from, say, the West Coast 
or Florida. Therefore you're almost as likely to see 
someone such as Christopher Daniels, a Cali- 
fornia-based wrestler considered by many to be 
the top independent competitor in the U.S. today, 
in a ring in Wilmington, Delaware, as you are to 
see him in San Diego. 


Outside the United States, independents seem fF 


to pop up everywhere from Europe to Australia. 
Japan and Mexico both have a dozen or more 
regular independent companies, and promotions 
have appeared in unlikely locales ranging from 
Argentina to Afghanistan. The worldwide inde- 
pendent scene has a 
chance to continue to 
blossom in this new mil- 
lennium, and with little or 
no competition for the 
WWE empire on top, 
more opportunities for 
the little guys to grow 
present themselves all 
the time. O 


The Midwest is sometimes 
overlooked in discussions 
of independent wrestling 
hotbeds. It might not get the 
attention that the East and 
West Coast scenes receive, 
but it does have promotions 
worth watching, including 
Harley Race’s World League 





Superstar Steve. 


opmental house in that WWE talent scouts keep a 


Wrestling. One of his stars ff 
is named, appropriately, § 









iGNG 


Xs 


Mike Modest is proof that some young stars who thrive in the 
indies get noticed in Japan. When the California-based 
Modest and Donovan Morgan get breaks from their busy 
schedule with Pro Wrestling NOAH, they try to run their own 
shows under the banner of Pro Wrestling Iron. Several NOAH 
stars have made appearances there. 
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The state of international wrestling equals the state of wrestling in Japan and 
Mexico, right? It seemed that way in years past, but not anymore. Andrew 
McManus’ Australia-based World Wrestling All-Stars may have all but disappeared, 
but what about the goings-on in Great Britain ... and Puerto Rico? 
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HEN ANYONE COMPOSES alist of 
6 wrestling hotbeds, Mexico, Japan, 
and the United States tend to be 
the nations noted first. Back in the 1970s 
and 1980s, Great Britain was something of 
a hotbed as well. The English scene, which 
a generation ago gave us men like Dyna- 
mite Kid, William Regal, and Johnny Smith, 
is now beginning to thrive again, with 
Hammerlock, the Frontier Wrestling 
Alliance and a handful of smaller compa- 
nies emerging. 
Mexico might be known for its high-fly- 





| ers, and Japan its realistic, hard-hitting 


style, but wrestling in the United Kingdom 
has always been able to claim dominion 
over the scientific aspects of the game. 

BY -Yor-Co(-t-ae-le lem il-TMmit (mi Ci-le] gel @lelem 
Johnny Saint, and Steve Gray laid the 
groundwork for a style based entirely on 
classic wrestling holds, innumerable 
escapes, counters, and reversals. The tech- 
nical prowess of British wrestlers was sec- 
ond to none in the late-1970s, but the style 
was de-emphasized as American-style 
sports entertainment began to permeate 
Europe. For a while, the British scene was 
infested with lame ripoff characters like 
The Power Wrestling Ranger, British Bush- 
whackers, and The Imposing Undertaker. 
Now, the classic mat-based style has start- 


The British are coming! The British are coming! Several 
very talented U.K.-based wrestlers, including Doug 
Williams (shown tying up Spanky), have started to 
appear in U.S. promotions such as Ring of Honor and 


| Combat Zone Wrestling. And they don’t need to come 
to America to find adequate work. The British scene has 
| gone through a bit of a revival. 











Both All-Japan and New Japan have looked to major 
American stars of the recent past fo spark interest in their 
product. But while All-Japan fans can't wait to see more of Bill 
Goldberg (right), many New Japan fans are wondering why 
Joanie Laurer (bottom right, against female boxer Akemi 
Nakamura) is getting such a huge push. 


ed to gain popularity once again in a way it 
hasn't since the glory days of Kent Walton and 
his weekly broadcasts on World Of Sport. The 
refreshingly clean style of men like Doug 
Williams, Jodie Fleisch, and Johnny Storm—all 
of whom compete regularly on the American 
independent scene—has made them important 
international figures early on in their careers. It 
alfe}a) Muito) am ol-mcelate Mm ol-i(e)e-mi tao li ge)el-t-lp mien 
once again becomes the envy of the wrestling 
Nifolatep 

_ Japanese wrestling, or puroresu, has suf- 
(cielo Me) M1 (CMI celiuim elele) me olce)itle) ice) ar-] Mm t-(e) (erm: lale, 
wacky creative turns that have turned off a lot 


of fans. New Japan Pro Wrestling, once the | 


biggest, most powerful wrestling company on 
the planet, is now dealing with record low atten- 
dance figures and flagging interest from even 
its most loyal fans. 
Repeated attempts to 
cash in on the popularity 
of mixed martial arts com- J 
panies like PRIDE and K-1 | 
have yielded the worst of 
results. Tadao Yasuda, a i 
slow, plodding mid- | 
carder, managed to sur- | 
vive a few mixed martial | 
arts matches, and his 
popularity in that type of 
competition prompted 
matchmakers to elevate 
him to the top of the 
NJPW card. His disas- 
trous IWGP heavyweight 
title reign brought in 
record low TV ratings, 
forcing matchmakers to 
quickly bury him. Estab- 
lished stars like Yuji 
ETe te) t: Me(=) @iuit-lalarclalel (ere 
by MMA fighters only lose 
career momentum. In an 
effort to win back its dis- 
enfranchised audience, 
NJPW has been trying dif- 
ferent tactics, like booking 
Joanie “Chyna” Laurer in 
matches with the top male 
Stars a) the company. 
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If any company is gaining momentum in the Far 
East, it has to be All-Japan Pro Wrestling, a pro- 
motion in which the popularity of Keiji Muto, 
Satoshi Kojima, Kendo Ka Shin, Genichiro 
Tenryu, and others has helped spark interest 
anew. High-profile bouts fea- 
turing former WCW champ Bill 
CTolfelel-Vde Mirch cm landglelll-re mare) 
only the |Japanese, but fans 
worldwide. When Mitsuharu 
WIREWEMlleMeliuley-l mca Ve 
Japan two years ago to form 
Pro Wrestling NOAH, many fig- 
ured AJP\W was on its death- 
bed. Nothing could further | 
from the truth now, as All- 
Japan is the “buzz” group once | 
again for puroresu fans, while 
NOAH is plagued by stale tele- 
vision programs and live 











One of New vapan's big problems has 
been Antonio Inoki’s obsession with 
mixed martial arts competition. Just 
because Tadao Yasuda (left) had suc- 
cess in that arena didn’t mean he made 
for a good IWGP champ. Yuji Nagata 
(right) has been a solid IWGP titlist, but 
his credibility has been hurt by his fail- 
ures in MMA, 
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Satoshi Kojima and Keiji Muto offer fans many different looks and 
a few different personae in their All-Japan wars. The great match- 
es both of them turn in regularly are one reason why All-Japan has 
taken over as the Orient’s number-one puroresu company. 


events featuring few legitimate headliners. 

The real surprise of the last year has been 
Oth iiikem 2le-Kefolem—meilelel-tr-yel-laliiiale mmole aetiuirels 
group, which is a force in both Mexico and Japan. 
Once thought of as just another small indepen- 
dent company, the Toryumon is now a heavy hit- 
CU vt] erclammeles\ i lele merge) (elm all mereleleMuitcL (cme) (eb 
ger promotions like Zero-One and All Japan 
Women's jealous. The Toryumon is made up of 
Dragon’s students, all young, charismatic 
wrestler@that are as popular with traditional 
wrestling fans as they are with teenaged girls, 
who flock to arenas in droves to support the 
itztefeliiareMe| gee] om 

The Toryumon isn’t a powerhouse in Mexico just 
yet. AAA and EMLL remain locked in their decade- 
old rivalry for the spot as Mexico's top promotion, 
while smaller companies fight for superiority in 
Tijuana and other regional hotbeds. EMLL has been 
offering semi-regular pay-per-views for two years 
Te) Mi allespMolUi(oM--1-110M Comolli m@iu(-Melgelt)eM-lsl-r-(0 me) | 
AAA, which relies on its weekly television show to 
support its live cards. Both EMLL and AAA had 
been ratings winners on Tuesday nights for 
Spanish-speaking network Galavision for a long 
time, but a dip in interest saw the Lucha programs 
shifted to a Saturday time slot, where they are seen 
eo -Mere)arci(e(-te-le) Murrell cim-lecel (lala em 











| Has penercted a lot of buzz and excitement. And it 


at Arena Mexico are still common, as the 


| The raging war between the Colon fami- 


| IWA is the talk of the island, as both 
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Ultime Dragon the promoter has been 2 major factor 
in Japan and in Mexico, though more so in Japan. 
mis Toryuimon promotion, made up of nis studeriis, 


looks like he'll soon be back in the ring himself. 


In spite of the move, crowds of 20,000 


cultural significance of Lucha Libre in 
Mexico goes undiminished as the years | 
go by. 

Things are hot in Puerto Rico as well. 





ly’s WWC group and Victor Quinones’ 


companies fight for television superiori- : 
ty while drawing huge audiences foje | 4) 
live events. Fans in Puerto Rico are so | \@ 
dedicated to the sport that a recent out- 
foColeymejate) maciiem eh an A Om lam: Malllag(er:lalen 
like rainstorm saw 1,300 fans endure 
the frightening weather for 10 long 
matches, while 6,000 IWA fans showed 
up and stayed for a card in similar 
dreadful weather. Wrestling in Puerto 
Rico hasn’t been this popular in years, 
and the IWA, which seems to have the 
Tyo) oll mmatclalemcolmalelyamr-livemm' al @mr-lc-Melel litem tal-1ig 
best to provide an adequate supply for the 
Tatelgerelle}(-Melsjiirclacer 

Interesting to note is that the XWF, the 
Florida-based promotion that had stars such as 
Hulk Hogan, Curt Hennig, Jerry Lawler, and The 
Nasty Boys at its one and only set of TV tapings 
in November 2001 but never could land a TV 
deal, has found a home of sorts in Puerto Rico. 
Jimmy Hart has led an XWF invasion of the 
WWC that has seen such wrestlers as Kid Kash, 
Konnan, British Storm, and The Nasty Boys 
defend XWF titles against WWC stars. 

So with Mexico in a steady holding pattern, 
and Japan dealing with a topsy-turvy period for 
big promotions and independents alike, the real 
developments internationally have been in Great 
Britain and Puerto Rico. New stars from differ- 
ent styles are beginning to emerge on the play- 
ing field, and the impact they will make is some- 
thing we can only speculate on for now. If we’re 
TUM El Clle Melee] i meade (-la Comal (ecomr-lale Mm lale|t-laleme:| 
year from now, the map of wrestling hot spots 
may have to be sent out to the cartographers for 
some major adjustments. L] 
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The XWF lives ... in Puerto Rico. Kid Kash got very few op- 
portunities to defend that XWF cruiserweight title in the U.S., 
as the XWF never got off the ground. But Jimmy Hart and 
several former XWF stars, including Kash, have invaded 
Carlos oe s wee and are wreaking havac Heth 
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The one major American promotion split itself into two, and a second 


national player began to make its impact felt in the last 12 months. That 
means; there should be more top spots available now than there were 
last year. But it’s still not so ) easy for anyone to land one 





‘TATE OF 
eae NS ae ae A . 


GEES 
a St A 


OW THAT IT’S a year later, we'll admit that last 
ar’'s “State Of The Stars” should have been 













ye 
named “The State Of The WWF Stars.” Out of 


N 


the 17 wrestlers featured, only one, then-NWA heavy- 
weight champion Steve Corino, wasn’t under the 
employ of Vince McMahon at the time of publication. 

So every wrestler featured (save for Corino) was 
going afier the same basic set of goals, striving to 
win the same set of championships, and wrestling 
tat-e-tclisl=Melele) Me) Me) e)ele)a(-181 (s 

This year, wrestling’s universe has mutated a 
bit, and, fortunately, there are some new stars to be 
scrutinized. While most of the stars featured are 
WWE-contracted employees, the brand extension 
has changed things up. WWE stars aren’t WWE 
stars anymore. Chris Jericho is a Raw wrestler, 
and Chris Benoit is a Smackdown wrestler. The 
fact that| Vince McMahon signs both of their pay- 
checks matters little, because they’re essentially 
competing in separate promotions. After last year, 
such diversity is a welcome change. 

WWE's brand extension isn’t the only thing to 
have impacted this year’s “State Of The Stars” sec- 


tion. The| emergence of NWA-TNA has created new | 
stars and opened new avenues that weren't there | 


even as recently as six months ago. And while most 


of the stars that we discuss from NWA-TNA don't | 


ae WM tal Valelaplomecrerelelalit(e)a Me) Mm tnl= Mm at-\\ melee m=) tit (ee 
down wrestlers we address, that doesn’t mean that 
tel-iimarlu (sme lelam meri elaleMalels@-llelatet-i(e(-Min-) (mule) e= 
popular WWE counterparts. Different doesn’t nec- 
essarily mean inferior. 

The sport has changed a lot over the past year, 
and so have its top stars. New additions to this 
year's section include NWA champion Ron Killings, 
Low-Ki, Jeff Jarrett, and Syxx-Pac. All represent 
NWA-TNA well. The list of WWE newcomers is 
headed up by Brock Lesnar, Chris Benoit, Trish 
Stratus, jand Stacy Keibler. And gone from this 
year’s section are “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, 
Rhyno, Kane, Lita, The Hardy Boyz, Edge, Christian, 
Tajiri, and Corino, who now spends most of his time 
wrestling in Japan for Zero-One. 
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That's a lot of turnover for one year, but we're 
not complaining. The rapid rate of wrestler 
exchange makes our jobs that much more interest- 
Tate m-laleMevarli(cialeliale mm (Ucj@-lm em LCM em =m elele| la melels 
analysis by taking a look at the three main champi- 
ons as they stood at press time. 


BROCK LESNAR 
The Smackdown champion has lived up to his 
nickname of “The Next Big Thing.” In fact, it’s proba- 
bly time that Lesnar drop the “next” part, because on 
the Smackdown side of WWE's fence, there is no 
bigger star—not even The Undertaker. Lesnar’s be- 
come such a big star so fast that at this 
year’s SummerSlam, he turned most 
gi“, of the New York crowd against The 
‘=. Rock and actually had a large 
/.4 >: majority of the fans rooting him on 
/j\\- “& to victory—despite Paul Heyman 
3) lurking at ringside. 
Lesnar, however, has a very 


















Brock Lesnar gets an “A+” for 
his first six months in WWE. As 
smackdown champion, there 
. are a few things he needs to 
== work on, but nothing that he™ 

=. isn't doing right. 








Practically everything Triple-H does earns him 


criticism from someone. He probably deserves 
some of it, but since he’s the only proven main- 
eventer on the relatively weak Raw roster, is he 
being asked to do alittle too much? 





tough job ahead of him. At 25 years 
old, he’s the youngest WWE champion 
in history, which also means that he’s 
the least experienced WWE champion 
in history. And that shows from time to 
time. He’s not exactly polished in the 
ring, and his verbal skills could use 
Telit miir- le el-lal are pm erelal-ilel-lalale male 
starting point, however, there’s no rea- 
son to think that Lesnar can’t develop into one of 
the all-time WWE greats. He has the size, the look, 
late @(at=matelilleci@-lial(sitcem=le)i Ava (sae m= (e)m@e) mane) y= wale 
has yet to show). All he needs is time, and that’s 
something that he has in abundance. 

Despite all his early success, Lesnar needs to 
watch out for those comparisons to Bill Goldberg. 
Goldberg peaked very early, but he also flamed out 
extraordinarily fast. Lesnar is more dedicated to 
the business than Goldberg ever was, but it’s still 
Teli l=italigte mel mui al(eeme) (em =jeele) allem com 
be wary. He doesn’t want the same to | 
happen to him. path 


TRIPLE-H 

Triple-H is the most controversial wres- 
tler on the WWE roster. No one provokes 
more debate than “The Cerebral As- 
sassin.” A lot of folks like what he does in 
the ring and admire his no-nonsense 
approach to the business, but Helmsley is 
starting to develop a WCW-like reputation 
for protecting his own main-event spot by 
refusing to give the rub to wrestlers with 
main-event potential. That, and he gets way 
too much face time on TV. 

Whether such criticism is warranted is 
up for debate. Many insiders claim that 
he uses his position as a McMahon fami- 
ly confidant to secure himself strong sto- 
rylines and that he hasn’t done nearly 
enough to create new stars. To that we 
argue the following point: Yes, Helmsley | 
might be able to bend a little more when | 
it comes to his reluctance to give the rub jf 
CoM ofet-t-j] 0) [Bre] em i(-mr-lelelitle]pt-mme)li m@alom-| ire) 
doesn’t deserve ail of the criticism that’s | 
been levied in his direction. 

Other than Triple-H, is there anyone 
else on WWE’s roster who can create a 
star? The Rock can—and did with 
Lesnar—but he’s a part-timer who really 
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™ shouldn't be included in 
| this debate. Maybe The 
| Undertaker could push 
an opponent further up 
the ladder, but that’s an 
awfully big maybe, es- 
pecially because he’s 
never done it. 

It’s like this: If Triple- 
H is going to create stars on the Raw side, he’s 


cate: 


going to have to do most of it alone. That’s an | e 
awful lot to ask of any man, no matter how big his a 
sledgehammer is. Pon 
RON KILLINGS pe 
What can we say about the NWA heavyweight per 
champion other than he’s our favorite NWA-TNA «# 
el-lacelauilsm-laleme)eym (-r-lel inte merclavel(erc) (om CoM CLCcMale lic ee 
Comeback of the Year honors. La y 


A few unheralded wrestlers have stepped up to 
become big-time players in NWA-TNA, but none as 
much as Ron Killings—the former K-Kwik in the 
5 WWF. He’s intense, he’s entertaining, he’s charis- 
= «matic, and he’s a worthy NWA champ. 2 
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No one can ever accuse RVD of not being a crowd pleaser. 
His numbei-one goal when he’s wrestling isn't to win titles. 
It is to give the people a great show. That being said, Van 
Dam ought to be in line for a run with the Raw title. 





For all| of those who haven't seen the former 
K-Kwik in recent months, you don’t know what 
you're missing. Killings is the strongest NWA 
champion in nearly a decade, and he’s proof 
that WWE talent evaluators drop the ball every 
now and|then. We’ve never seen a turnaround 
so drastic. K-Kwik and Ron “The Truth” Killings 
are like two different people, and Killings is 
twice the|wrestler that K-Kwik ever was. 

Now that Killings has established himself, 
however, it’s time for the real work to begin. 
Scott Hal Buff Bagwell, and B.G. James (Road 
Dogg) might provide NWA-TNA with recogniz- 
able faces and familiar names, but as the NWA 
champion, Killings has to carry the ball. So far, 
he’s done an extraordinary job as the NWA champ, 
but we won't be able to gauge how he performed 
until maybe this time next year. If NWA-TNA is still 
around and new stars have been created from its 
ranks, we'll know his run atop NWA-TNA was a suc- 
eM PEE) Wome atrevel(iale me) mere) ia) e)(=1 (ime) Lm Ul =) 
map this |time next year, though, we'll know that we 
probably built him up a bit too much. 

We're betting on the former. Any takers? 


THE ROCK 

We debated long and hard about whether or not 
Dwayne Johnson (as he’s now going by in his movie 
credits) should be included in this year’s “State Of 


The Stars” section. You’re more apt to see him out in — 


Hollywoad than in a WWE ring now, and we have 
every reason to believe that the trend will continue (it 
might actually get worse!) 

We kept The Rock in this year’s section, however, 
because, |well, he’s The Rock—the most electrifying 
man in sports entertainment today and the industry's 
lets) @a-lelele (al h2-|0)(-B tle 

One thing The Rock is not, however, is wrestling’s 
most popular star. Not as in cheers vs. boos. 
















No one would blame The Rock for being a 
little put off by the nasty reception he got 
from WWE fans during his most recent 
appearance, against Brock Lesnar at’ 
SummerSlam. WWE ought to capitalize on 

it and bring him back as a heel next time. 





Sure, when The Rock returns to WWE TV, he'll be 
greeted by loud chants of “Rock-y! Rock-y!” That’s 
the way he’s always treated upon a return from a 
Ko} ate M-lel-\-ale mam = 10) Mim e)geler-le) Mn (o)pm mi ccL (cme) alemielg 
those chants of “Rock-y!” to turn back into chants 
of “Rock-y sucks!” 

Despite his success outside the ring, The Rock is 
having a hard time retaining his popularity with WWE 
fans. Wrestling fans don’t appreciate it when their 
stars move on to bigger and better things. That's 
why when Rock returns the next time (most likely in 
early-2003), look for him to return as a heel. That 
way, when Hollywood executives ask him, “Rock, 
why were they booing you out there tonight?” he'll 
be able to reply, “Because they’re supposed to boo 
me, jabroni. The Rock is the bad guy!” 


AA PE | 

Speaking of popularity issues, Rob Van Dam is 
the most popular wrestler on either of WWE’s ros- 
ters. His five-star frog splash, rolling thunder, and 
split-legged moonsault have the fans captivated. 
He’s proven to all of his detractors that he’s more 
utclamer-|ey-le)(-Me)mallalaliae mim LAL Mom elle Marcille: Lele, 
showing them up on occasion. That's why he took 
home top honors in this year’s “PW/ 500.” In our 
estimation, he earned his spot above everyone else. 
The Undertaker wasn’t just number two—he was a 
fairly distant number two. 

As we went to press, RVD had just suffered a 
tainted pay-per-view loss to Raw champion Triple-H, 
but he continued to look like the next wrestler in line 
for that title. But whether or not RVD is the Raw 
champion as you read this, he does have a few weak- 
nesses that he could improve upon. Most important- 
ly, “Mr. Monday Night” is in dire need of a speech 
coach. The only thing—and we mean the only 
thing—that is holding Van Dam back is his inability 








to cut a believable, passionate promo. His delivery 
is too laid-back and way too California cool; there’s 
no debating that at all. If RVD could improve his 
verbal skills to a point at which he wouldn't look so 
folE) CotctossreM pers Mercli(cme)mellcciiialemitl(eee)eileals ma nee 
be a lock for a long-term top tier position. 


Jeff Jarrett is not the NWA heavyweight cham- 
pion. We repeat: Jeff Jarrett is not the NWA 
heavyweight champion. 

That news—that Jarrett had somehow avoided 
rerclelillgiatemtareme We Werats lin) ellelaccial| em Celeimurlelalcm ale 
the NWA-TNA experiment—is one of the most sur- 
elatcilale MM (ulialetom-lelelelmtu-m ofc hia eles (aNelalmelceliilen 
tion. Many experts predicted that WCW/WWA 
ilele(-M oll l(eMarc\ em (ie. Ccem ial Comal(elime(-rclm@-M(e)ule mils 
ago and that Jarrett would have won and lost the 
NWA heavyweight title four or five times by now. 

Much to his credit, he hasn't. Apparently, being 
co-owner of WAT NA is enough of a power trip 
that he doesn’t actually need the championship 
belt to feel important backstage. 

That’s good news for all of us, because Jarrett’s 
recent title runs have seemingly coincided with 
itatemeCe\ Tal iclit-me) mm iilcme}geliielicelatcme) mil (oa mae 





Given that he and his father own NWA-TNA, 
Jeff Jarrett was expected to be one of, if not 
the biggest, star right trom the start. Believe it 
or not, he could stand to get a push that's a lit- 
. tle stronger. 


been champion. We're not kidding, either. We wish 
we were. : 


Jarrett, however, might be taking things too far 


in trying to extricate himself from NWA-TNA's title 
situation. He’s a star, one with a proven track 
record. Yet when you watch NWA-TNA, you some- 
times get the feeling that he’s being used as a mid- 
card wrestler perhaps a bit too much. NWA-TNA 
officials seem reluctant to push him for fear that 
el=re) o}(=m TIM Calin) Qi almeowe el-lialemejarehicle Mele) ia melels 
throats as co-owner of the company. 

Is it a lose-lose situation? Maybe. But more TV 
time for “Double-J” would be nice. 


Y2J’s reign as WWE undisputed champion has 
rete] jul-ar- alee (e)al=mmcl ile Mm (geiigmel-mcel(emmi@el(elimm@melemal (- 
career nearly as much good as it should have. Six 
months after holding the undisputed champi- 
onship for three months, Jericho was once again 
the WWE Intercontinental champion, a title that 
just screams mid-card madness. 

It’s unfortunate, because Jericho's lack of effec- 
tiveness as the undisputed champion wasn't his 
fault. He had to deal with Stephanie McMahon traips- 
ing over his every movement and stealing most of 


Although the way he carries himself 
in the ring suggests otherwise, Chris 
Jericho has accepted the fact that he 







man in WWE. But he can still be 
entertaining no matter how high he 
is on the card. 


is probably never going to be the 
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his heat. He was even relegated to taking Steph’s little 
elole Mell @celm@-MN'r-|L@-lsleMel-s-lal (nro me) oe- 1m ie 

Ric Flair would have never done such a thing in 
his heyday as NWA champion. Then again, he never 
would have been asked to do such a thing. 

Of course, it’s impossible to place all the blame for 
Jericho’s |missteps as champion on Steph. Jericho 
entered E as the sport’s hottest free agent, but 
his character development has been disappointing. 
Despite winning the undisputed championship, he 
never really developed a top tier persona, and he 
only has himself to blame for that mistake. 

It's hard to say whether Jericho will ever be given 
another chance to carry the promotion, but we’re 
Hated itat-coMiCome(oll lo) an iemn AA Mm iit-lar-le(-Jii(-tn) @et-1- 
happy with his placement as an occasional main- 
eventer. That means that he'll main-event a pay-per- 
view here and there, but it also means that he prob- 
ably won't be one of those wrestlers around whom 
the promotion is built. Any dreams he might have 
once had| of becoming the next Flair or Austin are 
ole} Tate Bi Ce) go unfulfilled. 


One year ago, we described The Undertaker as 
“starting to become tiresome.” We're not taking that 
back now 

Unfortunately for "Taker, he can’t go quite like he 
used to. A year ago, he was still able to wrestle the 
occasional four-star match while making his oppo- 
nent look \better than he actually was. 

That's |not the case anymore. And even though 
Vince McMahon continues to stick the big guy in 





| main events, he’s starting to develop 
Mliicom- Mal i L@ialelet-litiayel-Mel mn g-t-3al-)@ 
| where you’re damned if you do use him 
| and you’re damned if you don't. If you 
do use him, you almost have to use him 
at the top of the card, where he doesn’t 
belong at this point of his career. If you 
don’t use him, though, not only do you 
lose his presence, you also lose any 
Tele Mal-Miilfel iim ol-m-lel(-M Com elgoh lel min 
establishing the stars of the future. 

In a lot of ways, Taker is going 
talgellelaMmig(-matlec-jm@icelllel(ccre)ii(-melcig(ele mel 
his career. He’s too old for this but too 
(oll late Meco) mn titclemr- lice MMs m om elelin mali e 
It won't be easy, but WWE needs fo find 
a solution to the “Dead Man” conun- 
drum. 


Since he is one of the breakout stars of NWA- 
TNA’s X division, there’s a lot that we could say 
about Low-Ki. We could describe his matches in 
any number of ways and employ all kinds of flow- 
ery language in our attempts, but the description 
would fall short of adequate. It may sound hokey, 
but words can’t capture what Low-Ki does inside 
€:lale Melb cil (=) IM igl=Mere)aliig(=s-mme) Mm (ilove [0 t-|e-1e Med | gel (eg [= 
Kaa Muitele let li mel m-limelelciclalelisle Malate me (alec lm ele 
he is explosive and intense, and that translates into 
some of the most exciting matches being contest- 
ed in the sport today. 

One thing to watch 
out for is whether or J 
not NWA-TNA officials 
have enough faith in j 
Low-Ki to allow him to j 
step up and challenge 
for the NWA heavy- 
weight title. We could 
see an argument on 
both sides of the 
question. Low-Ki is 


One look at Low-Ki is all you 
need to take to figure out 
that he emphasizes sport 
over entertainment when he 
is in the ring. He is one of 
NWA-TNA’s hottest stars, 
and he's already a former X 
champion. He ought to just 
keep doing the things he's 
been doing. 
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small compared to the Ron Killings, Buff Bag- 
wells, and Scott Halls of the heavyweight division, 
and a few bad or awkward matches against the 
o}(oMticam ellie Maleiam@alte-itclalellalem-liieare msl -milals 

And there’s another reason why you might not 
see Low-Ki wrestling for the NWA heavyweight 
title: He might actually win the darn thing. We’d 
all be happy for him, but he’d also be permanent- 
WAM iceliim tute. @elhitielemm Orel at-iie(-lalalemial-1m (i> 
division is NWA-TNA’s strongest selling point, 
NWA-TNA officials probably want to keep it as 
potent as possible, even if it means holding back 
some of the promotion’s better wrestlers. 


HURT ANGLE 

Bhil-me)leMelt(-j(elameeluecaaliem lle) mm iiitilcg 
the former Olympic gold medalist will return to the 
platform that made him famous and try to contest 
for a second gold medal at the 2004 Olym- 
pics. He’s talked about such a possibility 
on many occasions and has said that 
WWE has offered to give him the neces- 
sary time off to pursue his Olympic dream 
if he so desires. 

We doubt that’s going to happen. Angle 
hasn't wrestled competitively at the ama- 
teur level since 1996, and even though 
he’s been rumored to have thrown around 
fo) diit-tam) 1O7-V-Wil-rc MAA lu dle lil @medar-liileliels 
Brock Lesnar during an impromptu back- 
stage wrestling match, he'd have to put in 
aCe) eo) mle) aaa Come (-) Merce ae mOl\ in) el omer-lii ls 
shape. A /ot of work. Beating a former 
i [O7-V Wot at-lii) oielimtcmelac-mtillsce mm Clellale mele) 
against young, hungry Olympic wrestlers 
is another matter entirely. 

It would also behoove Angle to remain in 
WWE at this point. He’s just starting to 
re [\V(-\ fo) o t= Me ol-] ohare moll loli inte mmreliil-italiale, 
that he hasn’t been able to do until recently. 
If he ran off to the Olympics now, he’d jeop- 
ardize that positive momentum, something 
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lt appears unlikely at this point that Kurt 


Angle will train for a run at another 
Olympic gold in 2004. He's better off 
sticking around in WWE, where he might 
finally be on the verge of enjoying a 
strong run as a babyface. 





that he probably doesn’t want to 
do considering that there’s so 
much more money to be made in 
WWE than there is on the ama- 

‘g teur circuit—even as a two-time 

“| Olympic gold medalist. We'll 
offer 100-to-1 odds against Angle 
IF i laTe mAs =m Cole (om Co) mele) (ep 


BOOKER T 

It's hard to argue that Booker T is being fofally 
misused, because he’s Raw’s most consistently en- 
tertaining character. Whether he’s in the ring with 
Goldust or delivering a backstage interview, Booker 
has all eyes on him and all ears cocked toward 
him—and that isn’t just because of the spinnerooni. 

Because he has been so entertaining and be- 
cause all eyes are on him, we can say that Booker 
is being misused. WWE officials don’t seem ready 
Come lM aliism-laatalince m elelar- Malle lemitliegerice Mme) mM ce)e) 
tier push. He might be a five-time, five-time, five- 
time, five-time, five-time WCW World heavyweight 
champion, but in WWE, he’s just another guy who 
rer Lammel-iM-lamelrcTibAYMmlit-lCeil-t-me-laleMmer-liilsmmelelele 
punchlines. 

We doubt that it'll remain that way for long. Early 
in 2002, WWE officials tried to keep Booker T a 
heel in spite of the obvious babyface response he 







Breaking out of the mid-card 
has proven to be much more 
elites @tgtelamerrers) slinre mu ey 
Regal’s clutches for Booker T. 
He’s in a strange position. 
He’s as entertaining as any- 
one in WWE in his tag team 
with Goldust, but it seems 
like he’s been ready to 
main-event for months. 







Se 


ny 































a FEBRUARY/2003 4 93 













7 a) 


S was e 
» YEN, 


| 


was receiving from the fans. No matter what Booker 


did, the fans got behind him and cheered him on—a 
testament to how much he was actually entertaining 
them. He was giving them their money’s worth, and 
they were supporting him because of it. 

They still are. 

Within the next couple of months, look for 
Booker to shy away from teaming with Goldust. The 
pairing might make for tremendous comedy, but it’s 
time that Booker goes after the big fish. The Raw 
championship would like nice around his waist, and 
we expect Booker will be chasing that title down 
before you can say, “Suckaaaaaa!”’ 


Hello, Miss America. No, Keibler didn’t secretly 
win that famous Atlantic City pageant this. year, but 
she has captured the heart of nearly every male 
WWE fan that has seen her on Raw over the past 
couple of months. Those long legs and that pretty 
face have earned her fans from coast to coast and 
sea to shining sea. She and Trish Stratus are the 
most popular WWE divas as far south as Texas and 
as far north as Alaska. 

Miss America, indeed. 

lf you think that it’s funny that we’re including a 
non-wresiler in this section, go to the head of the 
class. We thought it odd at first, too. But then we went 
down the rosters of both Raw and Smackdown and 
we realized that even though Keibler doesn’t wrestle 
(except for the occasional lingerie pillow fight or bra 

and panties match, of course), she’s one of the most 


popular superstars on either roster. If that doesn't 
define what a star is, we need a new dictionary. 

As for Keibler’s state, does she have anything 
about which she can complain? We’d love to see her 
managing someone full-time. As things stand now, 
however, she rarely has to put her body on the line, 
yet she’s a bigger star than most of the wrestlers that 
she hangs out with backstage. It’s a nice gig if you 
fer= |g ime(<) MO: |n(e Mm ¢=lle)(-)ame(el- Jp mele) Ma Com el-me li ialemele 
her position as WWE’s hottest diva anytime soon. 


NWA-TNA is home to a number of wrestlers seek- 
ing redemption. Scott Hall, Buff Bagwell, and B.G. 
James all want to make good in NWA-TNA in order 
to make good in their lives. Syxx-Pac is looking for 
redemption, too, and he might have the best chance 
of any NWA-TNA wrestler of finding it. 

Unlike most of the other NWA-TNA wrestlers 
looking for redemption, Syxx-Pac is not a problem 
rout i(e Mm (ele) 4iale Mm co) me-Me-i-lere) ale Me) mm taligeM@eit:|)(+-em a (-e- 
Fito ale) @-liM-lacelerclni@e)(e\ Uir-icem ieee @alcMmiele) aie 
his mouth once too often for WWE’s liking. No, his 
redemption is actually attainable, and he’s looking 
for it because he feels he’s been slighted by you, by 
WWE, and by the wrestling community as a whole. 
He feels used, abused, and just a bit confused. 

See, ‘Pac doesn’t understand what anyone has 
against him. According to him, all he’s ever done is 
put forth 110 percent every time he’s entered the 
ring, so he’s out 
iColelge)'(-miitclar-i im 
those “X-Pac 
sucks!” chants 
were little more 
than the rantings 
fe) (=r- |e] Fo el-fe) e) (= 
who only wished 
that they could 
do what he does | 
every night. By 
Telaiiare mele LiL 
syxx-Pac (back when 
he was X-Pac) was 
still turning in good 
matches when last we 
saw him in WWE. He 
left because it just 
seemed like a relation- 
ship that needed to 
end. He'll have ample 
opportunity to prove 
he can still be a major 
EVE EB Cae ie 


ues his career in 
NWA-TNA. 
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NWA-TNA, ’Pac hopes to prove that he still has 
what it takes to be a top performer in the only 
industry that he’s ever loved. We wouldn't be sur- 
‘aticeM Malemel (emia 


“The Canadian Crippler” wasn't a part of this sec- 
tion last year because neck surgery had him on the 
disabled list. He spent close to a year on the side- 
lines before returning to WWE’s active roster in May 
of this year. 

A year. That’s a lot of time to sit and reflect on 
your career, its highs 
and its lows, and all the 
little pieces that make up | 
everything in between. 

When Benoit returned | 
to action, he had a sin- 
gle goal in mind: to 
reclaim his spot as the 
pre-eminent technical 
wrestler in WWE. 

So far so good. In his 
first few matches back, 
Benoit looked a little 
rusty, but that was to be 
expected. Neck surgery 
can take so much out of 
a man, as can 11 months 
of relative inactivity. 
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LAR SE Sey gh hee | PB eft eh 2) “a2. Pet Fee ee Fae 
NVE jusT NOW valuable a player he can b 


To] ofere\ ary ¢elcrerccle Malia (om elcmr: | @mLl0M olcivecial Mall 
first match back. Nobody except Benoit, that is. 

As of press time, however, Benoit looked like 
| “The Crippler” of old. His maneuvers looked as 
precision sharp as ever, and his tempered fury 
still seethed from within. As far as we can tell, 
ate) @ailUCelamat:t-Meiar late (cep 

Actually, that’s wrong. One thing has changed. 
Benoit's last match before he underwent surgery 
was a triple threat match against Chris Jericho 
and “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin for Austin’s 
WWE World heavyweight title at the 2001 King of 
the Ring. Now he’s back in the mid-card. We 
don't expect him to remain there very long. 

While the term “Stratus-faction” may be get- 
ting a little bit old, its originator, Trish Stratus, 
is anything but. Stratus beat WWE women’s 
champion Molly Holly for the title a few weeks 
before this issue went to press, thereby becom- 
ing the only WWE wrestler allowed to compete 
olamelelinmat:\\mbeme)iirece. cere) ae 
Stratus’ win was not unexpected. The former 
valet has earned a great deal of respect by putting 
in long hours in the ring sparring, and now she’s 
reaping the rewards of all her hard work. Un- 
fortunately, on most nights, the women’s division 
continues to be a watered-down display case for 
WWE T & A. The only quality women wrestlers get- 
ting TV time are Stratus, Molly Holly, and Victoria, 
and three wrestlers do not a division make. With 
Lita and Jazz out, Jacquelyn favoring referee pin- 
stripes, and Ivory becoming a regular Tough 
Enough trainer, the division has had to rely on 
gimmick matches featuring non- 
wrestlers like Stacy Keibler, 
Torrie Wilson, Nidia, and Dawn 
Elam Come(c) mel'e 

Of course, one of the more ad- 
mirable things about Stratus is 
that she doesn’t care whom 
she’s wrestling or what she’s 
wrestling them in—she just 
wants to wrestle. And the more 
she wrestles, the better and bet- 
ter this diva gets. LJ 


and better as a wrestler and proving she 
shouldn't be WWE women's champ jusl 
because she looks so stunning. Now if 
only the women's division would gel 
stronger and deeper. 


Trish Stratus just keeps getting better 
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spots are still prevalent in many promotions, but WWE has toned 
things down in the last year ... maybe too much at times 





AST YEAR’S “STATE Of The Art” rundown 
| _ offered a glowing assessment of the state 
i ft of WWE. 

With its influx of young talent from ECW and 
WCW, the promotion found itself with “an amalga- 
mation of aerial, brawling, and technical styles” 
unseen since the 1950s. Young lions like Chris 
Benoit, Chris Jericho, Kurt Angle, and Rob Van 
Dam went toe-to-toe with Steve Austin and The 
Rock, presenting fans with innovative new styles 
and fresh new faces on top. 

An awful lot can change for one company in 
one year. 

If 2001 was a watershed year for smaller, more 
technically sound competitors, 2002 was a come- 
back by the monsters. 


In January, Triple-H returned from his quadri- 
ceps injury sporting a new, heavily muscled 




























Triple-H (above) and The Under- 
taker (left) were two of the domi- 
nant figures in WWE over the past 
year, even feuding with each other 
for a stretch. But with “The 
Game” much bulkier and a bit) 
NI slower since returning from ag 
WY torn quad, and ’Taker being 
"Taker, that didn’t bode wel 
for the pace and quality of % 

most pay-per-view main 
events. 



































physique. For most of 
the year, the new 
Triple-H relied more Jj 
folame)ali(-m-iiecialeliem-lalemm | 
a more plodding style | 
than the innovative ] 
attacks and quick 
counters that had 
established him as 
the top heel in WWE 
in 1999 and 2000. 

Triple-H wasn't 
alone. Hulk Hogan did 
the impossible and 
returned to the main- 
event picture, even 
winning his sixth WWE 
World title. The Un- 
dertaker had perhaps 
the best year of his 
career and established 
himself as a dominant 
champion. And then at 
SummerSlam, the 
Brock Lesnar era offi- 
cially began when 
“The Next Big Thing” 
collected a WWE World title win over The Rock. 

For the first time in the last several years, 
WWE pay-per-view main events were no longer 
consistently the most exciting matches on the 
cards. (Wasn’t that a problem that plagued WCW 
at times?) Sure, there were twists and turns, but 
the pace of matches slowed considerably, and 
the high-risk maneuvers were scaled back. In 
addition, some of the main-eventers started 
using more submission holds, such as The Un- 
dertaker’s Dragon sleeper, Triple-H’s sleeper, 
and Lesnar’s bearhug. Unlike the Crippler cross- 
face, Walls of Jericho, and sharpshooter, these 
old-school finishers lack drama. While effective, 
they’re not about to make anyone’s highlight 
reel. 

WWE’s shift back toward a bigger-is-better 
mindset wouldn't necessarily be a negative if the 
promotion’s secondary titles were also pushed. 
Unfortunately, since the brand extension went 
into effect, that hasn’t happened. Smackdown 
latctowme)gele(Uler-te Mele) as (-mrelliccie-lalellavemerglliisyal=ilelal 
matchups, but more often than not, two cruiser- 
weights seem to be thrust into matches with lit- 


Rey Misterio Jr. is one of the hottest 
new acts to hit WWE since Chri: 

Jericho. Vi Mahon needs to 
, o get him and more of 
those with his kind of speed, agility, 
and stamina closer to the main- 
event level more often. It’s now like 
WCW pay-per-views used to be: The 
best matches are often in the middle 
of cards. 








tle backstory and just a few minutes until the 
next backstage skit. For the most part, the most 
compelling cruiserweight feuds of 2002 (Tajiri 
vs. Billy Kidman, Jamie Noble vs. The Hurricane) 
have revolved more around the women outside 
the ring than the wrestlers inside the ring. 

In addition, none of the cruiserweight wres- 
(1 e- ee Le) (ma Comesar-li(-Jale(-mcolm Ulm al Ciceelaacuicl 
gold, as WWE’s secondary title is only defended 
on Raw roster shows. In WCW, up-and-coming 
talent such as Jericho, Eddie Guerrero, Jerry 
Lynn (as Mr. J.L.), and Rey Misterio Jr. were able 
to hone their skills against Ultimo Dragon and 
DIF TM ET lal Com el=i(ele-Mrlehulaleminlcemere)al(calicelemcels 
the TV or U.S. titles. It's a shame that winning the 
cruiserweight title doesn’t guarantee shots at the 
Smackdown title. 

The elimination of the hardcore title has effec- 
tively put a stop to the wild hardcore matches 
we’ve seen in years past. If there’s a good side 
to that, it should mean less insane spots and 
fewer injuries in the immediate future. 

The brand extension draft effectively killed the 
WWE tag team division as well, forcing the 
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Mark Henry was, for some 
odd reason, put in the ring 
against Tajiri recently. It 
became obvious that Vince 
ELV m Cul melime tila] 
some return on his huge 
investment in the former 
Olympian when Henry was 
a top 10 pick in the brand 
extension draft. His impres- 
sive size and strength haven't 


: mda into compelling 


breakup of The Acolytes and Dudleys. The thrilling 
tables, ladders, and chairs matches of a few years 
ago are a distant memory. In terms of prestige, the 
tag title has plummeted to the level of the now- 
defunct European title. 

In addition, in-ring work has at times taken a 
backseat to hotshot gimmicks. At the infamous 
September 9 edition of Raw, HLA overshadowed 
every match on the show. On the September 12 
edition of Smackdown, the much-hyped Chuck 
and Billy commitment ceremony eclipsed a spec- 
tacular match between Angle and Misterio. 

When peripheral storylines bury great matches, 
it doesn’t speak well for the state of the art of 
wrestling. 

While many felt that all the great wrestlers in 
WWE weren't given enough opportunities to just. 
look great while wrestling, there are rays of hope 
elsewhere. NWA-TNA’s cutting-edge X division 
has emerged as the most thrilling development in 
the sport. X division matches have featured 
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A.J. Styles had the honor of being the first-ever NWA-TNA X 
champion. X division matches featuring Styles, Jerry Lynn, and 
Low-Ki especially (all of whom have enjoyed reigns as champ) 
have been real treats for fans who like to see a whole lot of great, 
fast-paced, innovative wrestling on their wrestling shows. 
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compelling exchanges. If NWA-TNA can expand 
the division beyond Jerry Lynn, Low-Ki, and A.J. 
Styles and continue to present exciting and 
unique matches, WWE might be tempted to bor- 
row the idea and enliven its own product. 

Philadelphia’s Ring of Honor has positioned 
itself as the polar opposite of ECW in many 
ways, but it has managed to cultivate a growing 
core of fans. ROH contests begin and end with a 
handshake (at least they're supposed to do so), 
elaleMmelelecy(e(-Mlal(-ia(-le-)a (= Me omej talent himme)aelalieli (tee 
Somewhat surprisingly, fans in Philly (and else- 
where) have embraced the sportsman-like style 
ROH presents in most of its matches, and tapes 
are widely sold via the Internet. 

The East Coast Wrestling Association contin- 
ues to present its annual Super 8, which show- 
cases eight of the best indy wrestlers in the 
country in a one-night tournament, and many 
other promotions have attempted to stage simi- 
lar events that emphasize sport over entertain- 
ment. This year’s Super 8 winner, Donovan 


Morgan, may have the most potential of any pre- 


vious winner to make a major impact in WWE in 
the years to come, although he seems quite 
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happy in Pro Wrestling NOAH right now. Some 
of Morgan’s supporters compare him to Kurt 
rValel(em 

In late-August, the fledgling Phoenix Cham- 
pionship Wrestling promoted the first Russ 
Haas Memorial Tag Team Tournament, a 12- 
team event showcasing some of the best 
tandems from around the country. Teams from 
more than a half-dozen indy promotions (as well 
as WWE’s three-minute men, Rosie and Jamal) 
got involved. PCW promoter Donnie B said he 
hopes to present the tournament every year, 
just like the Super 8. 

Bottom line is that on the independent circuit, 
the art of professional wrestling is thriving, at 
least in certain areas, while WWE has been a bit 
stagnant. However, that could change with RVD 
making his run at Triple-H on Raw. There’s 
IMs Meow Meg at-laler-M M=\-Jar-[meerell(eMele-t-|.@elli muito] gome) | 
his formidable technical skills (skills he honed 
as an NCAA champion), as well as his you-have- 
to-see-it-to-believe-it shooting star press. WWE 
needs a shot of adrenaline. lf neither RVD nor 
Brock can provide it, it's up to the indies and 
TNA’s X division to bring more of the artistry 
back to the big time. O 
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IKE A BEACHFRONT home pummeled by 
hurricane-force winds, World Wrestling 

/ Entertainment is standing strong ... but the 
storm had better blow over soon, or there might be 
significant structural damage. In last year’s “State 
Of The Business,” we warned that pro wrestling— 
along with the rest of the economy—was headed 














toward a major downturn, yet the WWF was well- 
equipped to withstand a recession. 

Was this financial storm more or less severe 
than we had thought? 

Actually, we didn’t expect the industry to take 
this kind of beating. It's convenient to blame 
WWE's failure to elevate new stars on its creative 
team. But WWE has done a good job of 
making Brock Lesnar a credible champi- 
on, and it has recovered from The Rock’s 
| departure for Hollywood and Steve 
Austin’s unexpected meltdown. 

From a creative standpoint, WWE has 
emphasized more actual wrestling in 
2002 (at least with the Smackdown 
lole-lalepMe-laleme-hicelio(-leMerelah cel lUii-le Mile) ol 
such as last year’s Alliance storyline. 
WrestleMania X-8 and SummerSlam 2002 
were two of the greatest WWE/WWFE pay- 
per-views of all-time. The brand exten- 
sion ensured some variety on the Raw 
and Smackdown shows. 

Compare those critical triumphs with, 
| really, all that matters in any business: 
| the hard, cold financial numbers. 
VW iitgtelt) at: melellle)@mig(-malllinlel=)e-me-| g-meiere | ae 
PANetete] collate MmCoMitMmile-jGrellt-lai-lamileccliete|| 
report, WWE earned a meager $2.5-mil- 
lion in net profits for the three-month 
eleva telem=lalel inte milel \Mrcomme-lile Mm Cal-l@lares(t(e(-te 
a $2.2-million settlement from the 
Parents Television Council. That com- 
pares to $12-million during the same 
period in 2001. And, although WWE had 
more utclame(elt|e) (fem tule number re) IG) live 


Any discussion of “The State Of The Business” 
starts and ends with the name Vincent Kennedy 
McMahon. The major decisions he ultimately 
| makes impact just about everyone else in the 
industry in some way. Right now, he must decide 
what needs to be done to reverse the fortunes of 
his company. 
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Long-term planning is something WWE 
needs to focus on. Look at what six months 
of good planning did for Brock Lesnar’s 
career. Instead of dwelling on what the rating 
for Chris Jericho's segment_on next week's — 
Raw will be, WWE should worry about turn- ms. 
ing young menike the man’Lesnar is pint) q | 
ning, Randy Orton, int a fide stars. ia 





events to 87, it attracted a total of only 500,400 
fans. Last year, total attendance was 415,000 for 
only 43 events. Right now, the drop in live event 
attendance might be just as damaging to WWE 
as the weaker television ratings and pay-per- 
view buy rates. 

WWE?’s assets total $456-million, only half of 
what the company was worth one year ago. It’s 
also a far cry from the $1.1-billion that WWE was 
worth in 2000. Still, the company has an impressive 
amount in cash reserves, totaling $277-million. 

The fact that a decent portion of 
2002’s Raws, Smackdowns, and pay- 
per-views seem to be superior to last 
year’s lends some credence to the the- 
ory that wrestling is a cyclical busi- 
ness, although that’s an overly simple 
explanation of the industry’s peaks and 
valleys. Nevertheless, historically, 
wrestling experiences an upturn when 
a new generation are given a reason to 
be drawn to it. Because those upturns 
are based on faddish trends, it’s logical 
that business will go downhill regard- 
less of the quality of the product. 
During those times, it’s wise to keep 
diehard fans happy, as WWE has tried 
to do with quality wrestling as of late. 
N'f@a' "iro Ife tal-m=) ¢: (01 me) e) oles-ji (-mel lla late mit 
final months, as evidenced by the 
World title reigns of Vince Russo and 











Although the first-quarter financial numbers for 
WWE looked anything but promising, there is no 
reason for panic in WWE. The company showed 
that when it’s at its best, it can put on block- 
buster shows. This year’s SummerSlam, high- 
lighted by Triple-H vs. Shawn Michaels, was fan- 
tastic. A strong buy rate was expected. 
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David Arquette, and everyone saw what hap- 
pened to that company. 

That isn’t to suggest that Vince McMahon 
hasn't looked like a desperate man as he 
searched for quick fixes in the form of shocking 
television (HLA, for example). What he must 
accept is the fact that fans that left when he pur- 
chased WCW, and those who have left since, 
Volga el-Mere]ial lave mm ey-(e1. Min mel ge) cto (el) eller l OL -me) | 
one controversial episode of Raw or Smack- 
down. Consistently excellent wrestling is the 
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The Rock was one_of 
two major stars WWE 
basically lost in 2002. 
Given his success in 
films, he’s yiely iC) 
ever be a full-time 
wrestler again. It’s pos- 
sible that McMahon will 
someday look back 
and see Rovk’s depar- 
\ ture for Hollywo 
good thing. 





best way to caer the most level’ fans kena Me) alee 
term planning is essential. Casual fans will return 
when wrestling finds its next big concept. 

WWE does deserve credit for exhibiting remark- 
able discipline by sticking with the brand exten- 
sion. Others might have been tempted to merge 
the Raw and Smackdown brands again in order to 
have one big, star-studded roster. 

It’s worth pointing out that WWE does have a 
comfort zone. While television ratings have 
dropped, Raw and Smackdown are often ranked 
as the number-one programs on TNN and UPN, 
respectively. International markets are largely 
untapped revenue streams. “Global Warning,” 
which took place in Melbourne, Australia, shat- 
tered the attendance record for Colonial Stadium 
by drawing 56,700 fans. In March, the “Smack- 
down” tour of Asia—which consisted of three sep- 
arate shows in Japan, Singapore, and Malaysia— 
was even more successful. The establishment of 
an international office in London should help WWE 
make further in-roads into these markets. 

As of September 24, however, the WWE stock 
price was at an all-time low, $8.30 per share. 
That’s even lower than it was during the same 
period in 2001 when the New York Stock Ex- 
change was still reeling from the September M1 
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terrorist attacks. But all media and entertainment 
companies have suffered during the recession 
because discretionary spending is always the first 
to drop. Unlike Martha Stewart, who took her com- 
pany public on the same day as WWE, the Mc- 
Mahon family has not been tainted by the corpo- 
rate scandals that made headlines in the United 
States in 2002. 

While WWE hopes the financial crisis has 
already hit bottom, many stock market analysts 
believe the economy will founder at its current 
level for the next several months. Nevertheless, 
WWE continues to turn a profit even in the worst 
of times—and there are many companies that 
haven’t been so fortunate. There is hope that the 
SummerSlam 2002 buy rate and slightly better TV 
ratings will improve WWE’s financial picture in its 
second quarter, which ended in late-October. 

NWA-TNA finds itself in the same financial 
storm as WWE, cbse the ay i seem to be 
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Unless you follow NWA-TNA closely, you probably don’ 
ecognize new NWA tag champs James Storm and Chris 
Harris (below). Until it has a larger fan base and draws 
higher pay-per-view buy rates, TNA must rely heavily on 
lesser ¢ limited number of big 


names such as Syxx: ‘Pac and Scott Hall (left). it makes 













names and use only a 





floating along in a lifeboat, compared to the 
McMahons’ venerable ocean liner. The Jarretis 
took on some water during the summer when 
they discovered that TNA pay-per-views had 
been made available in only 30 million homes, 
compared to the 50 million homes upon which 
they had based their business model. 

The Jarretts started bailing out the water by 
making TNA available in more homes and taking 
cost-cutting measures. They have cut down on 
their use of more expensive stars such as Scott 
Hall and Buff Bagwell, and have moved to a 
smaller venue. Most importantly, they are on the 
i-1ce(-Me) Miia dale m-m-\aplel (orc) ile)ame(-r-1m Comte 
Saturday Morning, TNA’s show that airs exclu- 
sively in Tennessee, available in 30 to 50 markets 
nationwide. Fortunately, the Jarretts say TNA is 
TamaceMmiislinliat-tina@met-lale(-lamelme-Jaleiadiale mele) ism ae) g 
now, it’s steady as she goes. 
Where ao ieee companies hope to be a year 
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from now? Of course, WWE wants to take 
ILM dal=Mualeloslel=)e-mmeleliave mele) iamr-lileMmuiteL«- 
dat-vinme(oMelom-(el-lsmeWelaleni(-latsme(el-|melmial= 
brand extension was to offer Raw and 
smackdown brand pay-per-views, and there 
have been reports that they will be offered start- 
ing as early as February. This will have a better 
chance of working if WWE lowers prices to 
entice fans into buying more shows per year. 

Meanwhile, TNA hopes its syndicated pro- 
gram—along with greater exposure from In 
Demand and availability in the Canadian mar- 
ket—will convince more fans to at least sample 
its PPVs. Right now, the Jarretts’ primary chal- 
lenge is simply letting current and former 
wrestling fans know that TNA exists. 

Any upturn or downturn involving WWE and 
TNA directly impacts the independent circuit. For 
example, there are plenty of WWE viewers who 
never attend indy shows, but one is less likely to 
hear of indy fans totally snubbing WWE. Unlike 
in previous years, when WCW and ECW were 
still in business, WWE bears the burden for the 
entie Caren all ig OJ 
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The future doesn’t lo 0k quite so bright that V ince McMaho on’s ¢ 
- But that doesn’t mean de comsday is 
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PRE FUTURE 


S GO THE fortunes of WWE, so, too, goes 
the future of pro wrestling. That may be a 
bit of an oversimplification, but not by 
much. More than 18 months after Vince McMahon 
purchased WCW to become the uncontested 
champion on the U.S. wrestling scene, its stock is 
slipping. While the company remains profitable, 
arena attendance is down. TV ratings are down. 
Merchandise sales are down. And with no Rock or 
Steve Austin waiting to come to the rescue, and 
STII CTe)(elel-lge male) melsmigiem'(-1ee(cMelmileliliare mc Me(-t-] mC 
role) salcMe-| oler-[ae Pam tat-jame lel alui-] ae mm tacvale Mme lel-t-)0m mm [ele] 
like it’s about to reverse itself. 

Long-time wrestling fans love to tell others that 
wrestling is a cyclical business. It’s easy to assert 
that after the unprecedented 1996-2000 boom peri- 
od, it was only natural that the wrestling business 
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of the ongoing economic recession. Whether you 
believe in the cyclical theory or not, this downturn 
is particularly worrisome for one major reason— 
WWE is no longer a privately held company. 

As a publicly traded entity, the future of WWE 
depends on the satisfaction of its shareholders, 
and the satisfaction of shareholders depends on 
the performance of WWE. A portion of those 
shareholders hopped on the sports entertainment 
bandwagon when the federation was doing record 
business. Now that revenues have leveled off, 
datet-t-me-yit-la-lale)(e(-)e-Mrilelsl@mel=mm (cite) (re Mm Come ll lai) e) 
their WWE stock in search of the next hot short- 
term investment. 

This has already affected the creative aspect of 
WWE programming. When WWE was losing the 













* \ = § We'd love to be able to tell you that Bill Goldberg will be sign- , 
-*»  ) ing with WWE in the next few months, and his presence alone , 
_ will cure what ails not only the company, but wrestling in gen- 
em © eral. Goldberg might or might not join WWE, but there are — 
* bigger, more important things to worry about in the future. 














Perhaps it’s time for 
everyone in WWE to 
acknowledge that the 
“Attitude” era—high- 
lighted by a great, 
wacky Vince McMahon 
vs. Steve Austin feud— 
is basically over. It’s 
time to search not nec- 
essarily for a next hot 
wrestler, but rather a 
next big concept. 


Monday night rat- 
ings wars to WCW 
in 1997 and 1998, 
WWE relied on 
more over-the-top, 
risqué storylines to 
try to steal WCW’s 
audience. 

While the “WWF Attitude” campaign, together 
with the breakthrough Vince McMahon-Steve 
Austin feud, helped WWE regain its position as 
the top promotion in the U.S., it wasn’t without 
its failures. From Beaver Cleavage to Sable’s 
bodypaint, from the Val Venis castration angle 
to Mark Henry’s transvestite encounter, the pro- 
motion pushed the envelope to an absurd 
degree. 

In late-2002, it appears as if McMahon is going 
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Another important thing for WWE to consider is 
that as great as guys like Chris Benoit (and Edge 
and RVD) can be, there is no guarantee that any- 
one on the roster today is going to be the next big 
icon if promoted correctly. Larger-than-life stars 
like Austin, Rock, and Hulk Hogan don’t emerge 
every year ... 
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back to the absurd. In recent months, we have 
been inundated with HLA, a lingerie pillow fight, 
and the Chuck and Billy commitment ceremony. 
The big question is how will WWE shareholders 
and advertisers react to these controversial—and 
in some cases, pointless—storylines, particularly 
if there’s no new Austin to rise up, capture the 
fans’ imagination, and boost ticket sales and pay- 
per-view buy rates? Contrary to what Eric 
Bischoff likes to say on TV, controversy doesn’t 
always equal 
cash. 

WWE desper- 
ately needs a 
new star to lift 
the promotion in 
The Rock’s ab- 
sence. In 1993, 
Hulk Hogan’s de- 
parture opened 
the door for Bret 
Hart. Hart’s de- 
fection opened 
the door for 
Austin and later 
The Rock. To 
use a well-worn 
catchphrase, 
who’s next? Kurt 
Angle, Brock 
Lesnar, Randy 
Olacelip Chris 


or even every five years. 











entertainment was replaced by that edgy 
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Benoit, Rob Van Dam, and Edge are lined 
up, but none has shown that he can strike a 
chord with mainstream America and bring 
new fans back to arenas. 

From a fan’s standpoint, the situation is 
promising in that these top “candidates” 
realize that any one of them has a reason- 
able shot at breaking through to that elite 
level, and they’re all going to be busting 
their tails to get their shot. That can make for 
some exciting new feuds and thrilling 
matches in the coming months. But what 
WWE probably needs more than one hot 
new star is a fresh new concept, be it an 
overriding storyline or new formula/ap- 
proach. In the mid-1990s, family-oriented 


What happens in WWE's future will have a direct 
impact on OVW's future. Rico (below) knew that if he 
worked hard enough in OVW, as a guy with a develop- 
mental deal, he'd probably get his shot in WWE even- 
tually. Matt Morgan (right) hopes his career will 
progress similarly. But what happens if WWE needs 
to cut costs and shuts down OVW? There won't be a 
good, clear, defined path to WWE anymore. 
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“WWF Attitude.” What’s next now that that “Attitude” 
formula appears to be burned out? 

lf WWE is able to get fans intrigued with the 
brand extension and to view Raw and Smackdown 
as competing entities, it should give business a 
boost. If the roster split goes the way of the most 
recent other hot shot angles (the Alliance, the 


return of the NWO), it will further damage the fans — 
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faith in the promotion. Why allow 
yourself to get emotionally in- 
volved in the storylines when they 
fofelUi(eMel-Me|ge)e)el-leMr-lalemmcelgelelatcip 
oN (cdg alieln) aa 

As Ronald Reagan used to remark, a rising tide 
lifts all boats. If WWE can pick up business, that 
augurs well for the promotion’s feeder system, 
Ohio Valley Wrestling. OVW can continue to bring 
in new talent and send developmental talent to 
WWE, ensuring new faces on WWE TV and provia- 
Totem folate(-laibl ie) e)olelattlalii(---mcelm@lileh mci) em elem Ul- 


other hand, if WWE needs to cut more costs and 
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NWA-TNA will need to keep the stars that it 
helps to create if it's to have a good chance 
of surviving. That includes X division stand- 
outs like Low-Ki, who has terrific matches 
wherever he goes. McMahon might be 
tempted to try to lure away some of TNA’s 
best talent. Then again, he might be better 
off giving TNA a chance to thrive. 


thus ends its affiliation with OVW 
the way it did with the Heartland 
Wrestling Association, develop- 
mental talent will be cut and the 
trail to the promised land of WWE 
will be even harder for an indy 
journeyman to navigate. 

The NWA-TNA experiment con- 
tinues, but that promotion’s long- 
term viability remains in ques- | 
tion. After less than three 
months, the pay-per-view-only 
company had already aired one 
“Best Of” show. While Ron “The 
Truth” Killings and A.J. Styles, 
Jerry Lynn, and Low-Ki of the X 
division have been breakout 
stars, they alone are not strong 
enough to support the entire pro- 
motion. Scott Hall, Syxx-Pac, and 
Road Dogg (now B.G. James) are 
providing Jerry and Jeff Jarrett’s 
promotion with some much- 
needed star appeal, but at what 
cost? Hall and James’ substance 
abuse problems have been well-chronicled. 
The Jarretts would be well-advised not to try to 
oLUi fe Mm Coleme-jegelale AiMrelammaut-iamiel ialer-ld(e]s mr Viciee 


NWA-TNA simply cannot match the financial 


resources of WWE. 

Last year at this time, the fledgling XWF was 
in search of a TV home while making headlines 
with a roster that included Hogan and Curt 
Hennig. McMahon cut that promotion off at the 
knees by signing both Hogan and Hennig away 
from them, leaving them without two of the 
superstars they had hoped to build upon. To 
make matters worse, Hennig lost a number of 
televised matches before being released, lower- 
ing his market value and potential drawing 
power in another company. 

McMahon wouldn't think twice about trying to 
snatch up a Low-Ki, Lynn, or Killings to reinvigo- 
rate his own promotion mortally while injuring a 

competitor. 
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as if it might have found a successful strategy. 
ameliiceddiare me lelelemyelelactuil-lir-iii om-lalemuey-tiny 
clean finishes, it has cultivated a following that 
is slowly growing. The promotion also sells 
videotapes of its events, opening a national 
niche revenue stream. Other indy promotions 
are following suit. If they are able to generate 
ile] ¢- We) Mt-meleraam-lialelale Mf: lil-m-l gem e)eeleltce Maleate 
quality, reasonably priced videos, they could 
vol -tele]iit-Ma eee) ii tle] (-mmm Mal-\an ellie lal amel-medar-li(-lale be 
ing WWE, but they could reach out to the disen- 
franchised fans WWE is unable to reach. ECW 
was able to build from a similar game plan. With 
the right backing and some savvy marketing, 
maybe ROH, XPW, or CZW will be able to do the 
same. 

Whatever happens, the next year will be a 
very important one for all wrestling companies, 


Vince McMahon and WWE more than any. LJ 
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WWE beats Bass. Bodybuilder 
Nicole Bass, who had appeared as 
Sable’s bodyguard for a short time in 
1999, lost her sexual harassment 
lawsuit against WWE in a federal in 
Brooklyn, New York. A jury of six 
men and two women rejected her 





fee By Harry Burkett 


lawsuit after less than five hours of 
deliberation in October 9. 

In the $120-million suit, which Bass 
had filed in September 2000, she 
claimed WWE employees had sub- 
jected her to “sexual indignities” and 
specifically charged that “Brooklyn 


Nicole Bass grabs Tori to prevent her from power-bombing Sable. Rena Mero testi- 
fied on Bass’ behalf in her sexual harassment lawsuit against WWE, but it didn’t do 
her much good. WWE was vindicated. 
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Brawler’ Steve Lombardi had groped 
her on an airplane. She also claimed 
to have been struck with a non-col- 
lapsible guitar as part of an angle on 
television. She alleged these inci- 
dents of sexual harassment and 
physical abuse led to her dismissal 
from the company. WWE said the for- 
mer Miss Olympia’s clumsiness was 
the reason for her termination. The 
trial, which had been underway inter- 
mittently since January 2001, resem- 
bled the theatrics of Raw and 
Smackdown at times. Rena Mero 
(Sable), who made similar allegations 
in her $110-million lawsuit against 
WWE in 1999, supported Bass’ claim 
that WWE was a hostile work envi- 
ronment for many female employees. 
Vince McMahon testified that the 6’2”, 
230-pound Bass had been fired 
because she had “two left feet.” WWE 
showed examples of Bass’ poor coor- 
dination via videotape. 

Bass also said that male wrestlers 
often entered the ladies’ area unan- 
nounced, and cited Triple-H as an 
example. Triple-H countered that he 
had only done so when looking for 
Chyna, and that he always asked if 
“everyone was decent” before enter- 
ing. “There isn’t one person who 
works at the WWE who would risk 
their dream job to walk in the locker 
room and see her naked,” main- 
tained WWE attorney Jerry McDevitt. 

“She just wanted money,” Cliff 
Hasey, one of the jurors, told the New 
York Daily News. The 44-year-old 
Long Island resident also admitted he 
was a wrestling fan and had gotten 
Lombardi to sign his juror pass. 

Lombardi’s wife cried upon hearing 
the verdict, and Lombardi told the Daily 
News that he didn’t feel tarnished by 
the trial. “Look who made the allega- 
tions,” he said. “If it was a respectable 
person, | could be tarnished. | never 
felt tarnished for one second.” 

Bass said she didn’t regret the 
lawsuit. “I’m a little person. I’m not a 
big corporation. | stood up for my 
rights and the rights of women. |’m 
really glad | did what | did.” 

Look for in-depth coverage of the 
Bass trial in the March ’03 issue of 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 


Borash addresses TNA woes ... 
NWA-TNA announcer and behind- 
the-scenes executive Jeremy Bor- 
ash, hearing the deluge of rumors 
concerning the promotion’s financial 
health, decided to set the record 
straight in a recent Web site posting. 

“The wrestling business, while on 
a perceived ‘downturn,’ is still a very 
profitable business if done correctly,” 
he wrote. “The ability to operate a 
successful wrestling company on a 
national level is something very few 
people understand, or have ever 
been able to do well. Even though 
ECW had an incredible product, the 
business decisions they made ulti- 
mately put it out of business. Don’t 
even get me started on the business 
decisions of WCW. 

“Thankfully, Jerry Jarrett has ex- 
perience on the ‘business’ side of 
wrestling, with most people agreeing 
that he is second only to Vince Mc- 
Mahon in that area.” 

With that promotional clearing of 
the throat, Borash went on to an- 
nounce that TNA’s Nashville-area 
program, NWA Saturday Morning, 
would be launched into syndication in 
30 to 50 markets nationwide. It was 
hoped the syndicated show would 
provide more exposure for TNA's 
weekly pay-per-views. 

Andre's daughter makes a re- 
quest... Robin Christensen is eager 
to attend WrestleMania XIX at 
Seattle’s Safeco Field. Christensen 
isn’t much different from other 23- 
year-olds in that regard, except 
she probably deserves to be there 
more than most. 

Her father, Andre the Giant, 
helped make WrestleMania the ex- 
travaganza it is today. She hopes 
Vince McMahon will find a way to 
honor her father at this year’s event, 
which will occur 10 years after his 
death. “It seems like they don’t honor 
him,” Christensen told Reuters. “It’s 
almost like he's forgotten.” 

Christensen, who stands nearly 
six-feet-tall, attended the Wrestle- 
Mania press conference in Seattle, 
where McMahon addressed her con- 
cern during an interview with Reut- 
ers. “We honor Andre’s memory al- 
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Andre the Giant and his manager, Bobby Heenan, attend a press conference prior to 
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Andre’s historic WrestleMania Ill showdown with Hulk Hogan. On the 10-year an- 
niversary of her father’s death, Robin Christensen has asked WWE to honor his 


memory at WrestleMania XIX. 


most every day. Hardly a day goes 
past where we don’t think and/or talk 
about Andre, but nothing specific [is 
planned] for WrestleMania.” 
Unfortunately, Andre's travels 
didn’t allow him to spend much 


time with his daughter, Christensen 
was raised by her mother in the 
Seattle area. 

By the way, Christensen added 
that Andre “could take” The Big 
Show. 


(For the period of September 1-30) 


30-Day High: 9.90 on September 4, 13, and 16 

30-Day Low: 8.17 on September 24 

52-Week High: 15.83 on March 20, 2002 

52-Week Low: 8.17 on September 24, 2002 

The value of WWE shares dropped to their lowest point ever 
on September 24, the result of a very sluggish stock market 
overall. Media companies like WWE have been hardest hit in the 
economic downturn. After predictions of a spring recovery 
tT gal=te Moll) mice elm golalemmollloli(elhmal-l(oMeveliilar-lal(-tMel-rerclame-L dire mln) 
even worse beating as investors feared a “double-dip” recession 
(we aren't talking ice cream, folks), meaning the current recovery 
could slip back into a second recession. 

The drop in television ratings and pay-per-view buys hasn't 


helped WWE, either. 


On the bright side, the hype over WrestleMania XIX reminds 
general investors of WWE successes, and generally increases 
the price of the stock. WWE announced the next ’Mania will take 
place at Safeco Field in Seattle, Washington, on March 30, 2003. 
Approximately 50,000 fans are expected to be in attendance. 

In terms of long-term growth, the greatest potential still lies in 
the international market, where WWE has made progress. WWE | 
has extended its television agreement with Total Sports Asia to | 
Tarediece(-Mrerelal-ielin(-lameleele(elei ml ler-lalcjiale mm alelii (= Maile -lel-mr-] ale Mm OAs BI-# 
publications, and event sponsorships across Asia. It has also 
secured licensing agreements with companies in Japan, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Taiwan. 





4 FEBRUARY/2003 a 69 


Ld breakdown 
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Raw (TNN): 3.4 

Analysis: The WWE flagship program dropped to its lowest 
rating in recent memory, despite the highly controversial HLA 
angle, in which General Manager Eric Bischoff brought in Jenny 
| Loony Lane and Savvy of California’s Ultimate Pro Wrestling to 
engage in kissing and suggestive touching. Bischoff may be- 
lieve “controversy creates cash,” but controversy must first cre- 
ate higher ratings, which this angle failed to do. 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.7 

Analysis: Which brand is winning the promotional war? It 


Raw (TN): 3.5 

Analysis: The previous week’s HLA angle had no discernable 
effect on this week’s rating, although there was still fallout from 
Eric Bischoff's masquerade as a justice of the peace during the 
Billy-Chuck wedding. Stephanie McMahon disguised herself as a 
feminist protester in the fictitious International Organization of 
Women and kicked Bischoff below the belt. Also, Chris Jericho 
beat Rob Van Dam for the I-C title. 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.5 


eek beginning September 23 


Raw (TNN): 3.6 

Analysis: Eric Bischoff announced Vince McMahon had insti- 
tuted a freeze on talent-stealing between the two brands, and 
later introduced Randy Orton and The Hurricane as his last- 
minute recruits from Smackdown. It sure helped The Hurricane, 
who teamed with Kane to defeat Lance Storm and Christian for 
the World tag title. Ric Flair and Raw champ Triple-H beat Buh 
Buh Ray Dudley and Rob Van Dam in the main event. 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.6 

Analysis: This might have the best Smackdown ever in 


Raw (THM: 3. 6 
| Analysis: The great aspect of Raw champion Triple-H going 
| into “Ric Flair championship mode” is that anyone seems to have 
_a shot at beating him. He won a close one against Buh Buh Ray 
Dudley on this night, and against Jeff Hardy the previous week. 
He must be watching tapes of Flair’s old matches against Sam 
Houston. Also, Kane defeated Chris Jericho for the I-C belt and 
thus earn a unification match against Triple-H at No Mercy. 

Smackdown (UPN): 3.6 


70 a PWla 


— - ae a a Lae | ee = 
7 ! z). aN 
- a‘ I 


Se eh a ae 
= :— —— —— —— = mis tae 4 


might seem as if Smackdown barely has the ‘alles over Raw. But 


it's important to note that Smackdown’s 3.7 rating is consider- 
ably higher than Raw’s 3.4 because Smackdown’s overall num- 
ber is a broadcast rating, rather than a cable rating. This week’s 
program featured the much-publicized commitment ceremony 
between Billy and Chuck, which resulted in a slightly higher 
number than usual. 

Velocity (TNN): 0.9 

Confidential (TNN): 1.0 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.0 


Aaalvals Billy and Chuck, with momentum sjerimieg from their 
successful wedding angle, gained an upset win over Kurt Angle and 
Chris Benoit. After reaching the height of ridiculousness the previ- 
ous week, Smackdown returned to a more sports-oriented feel. The 
Undertaker challenged Smackdown champion Brock Lesnar to a 
confrontation, which resulted in a brawl at the end of the show. 

Velocity (TNN): 0.7 

Confidential (TNN): 0.7 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 0.8 


terms of all-around pure ‘orestling 3 action. Eddie Suortari 
sunset-flipped Edge off a ladder and turned it into a power | 
bomb, as he did against Rob Van Dam a few months earlier | 
on Raw. Edge later “Edge-a-cuted” Guerrero from the top of a 
ladder to win the no-DQ bout. Rey Misterio Jr., in his home- 
town of San Diego, defeated Kurt Angle and Chris Benoit in a 
three-way match. 

Velocity (TNN): 0.7 

Confidential (TNN): 0.6 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 1.0 


Avalvals: Kurt Angle and Chris Benoit cost beach other 2 al victory 
during their three-way against Rey Misterio the previous week, 
and they continued the trend on this edition of Smackdown. 
Benoit caused Angle to lose a match to Edge, and Angle cost 
Benoit his main-event match against Misterio. This competitive 
mayhem has made Smackdown very compelling as of late. 

Velocity (TNN): 0.7 

Confidential (TNN): 0.7 

Sunday Night Heat (MTV): 0.8 





a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS 


THE he OST AWESOME 


4  séRESTLING MAGAZINES 


al & et y= V E 

ge oe an i 

j ou aad BisORE Taty 

ae oar — The largest, most colorful magazine specials we've ever 
published are now being offered at unbelievable savings! 


Order the four-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 
more than 30% off the original newsstand price! 





>>WRESTLING PHOTO ALBUM (VOLUME 3) 

Printed on heavy coated stock, the album contains more than 140 
full-page color photos of wrestling’s greatest stars, most beautiful 
women, and wrestlers before they were stars. 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2000) 

The first magazine of its kind, this 180-page edition takes a 

i RECAP OF 2000! | full-color, month-by-month look at Y2K, the most tumultuous year 
sanasbaant mand 4 in the sport's history. 


>>WOMEN OF WRESTLING (FALL 2001) 

We selected the 100 most beautiful women in wrestling history and 
asked you to rank them in order. 180 color pages you won’t be able 
to take your eyes off! 





>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2001) 
The cover headline said it all: “The Year That Rocked The Sport.” 
Month-by-month details. 180 pages! Amazing photos!. 


SSS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS ST SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS Se ee ee eee eee eee es ee 


WT'VE GOTTA HAVE THEM! Please send me the PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS specials I've indicated below. | am enclosing $9.95 per 
copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. OR let me save more than 
30% by ordering the SuperSet of all four for $27.95 (plus $3 postage and handling). 


(] WRESTLING PHOTO ALBUM—Volume 3 For all orders outside the U.S., the cost per 
(39.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) single issue is $9.95 (plus $4.50 postage 


0 2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2001 and handling) for surface mail or $9.95 
j (plus $10 postage and handling) for air- 


mail. The cost for the SuperSet to be deliv- 


($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


[|] WOMEN OF WRESTLING—Fall 2001 * ered by surface mail is $27.95 (plus $9 
($9.95 plus $9 for postage and handling) postage and handling). For air mail deliv- 
ery, $27.95 (plus $9 postage and handling 
(J 2001 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2002 iterate 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) all other countries). International money 
| orders in U.S. funds only, Please allow 6-8 

C) SUPERSET—All Four! weeks for delivery, 





($27.95 plus $3 for postage and handling) 
Please indicate method of payment: 
(| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


(| Visa | MasterCard # 


Expiration date: _f 
MO/YR 
signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co., PO. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Print your name and address clearly 
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officially switched sides. Only a 

few months ago, in the Sep- 
tember 2002 issue, | proclaimed that 
Raw was superior to Smackdown. It 
took me only one week following the 
brand extension to figure that out. | 
favored Raw because of its strong 
characters, such as Steve Austin, 
The Undertaker, Ric Flair, and the 
NWO. | rejected the conventional 
wisdom of the Internet crowd, which 
suggested Smackdown’s younger 
stars—such as Chris Jericho, Kurt 
Angle, and Edge—would give the 
Thursday night program a better ros- 
ter. Yet the Raw brand’s cards were 
simply more entertaining. 

How times have changed. Smack- 
down is now the superior brand for all 
the reasons originally given by the 
smart fans. It took some tweaking of 
the Smackdown roster and the melt- 
down of Raw to give Stephanie Mc- 
Mahon’s side the advantage. A 
younger, more athletic roster was 
Smackdown’s key to success in the 
long run. 

What happened, exactly? Hulk 
Hogan went back into retirement. 
Triple-H, Chris Jericho, and The Un- 
Americans defected to Raw. Smack- 
down recruited Brock Lesnar, Chris 
Benoit, Eddie Guerrero, Jamie Noble, 
and Rey Misterio Jr. In terms of tech- 
nical skill, Smackdown got the slightly 
better deal. Smackdown is doing a 
fantastic job of emphasizing competi- 
tion over mere entertainment. Con- 
sider how long Smackdown stuck to 
the formula of having a long-winded 
promo in the first or second segment 
of programs. Now, in the first, sec- 
ond, and third segments, Smack- 


a AW GETS SMACKED DOWN. | have 
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By Liz Hunter 


down emphasizes action, action, and 
more action. 

Meanwhile, Raw suffered the loss- 
es of Steve Austin and the NWO. 
Raw also got Triple-H, whose charac- 
ter has remained stale ever since his 
return nearly a year ago. As of press 
time, Raw champ Triple-H was slated 
for a unification match with Inter- 
continental champion Kane at No 
Mercy. Need | say more? Rob Van 
Dam is the only Raw star who rivals 
Lesnar in freshness and athleticism. 
Until Van Dam is the champ, | fear 
Raw will remain stuck in 1999. 

Wasn't Eric Bischoff supposed to 
provide an element of unpredictability 
to Raw? | expected him to be more of 
a revolutionary. The funny thing is 
that the show Smackdown, not Raw, 
is more reminiscent of Bischoff’s 
Monday Nitro at tts 
mid-1990s speak. 
Today, Bischoff too 
often has to play the 
role of Vince Russo 
on a 2000 edition of 
Nitro. He’s using gim- 
micks and sleaze to 
lure viewers. 

Overall, | think 
WWE's approach Is 
ingenious. Raw and 
“Shut up and wrestle!” 
might not be the official 
mantra of the Smack- | 
down brand, but it might 
as well be, according to 
Liz Hunter. After arguing 
that Raw was the 
stronger WWE brand for 
months, she has jumped 
to the other side. The 
athleticism of stars such 
as Eddie Guerrero and 


Edge is one big reason 
why. 


Smackdown are now two distinct 
brands with competing philosophies. | 
just can’t get used to a McMahon 
leading the show that stresses com- 
petition, not silliness. 

LETTER TO LIZ Just the other day, | 
received a question from one of my 
regular readers, Elaine Bastian. 
Elaine noticed that | have praised 
NWA-TNA in my recent columns and 
she wondered whether | was contra- 
dicting my own traditionalist views. 

“| have not watched NWA-TNA 
myself, and | have long trusted your 
opinions,” wrote Elaine. “Is NWA- 
TNA more like an old-time wrestling 
company, or Is it more like the WWE 
circus? The fact that Jeff Jarrett and 
Vince Russo are running this promo- 
tion doesn’t give me much confi- 
dence. Didn't Russo say WCW was a 
male soap opera? And haven't the 
Jarretts said their product must 
appeal to WWE fans? | want to know 
your gut feeling about TNA because | 
Know we share the same good 
wrestling values.” 

| feel TNA is our best chance for 
an alternative to WWE. As startups 
like the XWF and WWA have sent 
out exciting press releases and then 
faded away, we've wondered if there 
was a person who had several million 
dollars and a few good ideas. Jerry 
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Ted “Rocco Rock” Petty (left and Public Enemy partner Johnny Grunge were one of 
the most popular teams in ECW history. They played their street thug roles to perfec- 
tion. In fact, Petty played his role so well that Liz Hunter assumed way too much 


upon hearing about his death. 


Jarrett was the only man who came 
to mind. I’m disappointed that he en- 
dorsed Russo-esque concepts such 
as the Johnsons and The Rainbow 
Express early on, but I’m glad to see 
both are apparently gone. Now if we 
could just get rid of Bruce defending 
the Miss TNA crown. But | think the X 
division, which is comprised of cruis- 
erweights and athletic heavyweights, 
makes up for that. If TNA wants to be 
different from WWE, then the X divi- 
sion must be its centerpiece. 

Then again, it might be too late. It 
looks like the Smackdown brand is 
already doing tt. 

AN APOLOGY TO TED PETTY. | was 
shocked but not surprised to hear of 
the death of Ted Petty (Rocco Rock) 
at the age of 49 on September 21. 
When you’ve been around this busi- 
ness as long as | have, you become 
used to healthy-looking Adonises 
dropping dead in their prime. My first 


assumption was that it was another 
self-inflicted, drug-related death. 

Apparently, that isn’t the case. 
Petty died of a heart attack, and heart 
disease is prevalent in his family. He 
remained in wrestling because he 
loved it, not because he was inca- 
pable of doing something else. He 
graduated with a degree in nutrition 
from Rutgers University in 1977, later 
earned a master’s degree in educa- 
tion, and coached wrestling for a 
while at the College of New Jersey in 
Trenton. 

| judged him by his Public Enemy 
mystique, and in his case, | didn’t 
take enough time to look beyond his 
wrestling persona. | hope to resist my 
prejudices when something like this 
happens in the future. 

Let's put our hands in the air for 
the “Flyboy.” 

(Liz Hunter can be reached via e- 
mail at SuperstarLizH@yahoo.com.)\_ 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly 
chronicled the sport in its most thrilling and 
controversial era: fhe years 71990 to 2000. 


Each newsletter contained 
top news stories of the previous week 
plus results from around the globe, 
Wrestler of the Week, Match of the Week, 
Ratings, ana more! 


We still have 274 different editions 

in our inventory, and we are now 
making them available to the public 
at these increaibly low prices: 


$6.50 


s, handling) 


5 Pack 
(plus $1.50 postage 


10 Pack sio/¢0 


(plus $2.50 postage & handling) 


25 Pack $18: 

(plus $3.25 postage & handling) 
Send a self-addressed stamped legal-sized 
envelope to receive a complete listing of the 
date and headline story of each available 


issue. (Listings cannot be sent if we do not 
receive a SASE!) 
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HANE DOUGLAS, STANDING 
only five feet from me and with 

blood streaming down his 
face, launched into a frightening 
rant. “Here I’m supposed to come 
back to this building, I’m the one 
who's supposed to draw, and he 
screwed me over! | want that old 
man's ass next time!” 

An irate Douglas seemed to be 
shouting at the entire world, not at 
anyone in particular. | felt uncomfort- 
able because, seemingly, Douglas’ 





rant wasn't part of the show. Only a 


few members of the media were 


Try telling Terry Funk that nothing too terribly awful happened at XPW’s first show at the old ECW Arena! He Eira; ; h f 
ended up with a very deep gash in his arm that forced him to make a trip to a Philadelphia hospital. But Harry thusiastic chants 0 


Burkett feared something scary might happen at the show. He was pleasantly surprised by what he saw. 
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backstage at Viking Hall, otherwise 
known as the ECW Arena, as Doug- 
las verbally ripped apart Terry Funk, 
who had been his opponent that 
night. Atlas Security had gone into 
lockdown mode immediately follow- 
ing the main event. | had gone to the 
wrestlers’ dressing room, but the door 
was shut and a female security guard 
said it was off-limits. 

As Douglas continued his tirade, | 
asked photographer George Tahinos 
why security had gone into overdrive. 
“They've got Funk alone in the dress- 
ing room,” he said. “They’re trying to 





keep these guys separated. Other 
than that, | don’t know what the hell is 
happening.” 

| should have expected Xtreme 
Pro Wrestling’'s East Coast debut, 
dubbed “Hostile Takeover,” to result 
in controversy. XPW champion 
ohane Douglas had faced Terry 
Funk in the main event, but the 
match obviously didn’t go according 
to plan. Funk walked to ringside in 
typical fashion, tossing steel chairs 
into the ring as the XPW/ECW fans 
started throwing their own chairs at a 
bewildered Douglas, who huddled in 
the corner. That led to a five-minute 
brawl between Funk and Douglas 
through the crowd and out of the 
main arena. 

The champion had the advantage 
when the two men re-emerged, and 
Funk had his arm stretched out. As 
the two came closer, | saw that Funk 
had a grisly wound on his arm. It was 
the widest, deepest gash | had ever 
seen. Later, | was told that glass from 
a broken beer bottle had done the 
damage. | didn't see how the match 
could continue. 

Douglas didn’t see 
how it could continue, 
- either. Back in the ring, 
| he hoisted Funk for a 
| piledriver and came 
down quickly. It was 
| the first time | had 
viewed using a piledriv- 
er as an act of mercy. 
To Douglas’ amaze- 
ment, and everyone 
else’s, Funk kicked out 
of a pin attempt. Fi- 
# nally, an XPW official 
ran to ringside and 
threw in the towel. 

The fans booed the 
premature ending ... 
until they began to ap- 
preciate the extent of 
Funk’s injury. Dark 
blood continued to 
pulsate out of his arm 
as he sat on the can- 

vas In agony. Sudden- 
ly, boos turned to en- 


“Ter-ry! Ter-ry!” 


But Funk wasn’t finished. He at- 
tacked Douglas and piledrived his 
valet, Lizzy Borden, and choked her 
with her own thong. I'll let you use 
your imagination to try to figure out 
how Funk managed to get the thong 
without exposing Lizzy to the crowd. 
It looked like a Harry Houdini trick. 

lt was something about that se- 
quence of events that infuriated Doug- 
las, or so he wanted us to believe. 
Maybe “The Franchise” thought Funk 
should have “done the right thing” 
and allowed Douglas’ piledriver to be 
the finish of the match. As Douglas 
noted, it was “The Franchise” who 
had to headline the next show, not 
Funk. Was Funk wrong to kick out 
from the piledriver just for a moment 
of glory when he was really unable to 
continue? Either Douglas was legiti- 
mately angry, or he was doing a clev- 
er job of creating a buzz in front of me 
and the Internet reporters. 

While | was mulling over the possi- 
bilities, one of the security officers 
yelled, “Everybody get the f___ outta 
here! We need this place clear!” 

George and | shrugged our shoul- 
ders at each other as we followed the 
rest of the press out of the back door. 
None of us left, however, because we 
thought something else might tran- 
spire. We stood in the temperate, 
late-summer air as the time ap- 
proached midnight. | was wondering 
about the safety of the rickety tin roof 
awning directly above the rear en- 
trance as a loud shrill indicated that 
an ambulance was arriving in the 
well-lit parking area. Apparently, Mr. 
Funk would receive the red-cross 
treatment on this night. 

By this time, about 15 fans had 
congregated near the rear entrance. 
Funk, with a couple of white towels 
wrapped around his arm, walked 
down the rear entrance steps as | 
worried that a jagged piece of tin 
would fall on this hardcore legend's 
head and end his career forever. It 
didn’t, but Funk had a serious expres- 
sion, as if to say, “Boy, I’ve really 
screwed myself up this time.” 

At that moment, those skinny, black 
T-shirted fans began chanting, “Ter-ry! 
Ter-ry!” Funk gave them a slight nod 


Photos by George Tahinos — 





Any former ECW fans who attended the August 31 XPW show in Philly got to see some 


bloody brawls like the one involving Supreme (left) and Angel. Given all the exciting hard- 
core warfare that was waged that night, the fact that there some good technical matches, 
and many former ECW stars in action, it must have seemed like old times. 


and a weak smile as emergency med- 
ical service personnel helped him into 
the back of the ambulance. Through 
the window, | could see Funk wince as 
a paramedic removed the bloody tow- 
els from around his arm. 

The driver turned on the siren, 
which had an excruciating echo effect 
off the parking lot pavement and con- 
crete overpass located directly over- 
head. With its loud siren and whirling 
red lights, the ambulance sped out of 
the parking lot and turned down the 
street. That red-and-white vehicle, 
with that siren and those lights, 
seemed to be more appropriate fan- 
fare for Terry Funk than any entrance 
music or pyrotechnics. 

The show was over. George and | 
Said goodbye. 

| had decided to attend “Hostile 
Takeover” because | considered it a 
historic event. Only a couple of years 
ago, the notion that ECW would be out 
of business and XPW would invade 
Philadelphia’s Viking Hall would have 
been considered ludicrous. It was the 
hardcore version of Vince McMahon's 
WWF taking over Ted Turners WCW. 
Also, considering the sensational 
headlines surrounding XPW over the 


years, | expected something horrible to 
happen—and | thought | should be at 
the crime scene. Fortunately, even the 
Douglas-Funk incident didn’t rise to 
that standard. 

XPW had a wise approach to its 
initial Philly outing. Not once did any- 
one with XPW try to insult ECW’s 
memory. In fact, XPW celebrated 
ECW with stars such as Douglas, 
Funk, Chris Hamrick, Vic Grimes, 
Little Guido Maritato, Chris Chetti, 
The Sandman, Psicosis, Super 
Crazy, Danny Doring, and Julio Din- 
ero. XPW stars such as Supreme 
and Altar Boy Luke quickly won over 
the Philly crowd. In my opinion, the 
best match of the night was between 
XPW regulars, as tag team champi- 
ons Damien 666 and Halloween de- 
feated The Real Panthers, Smoky 
Carmichael and Malcolm XL. 

The next time | attend an XPW 
show, it won't be to see a horrible 
spectacle. It will be to see another 
night of solid wrestling and maybe 
some old-school controversy. In 
Philly, XPW proved it could be cut- 
ting-edge without crossing the line. 

(Harry Burkett can be reached via 
e-mail at HBurkettUr@excite.com.) |_| 
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HE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC 
T Committee has received a rec- 

ommendation from its program 
commission to eliminate several 
events from future Olympic games, 
both to make room for new events 
and to limit the overall number of 
athletes competing. Rugby, golf, 
and an unspecified third event are 
under consideration for inclusion in 
the summer. To make room, the 
panel recommended eliminating 
baseball, softball, the modern pen- 
tathalon ... and either Greco-Rom- 
an or freestyle wrestling. 

Wrestling. The oldest competi- 
tive sport known to mankind. The 
sport once deemed “the most artis- 
tic and cunning of games” by the 
Greek philosopher Plutarch. One of 
the original Olympic Games. 

They want to cut it for golf. 

And that makes me sick. 

| Know this is a pro wrestling 
magazine, and | know many pro 
wrestling fans have never even 
seen an Olympic wrestling match. 
Pro wrestling and what has come 
to be known as amateur wrestling 
are worlds apart, and they should 
be. But the line between the squared 
circle and the mats isn’t quite as 
wide as you might think. 

Countless pro wrestlers first got 
involved with the sport through 
middle school and high school 
Greco-Roman wrestling programs. 
I’m not just talking about the obvi- 
ous technical wizards, either. Mick 
Foley was a high school wrestler. 
So, | came to find out, was the late 
Ted “Rocco Rock” Petty. 

In fact, I'd estimate that about 
60 percent of all current pro wres- 
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By Dan Murphy 


tlers cut their teeth practicing sin- 
gle-leg takedowns on an amateur 
mat on some level. Pro wrestling’s 
connection to amateur wrestling 
isn't limited to one discipline, 
either. Kurt Angle (gold), Chris Tay- 
lor (bronze), and Danny Hodge 
(silver and bronze) were all free- 
style Olympic meaalists that made 
the jump to the pro rings. Brad 
Rheingans competed on the 
Olympic level in Greco-Roman. 
Current WWE Smackdown cham- 
pion and former NCAA champion 
Brock Lesnar has competed in 
both disciplines. 

Greco-Roman and freestyle 
wrestling are completely separate 
entities that utilize different tech- 
niques and strategies. In freestyle, 
you may use the entire body to 
compete, while in Greco-Roman, 
you may only use the upper body 
to execute holds. 

According to the |OC program 
commission, “The low public and 
media comprehension of the differ- 
ences between the two wrestling 
disciplines currently in the Olympic 
Program ... has resulted in rela- 
tively low broadcast and press 
coverage.” 

lronically, Rulon Gardner’s up- 
set of three-time Olympic champi- 
on Alexander Karelin may have 
been the most publicized result of 
the 2000 Games, turning the Mid- 
west dairy farmer into a national 
celebrity. Other than Gardner, can 
you name another medalist from 
the 2000 Games? 

In addition, wrestling is the most 
popular and successful sport in a 
number of countries, including Iran, 





Mongolia, and Turkey. Not surpris- 
ingly, these nations were not repre- 
sented in the commission. In fact, 
the commission was based in Spain, 
a country whose athletes tradition- 
ally do not fare well in wrestling. 
Could some political home-cooking 
might be at work? 

The inanity of the commission 
report continues: “In comparison to 
this lack of global popularity, the 
commission noted the high athlete 
quota and the number of events in 
the sport of wrestling. The commis- 


medalist in wrestling in 19967 Maybe 
not. Dan Murphy doesn't believe that 
pro wrestling fans should be too quick 
to brush off talk about eliminating at 
least one form of wrestling from the 
Olympics as meaningless to them. 





Danny Hodge (shown taking down NWA World champion Lou Thesz during a gruel- 
ing 90-minute draw in 1963) was another great athlete who parlayed his success in 
two different Olympics into a fine pro career. More of today’s great pros than you 
might realize got their start in amateur wrestling. 


sion therefore recommends the 
exclusion of one of the disciplines 
from the program of the Games of 
the XXIX Olympiad.” 

Never mind that more than 150 
nations participate in both Greco- 
Roman and freestyle wrestling, or 
the rich history both styles have in 
the Olympics. Or that far higher 
“athlete quotas” exist in various 
track and field and swimming 
events than both wrestling disci- 
plines combined. 

| called Jeff Blatnick, the 1984 
Greco-Roman Olympic gold med- 
alist, and asked him what he 
thought of the commission’s rec- 
ommendation. 

“Either they didn’t do any re- 
search whatsoever or they weren't 
looking at the facts from an objec- 
tive standpoint at all,” Blatnick said. 
He pointed out that the sport al- 


ready has eliminated weight class- 
es to make room for women’s 
wrestling without increasing the 
“athlete quota” competing in the 
sport. He believes wrestling has 
done a fine job of regulating its 
own growth. 

“The lack of popularity allega- 
tion has me confused,” Blatnick 
continued. “How can they possibly 
determine that when so many 
countries participate? What | want 
to know is whether there was an 
Olympian on this commission. Are 
these suits or are they athletes 
with a deep and sincere passion 
for competition? | can’t imagine 
any athlete that has ever compet- 
ed at the Olympic level agreeing to 
eliminate an established and 
respected Olympic event.” 

So what’s behind this recom- 
mendation? Is it a political matter in 


which certain countries are trying 
to alter the makeup of the Games 
in order to better their chances of 
taking home more medals? Is it the 
economics of television, where 
executives see more potential for 
drawing viewers worldwide for golf 
than wrestling? 

Does the spirit of the Olympic 
Games have anything to do with 
TV ratings? I’d be willing to bet 
mud wrestling and foxy boxing 
would get higher ratings than 
your typical long-distance track 
event, but that doesn’t make 
those “sports” Olympic events. Or 
does it? 

The decision on whether to elim- 
inate one wrestling discipline will 
be made in the coming months by 
the |OC Executive Board. If you 
consider yourself a wrestling fan, | 
urge you to make your voice heard 
and speak out to save Olympic 
wrestling. For more information on 
what you can do to help, go to 
www.themat.com. 

(Dan Murphy can be reached via 
e-mail at irishdan@concentric.net.) |! 
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2002—42 
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WWE cruiserweight 

Heartland Wrestling Association cruiserweight 
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(9.5): Noble is a master of dropkicks, hura- 
canranas, suicide dives, and most of the other moves 
typical of today's best cruiserweights. As “Jamie-san’” in 
WCW, he incorporated many Japanese maneuvers 
into his repertoire, thanks to the influence of his Jung 
Dragon partners, Kaz Hayashi and Jimmy Yang. His 
offense consists primarily of high-impact moves. 

(9.0): Because he features so many high- 
impact moves in his offense, Noble often leaves wide 
openings for opponents to execute their own devastat- 
ing maneuvers. The subtle art of chain wrestling seems 
to have disappeared in WWE's cruiserweight division. 
On the flip side, a DDT comes as naturally to Noble as 
a go-behind switch. 

(8.5): Some opponents mistakenly dis- 
miss Noble as a rookie and would be surprised to learn 
that he’s been around since 1995. Having experience in 
a major league like WCW, and honing his technical skills 


> on the Florida indy circuit and in the HWA, gave him a 





% leg up on Smackdown competition immediately. 
(8.0): Noble’s physique is suit- 

i able for the cruiserweight division and is on par 
: with those of Rey Misterio Jr., Billy Kidman, and 

», Shannon Moore. He could use a bit more defini- 

=, tion, which might enhance his speed and stami- 
™\ na. Noble should pump slightly heavier weights 
) with more repetitions. 

i (8.5): In WCW, Noble’s style 
blended in with those of other cruiserweights. 
) He incorporated more brawling into his reper- 
toire while in the HWA. That’s a unique 
combination that has been very effective 
for him in Smackdown competition, but he 
doesn’t yet possess the mat and chain 
| wrestling skills that could make him the 
| next Eddie Guerrero. 

& (9.0): His endurance isn’t real- 
= ly tested during a six-minute match on 
© Smackdown or a 10-minute match on pay- 
© per-view. A better barometer was his per- 
/ formance at the 2002 ECWA Super 8, an 
7” event at which he defeated Matt Stryker in 
the opening round before losing to eventual 
winner Donovan Morgan in the semifinals. 

His stamina was more than adequate. 
(7.5): If there’s a big load to carry, 
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(HE DUOBERS | 


don't ask Jamie Noble to pick it up. Actually, Noble’s 
power is sufficient for the cruiserweight division—unless 
stronger opponents come along. He’s stronger than Rey 
Misterio Jr. and Shannon Moore. Billy Kidman is the 
only challenger with a noticeable strength advantage. 
(9.5): Noble’s quickness was his greatest 
asset while he wrestled in WCW, although he never 
seemed to be comfortable with his Jung Dragon mask. 
Since turning heel in the HWA, Noble has found it nec- 
essary to utilize a more grounded attack. That’s be- 
cause it is hard to cheat while in the air. Regarding 
speed, Noble must use it or risk losing It. 
(9.0): Just because 
Noble is a heel doesn’t mean he’s quick to tap out. As 
Noble confessed in the August 2002 issue of /nside 
Wrestling, he risks “a butt-kickin’ from his daddy” when- 
ever he loses. Noble’s determination to win had kept 
the cruiserweight belt around his waist for more than 
three months as of press time. That’s an impressive run 
in today’s WWE 
(10.0): NWA-TNA’s X divi- 
sion might be more competitive, but Smackdown has 
the more accomplished cruiserweight stars. Is this a 
distinction without a difference? Not really. As the 
champion, Noble is dominating the best cruiserweights 
in the business, but WWE could do more to encourage 
direct competition for his title. 


Count on Jamie Noble to do 
well when he can use leverage | 
and his deceptive strength to | 
overpower fellow WWE cruis- | 
erweights such as Shannon | 
Moore. He is a well-rounded 
athlete. He can do more than 
execute high spots. 


®D 
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2) Holding any WWE belt for a stretch of more than three months is an 
impressive feat for anyone these days. And Noble began his reign 
as cruiserweight champ just weeks after getting called up from the 
HWA. He’s made a lot of defenses, too. 






&) 


It wouldn’t hurt Noble to expand his repertoire to include more wear- 
down and submission holds. He used a few of them in a recent 
match against The Hurricane, but he tends to favor more high- 
impact moves in most matches. Still, this is only a minor criticism. 


en 
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@ What has gone a long way toward making Noble a great wrestler on a major league level in the last year 
is his aggressiveness. He dictates the pace of matches and rarely lets up. Even when he’s trapped ina 
hold that’s difficult to escape, he’s expending a lot of energy to try to find a way to counter it. 





Early in his career, Noble mastered 
the blend of Lucha Libre and puroresu that is preva- 
lent among modern cruiserweights. In the HWA, his 
fist-to-face brawling kept traditional American cruis- 
erweights such as Matt Stryker completely off their 
games. Once Noble lures an opponent into a fistfight, 
he will unleash a high-impact, big man move—not a 
typical cruiserweight maneuver—such as a power 
bomb or pumphandle slam. 

Noble can effectively brawl, fly, and 
execute big man moves, if only against fellow cruis- 
erweights. Against Donovan Morgan at the ECWA 
Super 8, he executed a number of extraordinary su- 
plexes. “Now he keeps his opponent guessing,” said 
HWA promoter Les Thatcher. “He gives the fans an 
old-fashioned brawl, and then one or two of those Jung 
Dragon-type moves to really get them buzzing.” 

Nidia has been a key factor in sev- 
eral of Noble's tainted victories, but did those victo- 
ries need to be tainted? She distracts Noble as much 
as she does his opponents. Noble has a hard time 


UWE SWAY SIS 





controlling his woman’s enthusiasm, particularly 
against her female rivals. And she’s a bit too enthusi- 
astic about kissing other men, before and after she 
swaps spit with Noble. (He is at high risk for contract- 
ing mononucleosis!) 

Noble succeeded in cap- 
turing the WWE cruiserweight title from his old WCW 
rival The Hurricane (Shane Helms) only a few weeks 
after being called up from the HWA. Considering 
Noble’s success during the summer and fall of 2002, it’s 
surprising that he never won the WCW cruiserweight 
belt and had difficulty Keeping the HWA cruiser strap. 
Noble has clearly taken his game to the next level. 

Now that Noble is on top, he should work 
toward making his championship more prestigious. To 
put the cruiser belt on par with the heavyweight titles, 
he should strike a deal with Eric Bischoff to defend the 
strap on Raw brand shows as well as Smackdown. 
Even the women’s title already has that distinction. That 
will go a long way toward keeping him and Nidia in their 
deluxe double-wide trailer. 
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(Continued from page 13) 


Nitro, Buh Buh Ray Dudley might 
never have had the opportunity to tell 
D-Von to “Get the tables!” 

Though his on-air character was 
anything but a scholar and an ath- 
lete, Petty had a master’s degree in 
education and was an All-American 
wrestler at Rutgers University in New 
Jersey. He also coached wrestling at 
the College of New Jersey in Trenton 
for a while. Petty, known for taking 
time with younger wrestlers and help- 


| ing them learn the ropes, was one of 


the sport's true good guys. 
WWE released three wrestlers in 


| late-September. Gone from the ros- 
| ter are Horace Hogan, Shawn 


Stasiak, and Mike Awesome. 
Hogan might have been let go 
because of WWE's strained relation- 
ship with Hulk Hogan, his uncle. He 
has some size, but Horace’s best 
attribute has always been his last 
name. And the man is 37 years old 
and a 12-year veteran, so it’s not like 
he was considered a hot, young up- 
and-comer. Stasiak and Awesome, 
on the other hand, never performed 
to their potential, and WWE officials 
considered them disappointments. 
However, it wouldn't surprise me if 
NWA-TNA signed both to contracts. 
Stasiak has an excellent look, and 
because of Awesome’s successful 
run in ECW and in Japan, we all 


know that he could become a star if 
used properly. Both have had their 
share of bad luck when it comes to 
gimmicks—Stasiak’s “Meat” and 
Awesome’s “That ’70s Guy” come to 
my mind—and they deserve better 
than a life on the indy circuit. 

Ohio Valley Wrestling, WWE's 
only remaining developmental territo- 
ry, is back up and running after a diffi- 
cult period during which promoter Jim 
Cornette’s mother, Thelma, died. Its 
first show in a new state-of-the-art 
Davis Arena in Louisville, which fea- 
tured several WWE stars, drew so 
many fans that local government offi- 
cials shut the facility down for a short 
time afterward so that changes could 
be made that would allow the build- 
ing to pass inspection. OVW officials 
took care of matters quickly, howev- 
er, and the promotion’s follow-up 
show went off smoothly. Nova, Nick 
Dinsmore, Seven, and all the rest 
of OVW’'s top stars are back for our 
viewing pleasure. 

That does it for me this month, 
fans. Enjoy your wanderings. 

(Will Welsh can be reached via e- 
mail at willwelsh@comcast.net.) (1 


It looks like it’s back to the independent 
circuit, or perhaps to Japan, for Horace 
Hogan. He had been under contract to 
WWE as a developmental wrestler before 
being released, along with Shawn Stasiak 
and Mike Awesome, in the fall. 
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WWE IS OUT OF CONTROL ..- 

ANT) VINNIE MAC LOVES IT! 





Let the war begin! That's what VINCE SHAWN MICHAELS’ comeback was one 
McMAHON, in effect, said when he named of the most uplifting stories of the year. After a 
ERIC BISCHOFF and STEPHANIE the four-year retirement, he wrestled a 
respective GMs for Raw and Smackdown. And spectacular match and beat TRIPLE-H at 
i's been a war on many fronts ever since! What | SummerSlam. We'll tell you why he shouldn't 
superstars are the most (and least) coveted by | get too excited about it ... What's that smell? 


both GMs? What about free agents and Why it’s your Thanksgiving dinner cooking! 
potential enemies for each GM? Which stars The turkey, the potatoes, the stuffing, the 
would make perfect assistant GMs? Where pumpkin pie. And if it's Thanksgiving, it’s time 
does Vince fit in? We'll answer these questions for us to hand out our annual Turnbuckle 


and more in a special 14-page section ... What | Turkey Awards to the 10 biggest gobblers of 

makes REY MISTERIO JR. a cut above the 2002! ... Here’s a question we might never 

rest? We'll tell you ... And don’t miss our classic | stop asking: What will it take to finally push 
“True Life Story” of THE ROCK! EDGE into WWE's top tier? 


All this—and much more—in the All this—and much more—in the 
January 2003 issue of The Wrestler February 2003 issue of Inside Wrestling 
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BEST FEATURE... 


Her smile. [t could turn any man’s 
heart into Jell-O 


WHAT MAN WOULDNT LIKE TO SEE HER 
DRESSED UP IN... 

A cheerleading outfit. Well, she was 
a cheerleader at one time! 


FACE IT, MEN CANT GET ENOUGH OF... 


Her determination. This woman 
wholeheartedly believes she is headed 
straight to the top—and will get there no 
matter what it takes 


BUT WATCH OUT FOR THAT .. 

Devious side. She didn’t reign as 
Ohio Valley Wrestling’s “Queen” be- 
cause she was such a nice, easy-going, 
passive person 


SHE'D BE GREAT IN THIS TW OR MOVIE 
PART ... 

Lucy Liu’s butt-kicking role in the 
2002 film Ballistic: Ecks vs. Sever 


IF SHE WEREN'T INWOLVED IN 
WRESTLING, WE COULD SEE HER 
SUCCEEDING AS... 


A personal trainer to the stars 


ONE THING SHE COULD STAND TO 
IMPROVE UPON IS... 

Her voice. We haven’t heard much of 
it on WWE TY, and she needs to use it 
more. She showed she could be a pretty 
good talker n OVW 


LITTLE-KNOWN FACT... 


She was an organ harvester before 
becoming a pro wrestler 


OVERHEARD AT RINGSIDE... 


“Wasn't she one of the two ladies 
Chyna caught Eddie Guerrero showering 
with about two years ago? She might be 
able to take Chyna now!” 


BEST FEATURE... 

His warm smile—and the crooked 
tooth doesn’t bother us because it’s a 
reminder that even the “Nature Boy’s”’ 
looks aren’t perfect 


WHAT WOMAN WOULDN'T LIKE TO SEE 
HIM DRESSED UP IN... 


One of those gorgeous ring robes. 
To love Flair means you’re a true 
wrestling fan, and what female fan 
wouldn’t love to get close to a one-of-a- 
kind masterpiece? 


FACE IT WOMEN CANT GET ENOUGH OF... 


His stamina. This stud’s been 
around longer than most of the compe- 
tition’s been alive. He still walks away 
with the women, too 


BUT WATCH OUT FOR THAT ... 


Devious mind. He’s a master of 
psychology and is always thinking 
three steps ahead of just about everyone 
else 


HE'D BE GREAT IN THIS TV OR MOVIE 
PART ... 

He’d make a very interesting James 
Bond 


IF HE WEREN'T INVOLVED IN 
WRESTLING, WE COULD SEE HIM 
SUCCEEDING AS... 


A high-end real estate broker. He 
could talk anyone into buying the 
Brooklyn Bridge, don’t you think? 


ONE THING HE COULD STAND TO 
IMPROVE UPON IS ... 

His physique. He’s in very good 
shape for someone his age, but then he 
never wanted to look like someone his 
age 


LITTLE-KNOWN FACT ... 


His mother was once an opera singer 


OVERHEARD AT RINGSIDE... 


“Is ‘Space Mountain’ still open for 
rides? I’ll take one!” 
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it's amazing how drastically certain superstars change their looks over the 
years. A change in hair color or hairstyle here, a new ring outfit there, a few 
more tattoos here and there, or the mother of all changes ... the total gimmick 
overhaul. Every month, P//will show you just how much one of your favorites 
has transformed himself. Yeah, it really is the same person in all these photos! 
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T HAS TURNED into quite the inter- 
esting debate among puroresu fans in 
the Orient. Some think that the wom- 


an formerly known as Chyna is provid- 





It looks like Joanie Laurer (the former 
Chyna) will be getting a shot at the 
IWGP heavyweight title, held by Yuji 
Nagata, soon. Whether or not puroresu 
fans are ready to accept her as a serious 
contender to such a prestigious man’s 
title remains to be seen. 
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By Mike Spillane 


ing a good spark for New Japan, but 
there are many who think the major push 
she has been receiving is ridiculous. 
Thanks to Antonio Inoki, Joanie Laur- 
er, the former Chyna of WWF fame, is 
staying busy in various trios and tag 
matches on NJPW cards. Inoki figured 
Laurer would be an attraction to help 
boost sagging ticket sales for New Japan 
tours, and the company did garner some 
interest when they used the Steiner broth- 
ers in the summer of 2002, a duo that 
was wildly popular there a decade ago. 
Since leaving the WWF, Laurer’s 
highest-profile match has been against 
Joey Buttafuoco—on Fox’s Celebrity 
Boxing—and she didn’t fare well at all. 
Now she’s battling some of New Japan’s 
biggest stars, including Yuji Nagata (the 
IWGP heavyweight champion), Jushin 
Liger, Manabu Nakanishi, and Minoru 
Tanaka, With partners Shane (from the 
[WA Puerto Rico) and Justin McCulley, 
Laurer has won an awful lot more than 
she has lost, and she even pinned a for- 
mer IWGP junior heavyweight champi- 
on, El Samurai, in the middle of the ring. 
While some fans aren't the least bit 
interested in seeing the former American 
pro wrestling star “invade” the world of 
puroresu, others are eagerly anticipating 
her title shot. While nothing was set as of 
press time, Laurer has challenged Nagata 
to a championship match, which would 
be a lot like watching a bigger version of 
WWE’s Jacquelyn challenge a technical 
wizard the caliber of Chris Benoit. Since 
Inoki exerts an incredible influence over 
New Japan matchmakers, it’s not out of 
the question that he’ll be trying to squeeze 
his new protege into the title picture, re- 
gardless of what the fans may want. 
Laurer has garnered a lot of attention 
in the Japanese media of late, but the 
American star puroresu fans are talking 





about most is Bill Goldberg. Since the 
demise of WCW, Goldberg hadn’t wres- 
tled a single match before hooking up 
with All-Japan this summer, but the com- 
pany negotiated a six-match deal with the 
former WCW World champion, and he 
returned to competition at the end of Au- 
gust. In consecutive nights, he beat two 
of All-Japan’s biggest stars, Satoshi Ko- 
jima and Taiyo Kea, and did so with lit- 
tle trouble. 

Neither match lasted more than five 
minutes, and Goldberg, in spite of all the 
ring rust he accumulated from 19 months 
on the shelf, looked as dominant as ever. 
Even more remarkable was that Gold- 
berg defeated both opponents without the 
spear and jackhammer. Goldberg’s next 
opponents had not been announced as of 
press time, but you can be sure that a 
bout with Triple Crown champion Gen- 
ichiro Tenryu is under consideration 
after Goldberg’s impressive debut. 

Pro Wrestling NOAH crowned a new 
champ on September 7 in the form of 
Yoshihiro Takayama, the towering 
heavyweight who recently made it all the 
way to the finals of New Japan’s G] Cli- 
max tournament. The road to the title 
was a bumpy one for Takayama, who 
spent years as the lesser half of a tag 
team with Takao Omori. 

The duo became NOAH’s GHC tag 
team champions before ultimately going 
their separate ways. Takayama dabbled 
in mixed martial fights, but was totally 
brutalized in that type of competition. 
Some cross-promotional bouts came his 
way, and Takayama finally got some 
much-needed redemption by beating sev- 
eral of New Japan's top names before 
being beaten by Masa Chono in the G1. 
Returning to his home promotion, where 
he is revered for his hard work and perse- 
verance, Takayama ended the reign of 
Yoshinari Ogawa, the undersized Glob- 
al Honored Crown champion. Ogawa 
won the title from Jun Akiyama in a big 
upset in April 2002 and had been hang- 
ing on to it by the fingertips for months. 

Takayama used his dreaded German 
suplex to capture the title and establish 
himself as the company’s biggest star. 
Unfortunately for him, his reign as the 
company’s biggest star lasted but 16 
days. Mitsuharu Misawa ended his 
reign on September 23. LJ 


the mexico report 





HERE ARE NO gray areas or Steve 
Austin-like anti-heroes in Lucha 
Libre—the forces of good (fechni- 
cos) and evil (rudos) are always clearly 
divided, So clear are these divisions that 
many popular fechnicos have almost 
exact evil counterparts. AAA stars Octa- 
gon and Mascara Sagrada, for example, 
have been mainstays of the company for 
more than a decade, and they are respect- 
ed for their clean, technical acumen and 
high-flying skills. The popularity of the 
Sagrada/Octagon duo earned them the 
nicknames idolos de los ninos, meaning 
“heroes of the children,” for a time. 

Opposing the technicos were two 
rudos that seemed like evil twins straight 
out of a ridiculous B-movie plot. Octa- 
gon had Pentagon with which to con- 
tend, while Mascara Sagrada (“Sacred 
Mask”) fought off Mascara Maligna 
(“Evil Mask”) in all sorts of singles and 
tag team encounters. These kinds of 
feuds are particularly confusing in AAA, 
where a phony La Parka and bogus 
Psicosis compete regularly, and where all 
four men have mini-counterparts: Mini- 
Psicosis, La Parkita, Octagoncito, and 
Mascarita Sagrada Jr. Beyond that, 
men like Super Parka and Pentagon 
Black have also popped up on the Lucha 
radar over the years to further confuse 
even the most diehard fans. 

With all the variations on these char- 
acters running around, it wouldn’t be 
hard to fill a battle royal with nothing but 
good, evil, phony, and miniature versions 
of Mascara Sagrada, Octagon, La Parka, 
and Psicosis. 

In August 2002, Mascara Sagrada 
finally succeeded in unmasking his sinis- 
ter counterpart. It happened after an 
exciting electrified steel cage match that 
also featured El] Dandy and Perro 
Aguayo Jr., one in which the last man to 





By Mike Spillane 


escape would be forced to unmask. 
Maligna revealed himself as Luis 
Medina, a native of Monterrey, the same 
town in which he lost his hood. Un- 
masking was not a new experience for 
Medina, though. It was actually the third 
time in his career he lost a mask. He had 
previously wrestled as La Calaca (an evil 
version of La Parka) and as Sanguinario. 
Sadly, we can only speculate what 
would have been next for Medina, the 
33-year-old veteran of the game, as he 
died suddenly in the 
town of San Nicolas 
just weeks after los- 
ing the mask of Ma- 
ligna. Cause of death 
was announced as a 
heart attack, and no 
further details were 
available at press 
time. Medina wres- 
tled his final match 
under the name he 
was most famous for, 
Sanguinario, vowing 
never to don a mask 
again. In his 16 years 
as a wrestler, he went 
from opening match 
fodder to main-event 
material in AAA, 
Fans of EMLL 
are beginning to 
learn that the road to 
satisfaction is often 
marked by many de- 
tours. After months 
and months of build- 
up, Lucha aficiona- 
dos anxiously await- 
ed the hair vs. hair 
match pitting fec/ini- 
co Negro Casas 
against despised ar- 





rogant rudo Tarzan Boy in the main 
event of EMLL’s 69th anniversary show 
at Arena Mexico. Unfortunately, Negro 
Casas lost the bout, and a gloating Tarzan 
Boy oversaw the postmatch proceedings 
during which Casas was shaved bald. 
Those in attendance were not at all 
happy. At this point, fans are so eager to 
see Tarzan Boy manhandled or abused in 
any way that the first wrestler to post a 
definitive win over him will probably 
become an EMLL superstar instantly. 
The anniversary show also featured a 
successful title defense by Ultimo Guer- 
rero and Rey Bucanero, Tarzan Boy's 
regular tag team partners. Guerrero and 
Bucanero kept therr CMLL tag team title 
by defeating the hot duo of Vampiro and 
Shocker, two of Mexico’s most beloved 
technicos. It’s unclear whether Vampiro 
and Shocker will try again to unseat the 
champions again at a later date, or take 
the heated rivalry to singles action to try 
to gain some measure of retribution. LJ) 


Think keeping the Raw and Smackdown rosters in WWE straight 
in your head is tough? Fans of Mexican wrestling have much 
more difficult challenges. Everyone knows who La Parka is, but it 
gets complicated when you have to keep track of bogus La 
Parkas, evil La Parkas, and/or mini-La Parkas. 
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1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Our caricaturist, Jason Conlan, has 
some fun with the sport’s biggest stars. 
30 full-page drawings accompany 30 
scouting reports. 32 color pinups! 
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1998 WRESTLING ALMANAC 

Our third edition, including updates on 
every section, plus a comprehensive 
look back on 1997. Digest-sized, 196 
pages. 


D0-PAGE WRESTLEMANIA 
COLLECTOR'S SPECTACULAR! 


TINGS"! 
WE RATING 
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WRESTLING SUPERCARDS 

A historical look at WrestleMania! Ranking 
all 150 matches, 88 competitors, and the 
first 14 WrestleMania cards. 32 color pages. 
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1997 WRESTLING ALMANAC 


The authoritative wrestling reference 
tool. Complete PPV and supercard 
results. Title histories. 1996 in history. 
Stats. Digest-sized. 196 pages! 


OUR MOST MEMORABLE “PRESS CONFERENCES"! 


(Second tfitten ~ 1990 te 1997) 


PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. II) 
One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, 
Austin, Sting, and more! 32 color pinups! 
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PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. III) 
One “Press Conference” for each year 
since 1980, including Michaels, Sting, 
Flair, Ventura, Kimberly, Blassie, 
Luger, and more! 32 color pinups! 
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PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. |) 
One select “Press Conference” since 1979, 
PWI's first year. Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Dallas Page, Kevin Von Erich, 
Ric Flair, and more! 32 color pinups! 


DeLeon s— FEATURING 32 DAZZLING FULL-COLOM PINUPS! 


1999 WRESTLING ANNUAL 


More cutting-edge profiles of the stars, 
including a glimpse into their futures. 
32 color pinups! 


1999 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 

We turn loose caricaturist Jason Conlan 
one more time (whether his subjects like 
it or not!). 30 scouting reports. 32 color 
pinups! 





1998 WRESTLING ANNUAL 
Butt-kickin’, attitude-laced profiles, 
plus a look at what the future holds for 
wrestling’s top superstars. 32 color pin- 
ups! 





WRESTLING INSIDERS (Winter < 


Go back through the years with wrestling’s 
most respected columnists, including Dan 
Shocket, Eddie Ellner, and Stu Saks. 
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AND BOOK OF FAC 1s 


» Comprehensive Tithe Histories 
» 1999; The Year In Wrestling 
» Statistics On Every Top Star 


» Complete PPV And 
Supercard Rarens 





2000 WRESTLING ALMANAG 

Our fifth edition includes a history of 
multi-federation champs, plus updates 
of our regular Almanac contents. 
Expanded to 228 pages! 


We have limited remaining supplies on some of the 
most popular issues London Publishing has ever 
states Order now—before they’re all gone! 
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WRESTLING INSIDERS (Spring 2000) 
Relive a generation of wrestling through 
the eyes of London Publishing’s highly 
respected columists, our second edition 
in the series. 
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WRESTLING INSIDERS (Fall 2000) 
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PROFILES ! 
2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL 


Our editors sharpen their pens and write 
up the wrestlers who will make a differ- 
ence in the sport in Y2k. 32 color pin- 
ups! 


sate EDITION © 220 PAGES! 





Wes ue 


almanac C (g! 


0 


2001 WRESTLING ALMANAC 





GREATEST WRESTLERS 
1 i al A vik we 

OF THE CENTURY, rit 

BEST OF THE 20th CENTURY 

The 100 greatest wrestlers of the centu- 

ry, a8 only London Publishing, with our 


vast archives can present. Special bonus 
color section: The best of the 1990s, 
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PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL (Vol. IV) 
One “Press Conference” for each year 
since 1981], including Flair, Austin & 
Pillman, J.R., Scott Steiner, and Bret 
Hart. 32 color pinups! 
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2002 WRESTLING ALMANAC 


©). 


Titles, holds and maneuvers, super- 
cards, tag teams, hall of famers, the 
state of the game. You want our opin- 
ion? Buy the magazine! 


(] 1997 Wrestling Almanac 
(] PWI Interview Special (Vol. I) 


— 


() 1998 Wrestling Annual 


(] 1998 Wrestling Almanac 
PWI Interview Special (Vol. Il) 

(| 1999 Wrestling Annual 
1999 Wrestling Insiders (Winter °99) 
Wrestling Supercards 

_| PWI Interview Special (Vol. Ill) 


2000 Wrestling Almanac 

2000 Wrestling Annual 

PWI Interview Special (Vol. IV) 
(| Wrestling Insiders (Fall 2000) 
[| 2001 Wrestling Almanac 
() 2002 Wrestling Almanac 
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Completely revised and updated, this 
sixth annual edition contains more 
facts, figures, and information than 
ever before. 228 pages! 


The seventh annual edition updates our 
historical records and takes a look back 
at the year 2001. 


Please send the collector’s issues | have indicated at left! London Publishing 1Co, 


I have enclosed $7 per issue as payment in full 
(postage included) or provided my credit card number 
to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). Send to: 


Name 
Address 
City 


Please indicate method of payment: 


P.O. Box 910 


Zip 


_} Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


L] VISA# 
L} MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 


MO YR 
Signature: 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


For all orders outside the U.S., you must add $1 50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, and $3 for every 
issue to be sent airmail, International money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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CALIFORNIA 
HAYWARD—APW at the APW Garage: Arma- 
geddon beat Adam Thornstowe ... Mr. Prime 
Time beat Cameron Clyburn ... Jardi Frantz beat 
Chris Cassanova ... James Watkins defeated 
Nikki ... Kafu wrestled Bobby Quance to a no- 
contest ... Larry Blackwell & Kryptonite wrestled 
Robert Thompson & Psycho Seth to a no-contest. 
(09-27-02) 

—Jeremy Medeiros 


SANTA BARBARA—WWE at the UCSB Events 
Center: Rev. D-Von pinned Sho Funaki ... Billy 
Gunn & Chuck Palumbo defeated The Big 
Valbowski & Doug Basham ... Matt Hardy pinned 
John Cena ... Billy Kidman & Torrie Wilson beat 
Jamie Noble & Nidia ... Smackdown champion 
Brock Lesnar pinned Edge after Eddie Guerrero 
interfered ... Batista pinned Bull Buchanan 
.. Rikishi pinned Kurt Angle ... Shannon Moore 
pinned Tajiri ... Crash Holly & Rey Misterio Jr. 
defeated Chris Benoit & Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
(09-23-02) 

—Perry Miles 


LOS ANGELES—WWE Unforgiven pay-per-view at 
the Staples Center: Booker T, Buh Buh Ray 
Dudley, Goldust, & Kane defeated Christian, 
William Regal, Lance Storm, & Test when Kane 
pinned Storm ... Intercontinental champion Chris 
Jericho beat Ric Flair by submission ... Eddie 
Guerrero pinned Edge ... Jamal & Rosie beat 
Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo when Jamal pinned 
Billy ... Raw champion Triple-H pinned Rob Van 
Dam after Ric Flair interfered ... Trish Stratus 
pinned women’s champion Molly Holly to win the 
title ... Chris Benoit pinned Kurt Angle ... Smack- 
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down champion Brock Lesnar wrestled The Un- 
dertaker to a double-disqualification. 
(09-22-02) 

—Harry Burkett 


FRESNO—WWE at Selland Arena: Spike Dudley 
defeated Steven Richards ... Tommy Dreamer 
pinned Raven ... Trish Stratus & Jacquelyn beat 
Molly Holly & Victoria ... Buh Buh Ray Dudley 
defeated Test .. _ Intercontinental champion Chris 
Jericho beat Rob Van Dam ... Shelton Benjamin, 
Mark Jindrak, & Johnny Stamboli defeated 
Justin Credible, Christopher Nowinski, & Shawn 
Stasiak ... The Big Show pinned D-Lo Brown 
... Jeff Hardy defeated William Regal ... World tag 
team champions Christian & Lance Storm beat 
Booker T & Goldust in a best-of-three-falls match. 
(09-21-02) 

—James Bryant 


SAN JOSE—WWE at the Compaq Center: Cruis- 
erweight champion Jamie Noble defeated Billy 
Kidman and Rey Misterio Jr. in an elimination 
match ... John Cena pinned Bull Buchanan 
... Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo beat Mark 
Henry & Crash Holly ... Rev. D-Von defeated 
Randy Orton ... The Hurricane & Shannon 
Moore defeated Doug Basham & Tajiri ... Smack- 
down champion Brock Lesnar defeated Kane by 
disqualification ... Matt Hardy pinned The Big 
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Valbowski ... Kurt Angle defeated Chris Benoit 
.. Edge & Rikishi defeated Eddie & Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. 
(09-21-02) 

—Dave Winston 


DELAWARE 
DOVER—Combat Zone Wrestling at Rack’s Bar & 
Billiards: Kory Kastle & Jon Dahmer defeated 
Rick Feinberg & The Hurricane Kidd ... Johnny 
Kashmere beat GQ ... Chris Cash defeated 
Ruckus and Sonjay Dutt in a three-way ladder 
match ... Nick Berk defeated lan Knoxx ... Junior 
heavyweight champion Trent Acid defeated Nick 
Mondo ... Nick Gage defeated heavyweight cham- 
pion Justice Pain in a non-title match ... W. Beater 
& Nate Hatred defeated Z-Barr & Rachies. 
(09-28-02) 

—Jeff Macker 


WILMINGTON—East Coast Wrestling Association 
at St. Matthew's Parish Center: Red defeated 
heavyweight champion Prince Nana to win the title 
.. The Japanese Pool Boy defeated Mid-Atlantic 
champion Mr. Ooh La La for the title ... Tag team 
champs Joel & Jose Maximo won a four-way 
match against Divine Storm, Buck Wylde & 
Striker, and Mozart Fontaine & Billy Bax ... Red 
won a four-way match against Christopher 
Daniels, Xavier, and Johnny Heartbreaker ... 





Chris Nowinski may be the only Harvard graduate on WWE's roster, but R.C. Haas learned 
more than enough during an outstanding amateur career at Seton Hall to figure out how to 
escape this hold and make “Harvard” Chris tap. 


























Bobby Dean defeated Little Kato in a midget 
match ... Johnny Maxx & Tyler Payne defeated 
Inferno & Ruffhouse Rivera ... Cheetah Master 
defeated Bobby Rude ... Johnny Heartbreaker 
defeated J.R. Ryder. 
(09-14-02) 

—Chuck Ristano 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


WASHINGTON—WWE at the MCI Center: Cruiser- 
weight champion Jamie Noble pinned Billy Kid- 
man ... Bull Buchanan defeated Horace Hogan 
... Batista pinned Rev. D-Von ... John Cena, 
Mark Henry, & Randy Orton beat Billy Gunn, 
Chuck Palumbo, & Rico ... Matt Hardy defeated 
Hardcore Holly ... Smackdown champion Brock 
Lesnar beat The Undertaker by disqualification 
... Rey Misterio Jr. defeated Eddie Guerrero 
... The Hurricane & Shannon Moore beat Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. & Tajiri ... Kurt Angle defeated 
Rikishi ... Edge beat Chris Benoit. 

(09-07-02) 


WEST PALM BEACH—WWE at the South Florida 
Expo Center: Rico pinned Spike Dudley ... Randy 
Orton pinned Test ... D-Lo Brown, Mark Jindrak, 
& Johnny Stamboli defeated Justin Credible, 
Raven, & Steven Richards ... World tag team 
champions The Hurricane & Kane beat Christian 
& Lance Storm ... Rob Van Dam pinned Ric Flair 
... Trish Stratus & Jacquelyn defeated Molly 
Holly & Victoria (Stacy Keibler was the quest ref- 
eree) ... The Big Show beat Tommy Dreamer 
... Rosie & Jamal beat Booker T & Goldust 
... Raw champion Triple-H pinned Buh Buh Ray 
Dudley. 

(09-28-02) 


CARROLTON—Turnbuckle Championship Wres- 
tling at the VFW Fairgrounds: Henry Hoss beat 
Terry Austin ... Simon Sermon beat Heck 
Shanks ... Bambi & Palm Beach Boy Jon beat 
Daffney & Palm Beach Boy Scott ... Glacier 
defeated Damien to win the heavyweight champi- 
onship ... Dusty Rhodes & New Jack beat Sonny 
slaki & Iceberg in a hardcore match. 

(09-14-02) 


—llya Zakharov 


—Duane Long 


—Larry Goodman 


ROME—Extreme Wrestling Federation at the Cal- 
houn Avenue Sports Arena: Mike Golden defeated 
heavyweight champion Terry Lawler in a non-title 
match ... The Sharp Dressed Man beat Chris 
Kamikaze ... Vinnie Gambino defeated Major 
Havoc ... Apollo pinned Spitfire ... Hillbilly Rose 
beat Dr. Dino Stone. 
(09-14-02) 

—Jim Pledger 


CORNELIA—NWA Wildside at the NCW Arena: 
The Lost Boyz beat Mark & Jay Briscoe and tag 
team champs Todd Sexton &Tony Stradlin by dis- 
qualification ... Sean Royal & Rusty Riddle beat 
Henry Hoss & John Dalton ... A.J. Styles beat 
Adam Jacobs ... Iceberg beat Rick Michaels ... 
Malaki beat Sweet Dreams ... Caprice Coleman 
beat Tony Mamaluke to even their best-of-five 
series for the TV title at 2-2 ... Coleman beat 
Mamaluke to win the series ... Michael Anthony & 
Vincent |. Pain won a tag team gauntlet match 
against Dagon Briggs & Mr. Delicious, Frankie 
Armadillo & Adam Booker, Johnny Curtis & Kid 
Krazy, Kid Thrilla & Shadow Jackson, and 
Jeremy V & Derek Driver ... Jimmy Rave beat 


Jeremy Lopez and Slim J ina 
three-way elimination match to 
retain the NWA junior heavy- 
weight title ... Jay Freeze & 
Brandon P beat Scottie 
Wrenn & Tank by countout ... 
David Young beat Rainman by 
disqualification Adam 
Jacobs & David Young beat 
Rainman & Phoenix. 
(09-03-02) 

—Larry Goodman 


LaSALLE—Fevolution Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the IV 
Banquet Center: Acid defeated 
heavyweight champ Double-M 
in a last-man-standing match to 
win the title ... Machine won a 
20-man battle royal to win the 
alternative title ... Brandon 
Bishop defeated Vito Thomas- 
elli ... Eric Marx defeated 
Shark Boy ... Appollo Starr 
defeated Adrian Serrano ... 
Terry Allen defeated Adam 
Evans. 

(09-27-02) is 
—Curt Razo | 


HERRIN—Attitude Champion- 
ship Wrestling at the Civic 
Center: Trent Dozer pinned 
Lucky Dane to win the hard- 
core title ... Acid Jaz defeated 
sgt. Kirkman ... Black Death 
beat Ice Cold Outlaw by disqualification ... Hard- 
core champion Trent Dozer beat Tony Storm ... 
Just Josh beat Big Bubba Floyd ... Kid Dragon 
defeated Mike Ruley ... Heavyweight champion 
Lucky Dane defeated Tommy Striker ... Ax 
Stevens defeated cruiserweight champion Tommy 
Callaway in a ladder match to capture the title. 
(09-14-02) 

—B6rad Smithson 


ELK GROVE VILLAGE—Pro Championship 
Wrestling at the PCW Arena: Chris Styles beat 
Trick Davis ... Shane Eaton defeated Boy Toy 
Bryan ... Lethal Lee beat “Safari” Stu Early ... 
Grin pinned P.J. Benton ... Cruiserweight 
champion Egotistico Fantastico beat Weston 
Benton ... Tag team champions The Chicanos 
In Action wrestled The Chicago Connection to 
a no-contest ... Midwest champion Eric West 
beat Rick Knight. 

(09-07-02) 


CEDAR RAPIDS—WWE at the U.S. Cellular 
Center: Spike Dudley pinned Johnny Stamboli 
... shelton Benjamin defeated Justin Credible 
... D-Lo Brown beat Raven ... Bradshaw 
pinned Steven Richards ... Molly Holly & 
Victoria beat Trish Stratus & Jacquelyn 
(Stacy Keibler was the guest referee) ... Chris 
Jericho beat Buh Buh Ray Dudley ... Jeff 
Hardy pinned Test ... World tag team champi- 
ons Christian & Lance Storm beat Booker T & 
Goldust and Christopher Nowinski & William 
Regal in an elimination match ... The Big Show 
beat Tommy Dreamer in a no-disqualification 
match ... Raw champion Triple-H pinned 
Intercontinental champion Rob Van Dam. 
(09-08-02) 


—Michelle & Rachel Nixon 


—Lilly Reese 





Randy Orton controlled his match with Damaja, a member of 
OVW’'s Revolution clique. He just didn’t expect Tough 
Enough 2 winner Jackie Gayda to join the group during “Fall 
Brawl” and to use a low blow to cost him a chance to win. 





KENTUCKY 


MARROWBONE—Eastern Kentucky Champion- 
ship Wrestling at Marrowbone Fire Department: 
Dain Bramage defeated Pink Fury ... Jason 
Creed beat Judas ... Joey Bravo & CoCo Warrior 
defeated J.V. Insanity & Mr. Cocky ... The Janitor 
defeated Sammy Stylz to win the vacant hardcore 
title ... Ace Sinsation beat Ice ... Jesse Londas 
defeated lightweight champion Brian Gilbert to win 
the title ... Bobby Love defeated heavyweight 
champion The Reason to win the title. 

(09-14-02) 


LOUISIANA 

MONROE—WWE at the Civic Center: Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. defeated Shannon Moore ... Billy 
Kidman beat Crash Holly and Sho Funaki in a 
three-way match ... Albert, Shelton Benjamin, & 
Bull Buchanan defeated Doug Basham, Batista, 
& John Cena ... Edge defeated Kurt Angle 
... Cruiserweight champion Jamie Noble pinned 
Rey Misterio Jr. ... Torrie Wilson defeated Dawn 
Marie in a bra and panties match ... Billy Gunn & 
Chuck Palumbo beat Rev. D-Von & Faarooq 
... Rikishi pinned Matt Hardy ... Smackdown 
champion Brock Lesnar beat Chris Benoit. 
(09-30-02) 


—Bob Hattield 


—Larry Ruhle 


BOSSIER CITY—WWE at the CenturyTel Center: 
Sho Funaki defeated Crash Holly ... Doug 
Basham & Batista beat Albert & Bull Buchanan 
... Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo defeated Rev. 
D-Von & Faaroog ... John Cena defeated Shelton 
Benjamin ... Matt Hardy beat Shannon Moore 
... Smackdown champion Brock Lesnar pinned 
Edge after Chavo Guerrero Jr. interfered ... Billy 
Kidman & Torrie Wilson beat Jamie Noble & 
Nidia ... Rey Misterio Jr. defeated Chavo Guer- 
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Rico shook hands with Lance Cade early in their 
match, but he was in no mood to shake anyone's hand 
afterward. That's because Jerome Crony, one of his for- 


Davari ... ODB defeated Miss Natural 
... Adrian Lynch defeated Ken An- 
derson ... Magnus Maximus defeated 
| Matt Burns .., Lenny Lane defeated 
Austin Aries. 

(09-22-02) 

—Nicholas Loken 
MANKATO—WWE at the Midwest 
Wireless Center: The Hurricane & 
shannon Moore beat Chavo Guerrero 
Jr. & Tajiri ... Matt Hardy defeated 
Hardcore Holly ... Mark Henry & 
Randy Orton beat Billy Gunn & 
Chuck Palumbo ... John Cena, The 
Big Valbowski, & Horace Hogan beat 
Albert, Mike Awesome, & Bull 
Buchanan ... Rikishi defeated Rico 
.. Edge pinned Chris Benoit 
... Batista beat Rev. D-Von ... Eddie 
Guerrero pinned Billy Kidman 
... Cruiserweight champion Jamie 
Noble beat Rey Misterio Jr. . 
smackdown champion Brock Lesnar 
pinned Kurt Angle. 

(09-09-02) 


ST, LOUIS—WWE at the Savvis Cen- 
ter: Tommy Dreamer pinned Steven 
Richards ... Shelton Benjamin, D-Lo 
Brown, & Johnny Stamboli beat 
Justin Credible, Christopher Nowin- 
ski, & Shawn Stasiak ... Women’s 
champion Molly Holly defeated 
©} Jacquelyn (Victoria was the quest ref- 
| eree) ... Buh Buh Ray Dudley pinned 
Test ... Chris Jericho defeated Ric 
Flair by submission in a streetfight 
... Jeff Hardy pinned William Regal 
... Rosie & Jamal beat Spike Dudley 
& Jeff Hardy ... World tag team cham- 
pions Christian & Lance Storm beat 
Booker T & Goldust in a best-of-three- 
J falls match ... Raw champion Triple-H 
pinned Kane. 

(09-13-02) 


—Armand Stern 


—Travis Rivers 


mer associates in OVW’'s Bolin Services, tripped him 


and practically handed Cade a victory. 


rero Jr. ... Chris Benoit beat The Big Valbowski 
... Rikishi pinned Kurt Angle. 
(09-29-02) 


MARYLAND 


BALTIMORE—Maryland Championship Wrestling 
at the Hard Rock Cafe: Tag team champions Chad 
Bowman & Dino Divine beat The Holy Rollers ... 
Alexis Laree defeated Angela ... Qenaan Creed 
pinned Genesis ... 2-Dope beat Sideswype ... 
Joey Matthews beat heavyweight champ The 
Bruiser by disqualification. 

(09-25-02) 


—Melinda Lehman 


—NMike Gregory 


MINNESOTA 


RED WING—Steel Domain Wrestling at Treasure 
Island Casino: Shawn Davari defeated Red 
Lightnin ... Tejas defeated Kevin Kruger ... 
Travis Sharpe defeated Kujo ... Rain beat Lacey 
... Derrick St. Holmes, Esquire defeated Horace 
the Psychopath ... Mitch Paradise defeated J.B. 
Trask ... Big Daddy Hoofer defeated Shawn 
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ST, LOUIS—Gateway Championship 
Wrestling at Aggie’s on South Broad- 
way: Sean Vincent defeated Jinx ... 
lan Storm beat Ratboy ... Nemesis defeated 
Johnny Greenpeace ... Sean Almighty beat Chaz 
Wesson ... Ms. Chif beat Matt in an intergender 
match ... Heart Attack Jack beat Mike Sharona 
... Big Bad Ben defeated Nikki Strychnine ... The 
Outtkast won a four-way match over Makaze, Billy 
McNeil, and Diamondback Dingo ... Delirious 
beat Jack Adonis in a death match. 
(09-11-02) 
—Dominick Valenti 


ST. CLAIR—Widwest Powerhouse Wrestling at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall: Christian Haze defeated 
Missouri champion Chico Es Loco by reverse deci- 
sion ... Tag team champions Damien Blade & 
Tommy Cross defeated Tony Luza & Scott Mi- 
chaels ... The Crocodile Kid defeated Ninja Pres- 
ley ... Marcus Mansfield defeated The Mad Hatter 
... The Stud defeated Guy Smith and El Gigante 
Es Loco in a three-way “Ironman” match to win the 
vacant hardcore title ... Heavyweight champion The 
Searcher defeated Damien Blade and Tommy 
Cross in a three-way match. 
(09-07-02) 

—Chip Leffler 


MONTANA 


BILLINGS—WWE at MetraPark: Billy Kidman 
pinned Tajiri ... Mark Henry, Shannon Moore, & 
Batista beat Albert, Bull Buchanan, & Rev. D-Von 
... Eddie & Chavo Guerrero Jr. defeated The Big 
Valbowski & John Cena ... Smackdown champion 
Brock Lesnar pinned Edge ... The Hurricane 
pinned Matt Hardy ... Cruiserweight champion 
Jamie Noble pinned Rey Misterio Jr. ... Billy 
Gunn & Chuck Palumbo beat Hardcore Holly & 
Randy Orton ... Kurt Angle defeated Rikishi. 
(09-15-02) 


NEW JERSEY 


SAYREVILLE—National Wrestling Superstars at 
the High School Gym: Dave Mysterio won an eight- 
man gauntlet match against Arcadia, Brian 
Sexton, Tony Flow, Tommy Force, The Great 
Blazini, Icon, Kid Cruel, and Slayer to win the light 
heavyweight belt ... Slamming TNT defeated The 
Heavy Metal Maniac ... The Patriot defeated 
Kevin Knight ... Julio Dinero & Kara Slice beat 
Slyk Wagner Brown & April Hunter ... Roman 
pinned Frank Kuhl ... Disco Inferno pinned 
Simon Diamond. 

(09-28-02) 


—Paul Nixon 


—Rob Hayes 


ELIZABETH—Jersey Championship Wrestling at 
the Rex Plex: Malice defeated Ace Darling ... 
Crowbar defeated Inferno for the heavyweight title 
... simon Diamond beat Julio Dinero ... Pete 
Gas defeated Don Montoya ... Reckless Youth 
beat Dave Greco ... Papa Don & Havoc defeated 
Dirty Money & J-Train ... Moondog Molsonn & 
Matt Devlin wrestled to a no-contest with Moondog 
Wenzel & Danny Demanto. 
(09-21-02) 

—Dominick Valenti 


BAYONNE—JAPW at the Charity Hall: Deranged 
defeated Azreal ... Mike Kruel defeated Tony 
Lazaro ... Boogalu defeated J-Train ... Striker & 
skinhead Ivan defeated Team Thomas ... The 
Solution wrestled The Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
to a no-contest ... TV champion Jay Lethal defeat- 
ed Rain ... The Insane Dragon defeated light 
heavyweight champion Dixie by countout ... Hom- 
icide defeated Slyk Wagner Brown for the heavy- 
weight title. 

(09-20-02) 


NEW YORK 


NEW YORK—Wiajor League Wrestling at the Man- 
hattan Center: Super Crazy defeated Fuego 
Guerrero ... Steve Williams & P.J. Friedman 
defeated Tim Arson & Eric Adamz ... La Parka 
beat Shocker ... Christopher Daniels, Ikuto 
Hidaka, & Dick Togo beat Joel & Jose Maximo & 
Quiet Storm ... C.W. Anderson defeated Devon 
Storm ... Terry Funk pinned Chris Candido ... 
Steve Corino won a three-way streetfight against 
The Sandman and Vampiro ... Taiyo Kea pinned 
Sabu ... Satoshi Kojima pinned Jerry Lynn to win 
the vacant heavyweight title. 

(09-26-02) 


—Sam Barker 


—Kyle Williams 


BUFFALO—Buffalo Championship Wrestling at 
the Old First Ward Community Center: Hellcat de- 
feated Jason Atlas ... Spoiled Rotten (Troy 
Buchanan & lan Decay) defeated Crazy Cruz & 
Mean Marcos ... “Devastating” Kevin Dunn 
defeated Steve Kruz (with Marty Vain) ... The 
Redneck Express (“Crazy” Joe Zany & Big 





nection Il ... The Pain Gang 
wrestled Will Shooter & Willie 
Clay Jr. to a no-contest... Dew- 
ey Cheatum pinned Shaun 
Alexander ... Persephone 
pinned Serena ... Rick Link 
defeated Sgt. Max Rhodes. 
(09-26-02) 

—Chris Plano 


| RALEIGH—Southern Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at KINGS: 
Lodi beat Rico Rage ... Sey- 
fe mour Snoit won a three-way 
| match against Otto Schwanz 
| and Jesse Drive ... Dewey 
= Cheatum beat Shaun Alex- 
ander ... C.W. Anderson beat 
Brad Hunter ... Dan Rage beat 
| Brent Rage. 
(09-20-02) 


OHIO 


CINCINNATI—Northern Wres- 
tling Federation at BoneKrush- 
m ers National Pro Wrestling Train- 
| ing Center: Danny Montgomery 
>] pinned The Warlock ... Jay 

} Donaldson pinned Taxi ... 
Chad Allegra defeated Zodiac 
ll by disqualification ... Matthew 
| Parks beat Austin Meddler ... 
Danny Montgomery won a bat- 


—Greg Mosorjak 


Seven is a big, strong man. He’s just neither big nor strong tle royal. 
enough to be challenging Mark Henry, billed as “The World’s (09-28-02) 


Strongest Man,” to tests of strength. No wonder Seven and 


Travis Bane lost to Henry and Matt Morgan. 


Poppa Chill) defeated I.B. Green & Frankie the 
Fish ... Killer Kumpf (with Marty Vain) beat 
Punk by disqualification ... Hoss defeated 
“White Lion” Jim Tanner ... Niagara Frontier 
champion “Sik” Rik Matrix defeated Kwan 


Chang (with Marty Vain). 
(09-22-02) 
—Dan Murphy 
NORTH CAROLINA 


GOLDSBORO—WOW Wrestling at Goldsboro 
Dodge: Marc Ash beat C.R. Smooth ... Chico 
Demayo beat Brad Hunter and Shawn Alexander 
in a three-way death match ... Flex Phenom beat 
Golden Child by disqualification when he was 
attacked by Marc Ash ... Nemesis defeated Sat- 
day Morning for the hardcore title ... Maliki beat 
Bounty Hunter in the finals of a tournament for the 
heavyweight title. 
(09-29-02) 

—Marcus Watkins 


THOMASVILLE—New Empire Wrestling at the 
Thomasville Flea Market: Caleb X pinned Kami- 
kaze Kid ... GeeStar pinned Bradley North ... Tag 
team champions Terrific Tony & Trent Wylde 
defeated Drake Tungsten & Hugh Johnson ... 
National champion Joe Storm pinned Ric Con- 
verse ... Brass Munkey defeated Ravishing 
Ritchie by disqualification ... Regional champion 
Kurt Solo pinned Keith Austin. 
(09-27-02) 

—Grant Sawyer 


HIGH POINT—New Dimension Wrestling at Tri- 
angle Billiards: Hot Boy Jason wrestled Mr. Sexy 
to a time-limit draw ... Tim Jackson pinned Kid 
Justice ... David Blaze defeated Cruel Con- 


—Al Sheffield 


CLEVELAND—WWE at Gund 

Arena: Kurt Angle defeated 
Rikishi ... Hardcore Holly defeated Rico 
... Billy Gunn & Chuck Palumbo beat The 
Hurricane & Shannon Moore ... Batista beat 
Rev. D-Von ... Smackdown champion Brock 
Lesnar defeated The Undertaker by disqualifi- 
cation ... Randy Orton defeated Matt Hardy 
.. Bull Buchanan, Chavo Guerrero Jr., & 
Tajiri defeated John Cena, Mark Henry, & 
Horace Hogan ... Cruiserweight champion 


Jamie Noble beat Billy Kidman ... Edge & Rey 
Misterio Jr. defeated Chris Benoit & Eddie 
Guerrero. 
(09-08-02) 


AHOMA 


TULSA—Oklahoma Championship Wrestling at the 
OCW Arena: Hardcore champion Shadow of 
Death | beat Dexter Hardaway ... Karl Davis beat 
Butch Dalton by disqualification ... Luc LaPointe 
& Smash Hansen beat Michael Faith & Brandon 
Groom ... Light heavyweight champion Outcast 
won a three-way match against Justin Lee and 


—Fred Woods 
OKLA 


Grenade ... Anthony Jackson & Manservant 
beat The Valentino Cousins ... Big Daddy Moore 
beat Beau Dalton. 
(09-28-02) 

—Kelly Newkirk 
PEI cn ik INSYLY if ANIA th 


CANONSBURG—International Wrestling Cartel at 
lceoplex at Southpointe: Troy Lords beat Quiet 
Storm ... Dennis Gregory pinned J-Ru ... Dennis 
Gregory beat T. Rantula ... Mike Preston pinned 
Ace Steele ... Matt Vandal pinned Brian O .. 
Heavyweight champion Colt Cabana pinned Ikuto 
Hidaka ... Devil Bhudakhan beat Trevor Lowe ... 
Tag team champions Sexual Harassment beat M- 
Dogg 20 & Josh Prohibition in a streetfight ... 
Christopher Daniels beat C.M. Punk in a 30- 
minute “Ironman” match. 
(09-28-02) 

—Joe Dombrowski 


EMMAUS—World Wide Wrestling Alliance at Em- 
maus Fire Company: Rob Eckos pinned Damian 


Adams ... Intercontinental champion Ravage 
defeated New Wave ... Brett Scholl defeated Nick 
Castle ... D. Man Davidson defeated Thorn ... 


Jack Hammer & Patty O'Brian wrestled Demitrios 
Arion & Glen Osbourne to a double-countout .. 
Blue Meanie defeated Insane Sam. 
(09-28-02) 

—Anita Varanski 


OLEY—IWA at the Roller-drome: Matt Vandal & 
Mike Preston beat Adam Flash & Trent Acid ... 
Travis Blake beat Damian Adams to capture the 





Redd Dogg needed a vicious chair shot to the head of Nick Dinsmore to put him down for 
the count in a match for the Southern tag title. Even Shelton Benjamin, now a part-timer 
with WWE, was not happy to see his partner use such a tactic. 
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John Cena was one of Smackdown’'s 
hottest stars for a few weeks this summer, 
but he has cooled off considerably since. 
Even though he executed a textbook verti- 
cal suplex here, the former Prototype 
couldn't regain the OVW title he lost to 
Nova on May 15. 


lightweight title ... Psycho beat Bax in a lumberjack 
match ... Tony Reyes beat Hadrian and Roman to 
become the new triple threat champion ... Julio & 
Israel Mantias beat Wizzard | & Il by reverse deci- 
sion ... Biggie Biggs & Joshua M. Daniel beat 
Oxx Hogg & Rated R ... Tommy Golden & Din 
Mak beat The Well Hung Warriors ... Rapid Fire 
Maldonado & Simply Luscious beat Kevin Knight 
& Allison Danger to capture the tag team title. 
(09-22-02) 

—Dorothy Podsvirow 


PHILADELPHIA—Ring of Honor at the Murphy Rec- 
reation Center: In a tournament to determine 
inaugural tag team champs, quarterfinals: 
Christopher Daniels & Donovan Morgan beat 
Jose & Joel Maximo ... Dick Togo & Ikuto Hi- 
daka defeated James Maritato & Tony Mamaluke 
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.. American Dragon & Mike Modest defeated 
Chris Divine & Quiet Storm ... Da Hit Squad 
wrestled The Natural Born Sinners to a no-contest 
... Semifinals: Daniels & Morgan beat Hidaka & 
Togo ... Finals: Daniels & Morgan defeated 
Dragon & Modest (who got a bye in the semifinals) 
to become the first ROH tag team champions ... In 
non-tournament matches: Alex Arion beat 
Dunn... Xavier defeated ROH champion Low-Ki to 
win the title ... Takao Omori defeated Sonny Siaki 
... Jay Briscoe beat The Amazing Red ... Paul 
London beat Michael Shane in a street fight. 
(09-21-02) 

—Megan Johnathan 


CONNELLSVILLE—NWA East at the Community 
Center: Tag team champions The Premiere Play- 
ers defeated Christopher Taylor & Justin Idol ... 
Nikita Allanov defeated Dale Price ... Brass 
knuckles champion Sean Stylez defeated C.J. 
Sensation by disqualification ... X champion Lance 
Dayton defeated Scottie Gash ... Devin Devine 
defeated Brandon K and Crusher Hansen in a 
three-way match ... Triple crown champion Dirk 
Ciglar defeated Paul Atlas. 
(09-20-02) 

—Devon Maddox 


POTTSTOWN—PWF at Academy Hall: Legacy 
Cup tournament, quarterfinals: Billy Bax beat 
Jay Briscoe ... The Amazing Red defeated junior 
heavyweight champion Quiet Storm ... Rapid Fire 
Maldonado defeated Striker ... Christopher Dan- 
iels pinned Chris Divine ... Semifinals: Red de- 
feated Bax ... Daniels defeated Maldonado ... Fi- 
nals: Daniels defeated Red to win the tournament 
... In non-tournament action: Universal champ 
Chris Hamrick beat Johnny Kashmere ... The 
Rockin’ Rebel & Da Hit Squad defeated The 
S.A.T. & Chi Chi Cruz. 
(09-15-02) 

—Bryan Riegel 


MARYSVILLE—Classic Championship Wrestling at 
the Lions Club: In the quarterfinal round of the 
first annual Inventational Tournament: Fumar 
defeated Ryan Loot ... Sonjay Dutt defeated Tai 
... Ruckus beat John Balsamo ... Derrick Frasier 
beat Mike Lawson ... Semifinals: Dutt beat 
Fumar... Ruckus pinned Frasier ... Finals: Ruckus 
defeated Dutt ... In non-tournament matches: 
Eagle pinned Blood in a no-disqualification match 
... Mikey Wrath won a triangle match over Greg 
Spitz and Cabbie ... J-Money, Lobo Loco, Maxx 
Havoc, & Dana Hinkle defeated Damien Destruc- 
tion, Rockin’ Rebel, Rob Noxious, & Vargas. 
(09-13-02) 


SOUTH DAKOTA 

RAPID CITY—WWE at the Rushmore Plaza Civic 
Center: Spike Dudley pinned Johnny Stamboli 
... Shelton Benjamin defeated Justin Credible 
... World tag team champions Christian & Lance 
Storm defeated Bradshaw & Goldust and Chris- 
topher Nowinski & William Regal in an elimination 
match ... Steven Richards pinned D-Lo Brown 
... Intercontinental champion Rob Van Dam beat 
Chris Jericho ... Molly Holly & Victoria beat 
Trish Stratus & Jacquelyn (Stacy Keibler was the 
guest referee) ... The Big Show pinned Tommy 
Dreamer in a no-disqualification streetfight ... Raw 
champion Triple-H pinned Buh Buh Ray Dudley. 
(09-07-02) 


—Timothy A. Walker 


—Greg Stevens 


SIOUX FALLS—WWE at the Sioux Falls Arena: 
Spike Dudley pinned Johnny Stamboli ... Justin 


Credible beat Shelton Benjamin ... Raven pinned 
D-Lo Brown ... Bradshaw pinned Christopher 
Nowinski ... Intercontinental champion Rob Van 
Dam pinned The Big Show ... Women’s champion 
Molly Holly pinned Jacquelyn (Victoria was the 
guest referee) ... Tommy Dreamer pinned Steven 
Richards ... World tag team champions Christian 
& Lance Storm beat Buh Buh Ray Dudley & Gol- 
dust in a best-of-three-falls match ... Smackdown 
champion Brock Lesnar pinned Raw champion 
Triple-H in a non-title match. 

(09-06-02) 


TENNESSEE 


NASHVILLE—NWA-TNA pay-per-view at the Fair- 
grounds Coliseum: Red defeated Shark Boy 
... NWA heavyweight champion Ron Killings de- 
feated Low-Ki ... Joel & Jose Maximo defeated 
The Flying Elvises ... Sonny Siaki beat David 
Young ... NWA tag team champions Chris Harris 
& James Storm beat Ron Harris & Ashley Hud- 
son ... NWA-TNA X champion Jerry Lynn beat 
A.J. Styles by reverse decision in a ladder match 
... B.G. James & Syxx-Pac beat Jeff Jarrett & 
Brian Lawler, 

(10-02-02) 


—Greg Stevens 


—Frank Miller 


NASHVILLE—NWA-TNA pay-per-view at the Fair- 
grounds Coliseum: Sonny Siaki defeated Red 
... NWA tag team champions Chris Harris & 
James Storm defeated Ron Harris & Brian Lee in 
a table match ... AJ. Styles defeated Low-Ki in a 
best-of-three-falls match ... Scott Hall & Syxx-Pac 
beat Brian Lawler & Elix Skipper ... Jorge Es- 
trada pinned Kid Kash ... NWA-TNA X champion 
Jerry Lynn pinned NWA heavyweight champion 
Ron Killings in a match in which only the X title 
was on the line ... B.G. James (formerly Road 
Dogg) beat Jeff Jarrett by disqualification. 
(09-25-02) 

—WNatalie Burke 


NASHVILLE—NWA-TNA pay-per-view at the Fair- 
grounds Coliseum: A.J. Styles pinned Kid Kash 
... Dustin Diamond defeated Tiny the Timekeeper 
in a boxing match ... Cassidy O'Reilly & Chase 
Stevens were eliminated in a three-way match also 
involving Jimmy Rave & Derek Wylde and C.M. 
Punk & Ace Steele, which meant they were no 
longer allowed to compete in the “Gauntlet For The 
Gold” match for the vacant NWA tag team title later 
in the evening ... Miss TNA Bruce defeated an 
unidentified woman from the audience ... Chris 
Harris and Brian Lee were the last two wrestlers 
remaining in a 20-man Royal Rumble-style “Gauntlet 
For The Gold." As the last two survivors, they earned 
the nght to team with their respective partners in a 
match for the vacant NWA tag team title ... Chris 
Harris & James Storm beat Ron Harris & Brian 
Lee to win the vacant NWA tag team title ... NWA 
heavyweight champion Ron Killings pinned NWA- 
TNA X champion Jerry Lynn. 

(09-18-02) 


TEXAS 


BEAUMONT—WWE at the Montagne Center: 
D-Lo Brown, Mark Jindrak, & Johnny 
Stamboli beat Justin Credible, Raven, & 
steven Richards ... Randy Orton pinned Test 
... The Big Show pinned Tommy Dreamer ... 
Jamal & Rosie beat Booker T & Goldust ... 
Rob Van Dam pinned Ric Flair ... Trish 
Stratus & Jacquelyn beat Molly Holly & 
Victoria ... World tag team champions The 
Hurricane & Kane beat Lance Storm & 


—Frank Miller 


Christian ... Intercontinental champion Chris 
Jericho beat Booker T ... Raw champion 
Triple-H beat Buh Buh Ray Dudley. 
(09-29-02) 

—Mike Chadwick 


DENTON—Texas Championship Wrestling at 
the TCW Arena: Pendragon pinned Epi the 
Phat Samoan ... Brad Michaels pinned Tyler 
Bateman ... The Overboyz defeated The New 
Legacy ... Ironman champion Bull defeated 
Scott Phoenix ... The Thundercatt pinned 
Aldo Nova ... Hellraiser Hark & Seth Shai 
defeated Mike Thunder & Brad Michaels ... 
Gary Tool pinned Krusher Kong in a steel cage 
match to win the heavyweight title ... Chance 
Romance & Zane Morris pinned Lance Ro- 
mance & C-Diddy. 
(09-27-02) 

—Marion Morrison 


LUFKIN—East Texas Championship Wrestling 
at the Expo Center: Samir pinned The Cana- 
dian Stallion ... Tyler Bateman defeated Joey 
Corman ... Gemini beat Khan ... Anthony 
Bishop pinned The Italian Icon in a falls-count- 
anywhere match ... Light heavyweight champion 
Brad Michaels defeated Tyler Bateman ... 
Justin Walker beat Jared Steele in a lumber- 
jack match ... Khan & Epi defeated Gemini & 
Bull. 
(09-25-02) 

—Eric Sanchez 


MINERAL WELLS—Texas Outlaw Promotions 
at the TOPS Arena: Unified tag team champions 
Naturally Reckless beat Seth Shai & Amer- 
ican Anarchy ... Big Dave pinned Livewire ... 
Keats Douglas pinned Justin Walker ... John 
Solo defeated North Central Texas cruiser- 
weight champion Brett Bonz by disqualification 
... Hellraiser Hark pinned Payne ... Wade 
Walker, Shea Wright, & Seth Shai defeated Kit 
Carson, Kyzer Douglas, & Kevin Duncan ... 
The Impact Thrillers & Dredd defeated Danger 
Inc. & Mr. Mister. 
(09-21-02) 

—Marion Morrison 


TOMBALL—Texas All-Star Wrestling at the Hit 
Away Sports Arena: Michael Strider defeated 
hardcore champion Hugh Rogue in a nor-title 
match ... ZenZen defeated Bubba Lee Travis 
... Chris Allen defeated Rick Renegade ... 
Steve DeMarco defeated Bobby 2 Badd ... 
Hotstuff Hernandez pinned Texas champion 
Mr. Mayhem in a non-title match ... Bobby 2 
Badd won a hardcore streetfight. 
(09-21-02) 

—Marion Morrison 


NORTH RICHLAND HILLS—NWA Southwest at 
the Texas Indoor Arena: Jonah DeWald beat 
Wally Smiles ... Hugh Rogue pinned Jimbo 
Starr ... NWA Texas champion J.P. Black 
pinned Harley Johnson ... Hotstuff Hernandez 
pinned Rudy Boy Gonzalez ... Rudy Boy 
Gonzalez pinned Xavier Payne ... Hotstuff 
Hernandez defeated Hugh Rogue by disqualifi- 
cation ... NWA Texas champion J.P. Black 
defeated Bobby 2 Badd by disqualification. 
(09-20-02) 

—Rob Moore 


MONAHANS—West Texas Championship Wres- 
tling at the Ward County Coliseum: Taurus 
pinned John Murdoch ... Mike Payne wrestled 
to a double-countout with Terry Pantera ... Wes 


Word defeated The Atomic 
Punk ... The Equalizer beat 
Stealth and Damon Williams 
... Mace and The Big Game 
wrestled to a draw ... The 
Equalizer won a battle royal to 
capture the vacant heavyweight 
title. 

(09-07-02) 


UTAH 

SALT LAKE CITY—WWE at 
the E Center: The Hurricane 
defeated Sho Funaki ... John 
Cena & Randy Orton beat 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. & Tajiri 
... The Big Valbowski beat 
Albert ... Cruiserweight cham- 
pion Jamie Noble beat Billy 
Kidman ... Smackdown cham- 
pion Brock Lesnar defeated 
The Undertaker ... Batista, 
Hardcore Holly, & Mark Henry 
defeated Bull Buchanan, Hor- 
ace Hogan, & Rev. D-Von 
... Matt Hardy pinned Shan- 
non Moore ... Edge & Rey 
Misterio Jr. beat Chris Benoit 


—Stan Martin 


& Eddie Guerrero ... Kurt 
Angle pinned Rikishi. 
(09-16-02) 

—Rico Zahn 


EAU CLAIRE—AIl American 
Wrestling at Wagner's Bowling 
Alley: Mike Geuke beat Michael 
Mercedes Armoni ... Ace 
Spade beat Assault ... Angel Armoni beat Green 
Chicken ... Venom beat Ratt ... Sabot beat Mad 
Wolverine ... Big Dog beat Malice ... lan Xavier 
& Asylum beat tag team champs Sabot & Venom 
in a no-disqualification match to win the title. 

(09-29-02 —Nicholas Loken 


LARAMIE—WWE at the University of Wyoming 
Arena: Tommy Dreamer pinned Steven Richards 
... Jeff Hardy pinned William Regal ... Women's 
champion Molly Holly beat Jacquelyn (Victoria 
was the guest referee) ... Chris Jericho defeated 
Ric Flair in a streetfight ... Jamal & Rosie beat 
Spike Dudley & Jeff Hardy ... Shelton Benjamin, 
D-Lo Brown, & Johnny Stamboli defeated Justin 
Credible, Christopher Nowinski, & Shawn 
Stasiak ... Buh Buh Ray Dudley pinned Test 
... World tag team champions Christian & Lance 
Storm beat Booker T & Goldust in a best-of-three- 
falls match ... Raw champion Triple-H pinned Kane. 
(09-15-02) 

—Adam Callahan 


CASPER—WWE at the Events Center: Tommy 
Dreamer pinned Steven Richards ... Jeff Hardy 
pinned William Regal ... Women’s champion Molly 
Holly defeated Jacquelyn (Victoria was the guest 
referee) ... Rosie & Jamal defeated Spike Dudley 
& Jeff Hardy ... Shelton Benjamin, D-Lo Brown, 
& Johnny Stamboli beat Justin Credible, Shawn 
Stasiak, & Christopher Nowinski ... Test pinned 
Buh Buh Ray Dudley ... Chris Jericho defeated 
Ric Flair by submission in a streetfight ... World tag 
team champions Christian & Lance Storm beat 
Booker T & Goldust in a best-of-three-falls match 
... Raw champion Triple-H pinned Kane. 
(09-14-02) 

—Jake Darwin 





Doug Basham was supposed to wrestle Brock Lesnar for 
the Smackdown title, but an elbow injury kept Lesnar side- 
lined. Instead, Basham got Chris Benoit, and although he 
wrestled one of the best matches of his life, he was ultimate- 
ly done in by a German suplex. 


INTERNATIONAL; = 


TORONTO, ONTARIO—Apocalypse Wrestling 
Federation at Cactus Pete’s: Slade retained the 
heavyweight championship in a fatal four-way by beat- 
ing Joey Knight, Jackal, and Jaguar Vijay Singh ... 
Jerrick Miller beat Asylum ... Joey Knight pinned 
James Champagne ... Robin Knightwing pinned 
Zaquary Springate Ill ... Vladimir Urkov & Phoenix 
defeated Danny Dynamic & Kiki Malaya ... Mark 
Menezes beat Tony Mack ... S.I.L.K. pinned Billy 
Flynn ... Arizona beat Kevin Grace. 

(09-29-02) 





—Ron Hutchinson 


ABBOTSFORD, BRITISH COLUMBIA—ECCW/ 
NWA Pacific Northwest Wrestling at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Hall: Vance Nevada defeated 
The White Tiger ... Skag Rollins & Seth Knight 
beat Adam Firestorm & Matt Classic ... NWA 
women’s champion Madison pinned Kittie ... 
Gorilla Marilla defeated The Butcher by disqualifi- 
cation ... Grunt beat Scotty Mac. 
(09-26-02) 

—WNathan Maylor 


HAMILTON, ONTARIO—Great Lakes Champion- 
ship Wrestling at the Regency Boxing Club: Shawn 
Morgan pinned JDL ... The Highlanders beat The 
Ebony Xpress in a gauntlet match to become the 
first-ever GLCW Canadian tag team champions ... 
Alexander the Great pinned Hammer ... Cody 
Steele defeated Kyle Kruze ... Jerry Martell 
pinned Shawn Morgan to become the heavyweight 
champion ... Legacy and DWK wrestled to a draw. 
(09-21-02) 

—Devin Chittick 
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From The Wrestier, February 1991 issue 


_ PWiclassic 


THE 
INCREDIBLE 
HALLOWEEN 
HAVOC 
HOAK! 


T HE HALLOWEEN HAVOC 





main event between NWA 

World champion Sting and 
challenger Sid Vicious was one of 
the most anticipated title matches of 
the year. A sellout crowd packed the 
UIC Pavilion in Chicago on Saturday, 
October 27, to view the match live. 
Hundreds of thousands more watched 
at home on pay-per-view TV. 

Wrestling’s future was on the line, 
and the match will go down in history 
as being memorable because—well, 
not because of excellent wrestling 
(which there was, by the way), but be- 
cause of one of the greatest hoaxes 
ever perpetrated in a wrestling ring. 

The Four Horsemen—Vicious, 
Ric Flair, Arn and Ole Anderson, and 
Barry Windham—nearly pulled off an 
incredible stunt that would have 
changed the course of wrestling his- 
tory, an intricate plan that called for 
Vicious to pin an impostor Sting and 
win the World title. 

Fortunately, the plan was foiled. 
But the incredible Halloween Havoc 
hoax will never be forgotten. Imme- 
diately after the match, The Wrestler 
launched a thorough investigation 
into the incident. Dozens of sources 
provided information, but many re- 
fused to go on record officially. Our 
findings are as follows: 


HOW THE STING IMPOSTOR 
PLAN WAS FORMULATED 

Nearly a month before the Sting- 
Vicious match, The Four Horsemen 
met secretly in a downtown Atlanta 
location and devised the plan. Vi- 


cious, at first reluctant, finally conced- 
ed to go along with the plan when the 
Andersons, Flair, and Windham con- 
vinced him it was foolproof. 

It was, indeed, well thought out. 

The Horsemen immediately 
agreed that only Windham could pull 
off the impersonation. Sting is 6'2”, 
260 pounds; Windham Is 6’5”, 263 
pounds. The height difference, while 
substantial, wouldn't be immediately 
noticeable. And, of course, Windham 
wouldn't be in the ring for long. 

Windham was insulted and be- 
came incensed when Flair insisted 
his body wasn’t taut enough to im- 
personate Sting. After some heated 
words, Arn and Vicious convinced 
Windham that he needed to add some 
muscle tone prior to October 27. 

The rest of the plan was far more 
complicated. Windham, of course, 
would have to look exactly like Sting. 
That meant his hair, makeup, and 
wrestling tights would have to be 
identical to what Sting was wearing 
that evening. 

The hair wasn’t a problem; Sting 
always wears It the same way. The 
makeup was a bigger problem. The 
Horsemen wouldn't know how Sting 
was wearing his face paint until the 
match began. 

The problem was quickly and effi- 
ciently solved: The person applying 
the makeup would take a Polaroid 
photo of Sting as he entered the ring. 
Then it would merely have to be 
applied based on the photo. 

But how would that be done? 
Neither Flair nor Windham nor the 
Andersons has ever worn face make- 
up in the ring. The problem was 
solved when one of Flair’s numerous 
girlfriends agreed to do the job. 

The Horsemen had a far more dif- 
ficult time solving the wrestling tights 
problem. That’s where Windham’s 
former friendship with Sting paid divi- 
dends. Windham remembered the 
name of the tailor Sting used to 
make his wrestling tights. So the 
Horsemen contacted the tailor (he’s 
located in Atlanta), bribed him into 
revealing Sting’s wardrobe for the 
evening, and had him make an iden- 
tical outfit. 


—— 


i 





When Sting faced off against Sid Vicious at Halloween Havoc 1990, he could not 
have expected the wild events that would follow. No one who wasn't associated with 


The Four Horsemen could have. 


Money talks ... especially with 
poor tailors. 

The Horsemen were finally 
ready to put their plan into action. 
At an appropriate time in the 
match, Arn and Flair would walk 
out to ringside. Vicious would leave 
the ring. Hopefully, Sting would fol- 
low him. 


When Sting got back to the dress- 
ing room area, Ole would attack him 
from behind and Vicious would tie 
him up. Vicious would run back to the 
ring, followed by Windham—the 
impostor Sting. 

Seconds later, the title would 
belong to Vicious. 

It didn’t work out that way. 
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Stan Hansen 


TOP 10 

=) ilate 

The Ultimate Warrior 
Kerry Von Erich 
stan Hansen 
Randy Savage 
Curt Hennig 
sid Vicious 

Lex Luger 
Jerry Lawler 
10. Steve Keirn 


SPs are N > 


TAG TEAMS 

. Doom 

. Rick & Scott Steiner 

. The Rockers 

. Arn Anderson & Ric Flair 

>. The Hart Foundation 

. The Nasty Boys 

. The Legion of Doom 

. Tony Anthony & Doug Gilbert 


9. Greg Valentine & The Honky Tonk Man 


10. Rip & Larry Oliver 


World champion: Sting 
. Stan Hansen 

. Sid Vicious 

Lex Luger 

. Black Scorpion 
Arn Anderson 

. Ric Flair 

. Terry Taylor 

. Junkyard Dog 

. Norman 

. Brad Armstrong 


—t 


World champion: The Ultimate Warrior 
1. Kerry Von Erich 
2. Randy Savage 
3. Curt Hennig 
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4. Ted DiBiase 

5. Earthquake 

6. Hulk Hogan 

7. Big Bossman 

8. Sgt. Slaughter 

9. Dino Bravo 
10. Davey Boy Smith 


World champion: Larry Zbyszko 
. Tommy Jammer 

. Nikita Koloft 

. The Trooper 

. Tatsumi Fujinami 
. scott Norton 

. Col. DeBeers 

. Wayne Bloom 

. Larry Cameron 

. Buck Zumhofe 
10. Brad Rheingans 


ool aa & G& ho — 


MOST POPULAR 


1. Sting 

. Hulk Hogan 

. The Ultimate Warrior 
. Kerry Von Erich 

Lex Luger 

Big Bossman 

. scott Steiner 

. Jake Roberts 

. Jerry Lawler 

. scotty the Body 
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OST HATED 

. Rick Martel 

. Sid Vicious 

. led DiBiase 

. Earthquake 

. Stan Hansen 

. Black Scorpion 
. Eddie Gilbert 

. Sat. Slaughter 
. Ric Flair 

10. The Grappler 


OONH9HBON = Se 


For most of the match, Vicious dominat- 
ed the NWA World champion. He simply 
overpowered him. Even Sting was very 
impressed by his rival’s effort when it 
was over. 


HOW THE PLAN WAS FOILED 

So much for the best-laid plans of 
mice and (Horse)men. 

lt should be remembered that the 
Horsemen are under constant 
scrutiny by the NWA. Nothing they 
do goes unchecked. Their every 
move is examined. Surveillance is 
increased in the weeks before a 
pay-per-view card. And with a 
Horseman challenging for the World 
title, the NWA knew that the odds of 
them trying something were very 
high, indeed. 

One week before Halloween Hav- 
oc, Windham was seen walking into 
a tailors shop in downtown Atlanta. 
The sighting was reported to NWA 
officials, who duly noted it as unchar- 
acteristic behavior. Days later, a 
Federal Express delivery was made 
to Flair at the NWA’s offices; a sec- 
retary saw the box and noted that it 
came from the company that sup- 
plies Sting’s makeup. 

Obviously, the Horsemen didn’t 
exactly catch everyone by surprise. 

“| was told to be on-guard,” Sting 
said. “But | had no idea what they 
were up to.” 

The first parts of the plan worked 
to perfection. The tights were right. 
The hair was right. The face makeup 
was right. Windham even smudged 
the makeup a bit so It would look like 
he had been wrestling. 





When the time came, Arn and 
Flair walked out to ringside. Vicious 
left the ring and made his way back 
to the dressing room. Sting followed. 
He was attacked by Ole. Vicious and 
Ole quickly tied him up. Vicious re- 
turned to the ring. Windham followed. 
Vicious got into the ring and quickly 
pinned Windham. 

The NWA had a new World 
champion. The announcement was 
made. The crowd was shocked. Fire- 
works exploded. Balloons dropped 
from the ceiling. 

That’s when Sting sprung into 
action. 

“| couldn’t believe what was hap- 
pening,” Sting said. “! heard the ring 
announcer tell the crowd that Vicious 
was the new NWA World champion, 
and | said to myself, ‘How can that be’? 
’'m in here.’ It was like a bad dream. 

“Well, that’s when the adrenaline 
got rushing,” Sting continued. “I just 


Sid had that eye of the tiger during the first few moments of his big showdown with Sting 
(right). By the time the show was over, he had an entirely different look on his face (below). 


tore off the ropes. They really weren't 
very tight anyway, because Vicious 
and Anderson were in a hurry. | got 
up, ran out, and practically ran right 
into Windham. Man, at first it was like 
seeing double, but | immediately 
knew it was him. And | immediately 
knew what they were up to.” 

Sting, thinking quickly, realized he 
didn’t have time to deal with Wind- 
ham. He ran into the ring and went 
after Vicious. Fortunately, referee 
Nick Patrick had been looking down 
the runway and saw what had hap- 
pened. He ordered the match to con- 
tinue. Seconds later, Sting pinned a 
shocked Vicious to retain the title. 

“It didn't take long to figure out what 
was going on,” said Patrick. “[NWA 
Executive Vice President] Jim Herd 
had warned me before the match to 
watch out for anything suspicious. We 
knew something was up. | made a 
snap decision to continue the match.” 


It was the right move. Quick, 
courageous thinking and action by 
Sting and the referee saved the 
NWA from disaster. 


WHY SID VICIOUS 
SHOULD BE OUTRAGED 

sid Vicious is an outstanding 
wrestler. And for nearly 15 minutes 
on October 27, 1990, in Chicago, he 
was as good a wrestler as NWA 
World champion Sting. 


















= = - 


4 FEBRUARY/2003 a 101 





Little did Sid know at the time of this Hal- 
loween Havoc that he would have to wait 
more than six more years to win that elu- 
sive first world championship. He beat 
Shawn Michaels for the WWF World title at 
Survivor Series 1996. 


Vicious had several pin opportuni- 
ties. For most of the match, he out- 
wrestled Sting. He used his tremen- 
dous strength, desire, and skills to 
great advantage. He showed why 
he’s a champion of the future. 

In fact, it is arguable that Vicious 
would have won the match. Without 
interference by the Horsemen. With- 
out a diabolical plan. 

On his own. 

That's why Vicious should be out- 
raged. 

His own teammates lacked confi- 
dence in him. They didn't believe he 
could win on his own. They tried to 
win it for him. Vicious would have 
been better off by himself. 

“| have to say, Sid wrestled a great 
match,” Sting said. “In retrospect, I’d 
have to believe that at some point, he 
probably wanted to call off the plan. 
Heck, | bet he never wanted the plan 
in the first place. It's really too bad, 
because we were wrestling a classic. 
I'll tell you something, Vicious is in 
with the wrong crowd.” 

Indeed. The Horsemen went to 
great lengths to ensure a Vicious vic- 
tory. Instead, they put a permanent 
blemish on his record. Now the 
whole world thinks Vicious must rely 
on his teammates. 

“| could've been the champion,” 
Vicious lamented after the match. 

How right he was. 


102 « PWla 


























ne Halloween 
ia + ma le! rf - 























) 


ty 
oa! 















te foe 


A he And Wy 
we ie Fea. 






i oC — 

% # | 
oO f 
a a 























FIC 


: a tal 
serious ‘i ‘ i 





rar WoOl 1 
= «6©FTE 











Te@rcine 


ILLUSTRATED | 








' se? 


| 
¢ 4 i i 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling IMustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
li it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
/iiustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 





Pd TKS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
“m= the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
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TD This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
5913/03-02 
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ji, vc Bl | 
I fete been a huge wrestling fan for 
about 15 years. While the WWF was my 
favorite at the beginning, I became a fan of 
ECW in 1994 because of its emphasis on 
the hardcore style and fast-paced technical 
matches over silly storylines. 
Now I feel cheated when wrestlers such 
as Tazz, Justin Credible, and Perry Saturn 


WAVE iF | 


get pinned by a clothesline only a couple of 


minutes into a match that fits neatly be- 
tween commercial breaks. 

That’s why I’m glad to have discovered 
the indy scene. I can see wrestling that’s 
highly entertaining, yet raw and athletic at 
the same time. It’s also cool to talk with 
and get autographs from future stars, 

Thanks, PW/, for covering the 
big leagues as well as the new guys 
who deserve attention. Whether 
you're a fan of sports entertainment, 
hardcore wrestling, or technical 
matchups, PWI/ covers everything. 
Me? I love it all! 

MITCH GIBBS 
Cheshire, CT 








KIDMAN: NEXT HHH? 

Billy Kidman’s talent is being wast- 
ed in WWE, just as it was in WCW. 
It’s hard to believe Kidman won his 
first of six WCW/WWE cruiserweight 
titles on September 14, 1998, and that 
his career hasn’t progressed since, | 
think Kidman should turn heel to grab 
some attention. Who knows, he and 
Torrie Wilson could become the next 
Triple-H and Chyna! 

Otherwise, I think it would be great 
if Kidman were traded from Smack- 
down to Raw. He could have fantastic 
rivalries with RVD and Jeff Hardy. If ) 
Kidman took this route, he could join 
Chris Jericho as the second former 











cruiserweight champ to become a world 
heavyweight champion. 

JASON HYLTON 

Hamilton, Ontario 
0 MORE NEGATIVITY! 
[ am responding to Harry Burkett’s PW/ 
column (“Win, Lose, Or Draw,”” November 
2002) regarding Internet fans. I, too, am frus- 
trated by the negativity from fans online. Be- 
fore TNN was recently added to my cable net- 
work, I had to follow Raw on the wrestling 
Web sites. All I saw were comments such as 
“Boy, was it bad,” “It doesn’t get much worse 
than this,” and my favorite, “It’s starting to 
look like WCW all over again.” 


Billy Kidman should either turn heel or try to get himself 
traded to the Raw brand if he wants to see his career 
jump-started. At least that’s the opinion of Jason Hylton. 


When I finally saw Raw for myself, I 
realized it wasn’t nearly as bad as all that 
negativity made it seem. Maybe these 
fans think they’re cool by complaining 
about everything. 

Real fans should be more supportive. 
WWE is doing four hours of prime time 
TV shows every week (not counting sec- 
ondary shows), plus three more hours 
each month on pay-per-view. That’s 244 
hours of Raw, Smackdown, and PPVs 
per year. In contrast, the average TV sit- 
com has only 22 half-hour episodes, 
which results in 11 hours per year. That 
means WWE writers have 22 times the 
amount of hours to fill. 

Despite what many smart fans think, 
they could never handle that workload. 
Give WWE a break! 

JOHN GIBBONS 
Brando3 162000@ yahoo.com 


LIVIN’ ON THE EDGE 


I think Edge is so awesome. Just look 
at how quickly he returned following a 
shoulder injury that many thought would 
take six months to heal. I really believe 
in Edge because I’ve never seen anyone 
work so hard. Edge has an inner strength, 
and I’m not just talking about his mus- 
cles (which I admit are quite nice). ’m 
talking about the strength of his mind! 
Obviously he has an incredible ability to 
focus on his matches. 

As his theme says, Edge is “never 
gonna stop’! His intelligence and inten- 
sity make him a natural for wrestling. 
Edge is hungry for this business, and he 
isn't done eating! 

DEE BRUNELLE 
Lowell, MA 


’ PWI Hotline Extra! 


STUNG BY SMART FANS 


I recently read an Internet message 
board that infuriated me. The topic read, 
“Where did Sting go wrong?” These 
smart fans had the gall to say Sting never 
lived up to expectations and that he was 
not one of the all-time greats. Since 
when does company loyalty prevent a 
wrestler from joining the pantheon of 
sports entertainment? 

Look at his track record from 1988 to 
1997, the prime years of his career. He 
defeated every major star in WCW, in- 
cluding Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steamboat, Rick Rude, 
Nikita Koloff, Vader, Lex Luger, Mick 
Foley, and The Great Muta (Keiji Muto), 
So what if he lost to Bubba Rogers? He 
won the rematch! 

Sting and Ric Flair will be remem- 
bered as the two greatest wrestlers in 
WCW history. Sting’s win over Flair on 
the final Nitro was the only appropriate 
ending to the World Championship 
Wrestling story. 

I’m sorry that fans never had a chance 
to bid him a proper goodbye. Thank you 
for the memories, Sting. 

ANTHONY O’BIER 
Sanndman2287 15@aol.com 


TNA MAKES A FAN'S DAY 


For every ECW fan who misses 
those remarkable RVD-Jerry Lynn 
matches, your wait is over. Desperate 
for an alternative to WWE, I finally 
bought an NWA-TNA PPV. That 
night, | watched a special highlight 
show of the X division. Until then, I 
had only read about NWA-TNA in 
PWI and didn’t agree with the concept 


Your answerstoourquestionoftheweek! | §§= 


Question of the Week: Did Ric Flair make the right decision when he helped Triple-H retain the 
Raw title at Unforgiven? (September 24 to September 30, 2002) 
Hotline callers respond: “| saw Flair’s heel turn coming when Triple-H started to needle him 


about being a failure,” said Bill Culley of Jackson, Tennessee. “Flair turns heel every time fans get 


close fo him, and who can argue with his success?” 


“Flair will be remembered as a legend within wrestling, yet he'll never be a mainstream star 
like The Rock or Hulk Hogan,” commented Bess Myers of Crosby, North Dakota. “That's because he 


always spoils his own popularity.” 


Responded Steve Alton of Marfa, Texas: “He tried to steal the spotlight at Unforgiven. But now 





he’s in Triple-H's shadow. I'm sure nobody remembers that Flair was Scott Steiner's manager in 
WCW's Magnificent Seven. This will be just as forgettable.” 








Like many of those who enjoy watching 
NWA-TNA pay-per-views, reader Robin 
Clifford especially likes watching X divi- 
sion standouts such as Red. 


of shelling out $9.95 per week to watch 
anew promotion. 

But with talented stars such as Low- 
Ki, A.J. Styles, The Amazing Red, and 
the most underrated wrestler ever, Jerry 
Lynn, it was well worth it. These guys 
are simply amazing, I mean Rey 
Misterio amazing. 

If a cable network picks up TNA, 
we could see another ratings war in a 
couple of years. 

ROBIN CLIFFORD 
Windham, ME 


THIS IS AN ORDER! 

During my current tour of duty on 
the U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln CVN-72, I 
have thought about how neat it would 
be for WWE to do a special show for 
America’s hard-working military. [f it 
isn’t possible to hold a pay-per-view 
from a Navy carrier, then why not host 
a Raw, Smackdown, or PPV with a 
patriotic theme? 

I can’t think of a better way to in- 
spire all of our troops as we fight terror- 
ism abroad. 

JOSHUA P. LABRIE, USN 
Vfal 13.labrie Joshua@lincoln.navy.mil | 
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raster 





Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER! Complete your collection of the 
most respected wrestling publication in the world! 
Supplies are limited, so don’t delay—order today! 





Dec. 1978: The Injury Andre The Giant Musi Keep 
Secret. Also: Blackjack Mulligan, Brisco & Spoiler, 
Dino Brave, Dick Murdoch, Tully Blanchard, Victor 
Rivera, Heenan & Bockwinkel, Rocky Johnson, Race: 
Funk. 

March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno’s 
“Interlerence” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? Also: 
Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter Maivia, Bob Orton 
Jr., Bockwinkel-Rhodes, Briseo-Race, Crusher 
Blackwell, Lewin-T. Fung. 

May 197% Paul Jones-Aick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan. Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera, 

duly 1979: Ernie Ladd's Claim: “Mr. Wrestling ll Uses 
A Loaded Mask!” Also: Backlund-Race, Andre-Baker, 
Bruno Sammartino, Nick Bockwinkel, Dick Slater, 
Sonny King, Valiants, Stan Hansen 

Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For Rick 
Sleamboal. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar Graham, 
Backlund-Brower, Cyclone Negro, Greg Gagne, The 
Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo, Mil Mascaras, Hussein 
Arab, 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Yon Erich, 
Dibtase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, 
Mr. Wrestling Il, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: Stevens 
& Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! Also: 
Kerry Voo Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick 
Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, Keimn-Muraco, Samoans, 
Wrestling I!-ldol, 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “| Want To Break 
Stan Hansen's Weck!” Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & 
Martel, Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper- 
Supersiar, Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich 

Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Fernandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri Title 
From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. Wrestling I, Pedro 
Morales, Superstar Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race, 
Rick McGraw. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 
Race-Paléera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, 
Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling ll, Bravo-Bockwinkel, 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family Al War? Why Terry 
Funk And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. 
Also: Backlund-Patterson-Mosea, Harley Race, Albodes- 
Khan, Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

dan. 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar: Can Tommy 
Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? Also: Kiwis, 
Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras-Sleamboal, Sullivan- 
Taylor, Bruno Sammartino. 

March 1962: U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. Former 
NWA Champion Race: How Harley Race's Attempt To 
Win An “Easy” Tille Ended In Disaster, Also: Jimmy 
Snuka, Alair-idol, Steve Keirn, Steamboat-Pattarson, 
Fujl-Albano-Saito, Bruno Sammartino Jr., Bruiser- 
Sullivan, 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr. Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawler-Kauiman, Mike Graham 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's 
Champlonship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine: 
Allas, Bob Roop, Armsirongs, Jolin Studd, Eric Embry 
dune 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
NWA Bell Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Armstrong. Hussein Arab, Bruno 
Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982: Harley Rate—His Destiny ts In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buez Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982: Dusly Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback Thal Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Nov. 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Betler? Also; Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Souka, Brian Blair, 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve 
To Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr., 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, 
J¥D-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 


Jan. 1983: Iwan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pleces? Also: 
Barry Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick 
Bockwinkel, Flair-Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous 
Kangaroos. 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Tille From Otto Wanz. Aiso: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, 
Martel & Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Low Albano? Also: 
Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 
Ladd & Rhodes, Flair-Orndortt. 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose 
His Challengers? Also: Ivan Kololl, Bruiser Brody, 
Kerry Von Erich, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, 
Gagnes-Martel, 

July 1983: Ric Flair: “1 Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Afraid Of." Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan, 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back, Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Etlering, Mulligan 
& Windham 

Nov. 1983: Targel—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freabirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Tithe Was 
Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry 
Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & 
Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura 

July 1984: Tommy Rich is Back! And He Owes It All 
To The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation 
inc., Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillan, MeDaniel-Race 
Sept. 1984: Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA World 
Tille: For David ... For Texas ... For Wrestling! Also: 
Road Warriors-Bundy & Superstar, Johnson & Allas- 
Piper & Omdortl, Billy Jack-Sawyer, 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge 
Match: Billy Jack Gels Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Von Erichs. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat 


Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End it... Or Make lt Worse? 


Also: Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas. 0. Funk, Mike Von 
Erich, Wilkams-Taylor, 

Jan, 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair's NWA 
Tithe Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper, 
Kolotis & Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, 
Scott McGhee, 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tilo Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... Bul Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors- 
Sheepherders, Flair-Billy Jack, Nikita Kolofl. 

April 1985: Sie-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering 
vs. Ahodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, 
tomorrow's Stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, 
Terminators. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Aulebreakers Singling Gul 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: ébyszko- 
Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tammy Rich, Oliver- 
Haynes. 

July 1985: It's A Dog's Lite ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backiund-Martel, 
Kernodie-Koloft, Butch Raed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also; Terry Taylor, Magnum 
T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Shelk & Volkofi-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 


Oct. 1965: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot: Ric 


Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid Ot!" 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel. Kendall Windham, 
George Steele. Killer Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time 
flop 10 

dune 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum 7.4. How To Beal Ale Flair!” Also: Steve 
Williams. Hogan-(rton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 
Nov. 1966: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreel 





U.S.A.: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Onndortf, Mike Von Erich, 
Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, Gilbert & 
Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinke. 
Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan's Biller Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted 
Difiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Robarts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkot, Terry Gordy, 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Kolotf's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Sieamboat, Jimmy Souka 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superfewd! Also: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Paul Omdortl, Rhodes & Munioch, Steve 
Williams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsamen, Nikita-Cormette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Aliso: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Kololfs, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans" 
Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting- 
Gilbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, Zbys7ko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler, 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Willams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors 
Will Turn Bad In 1966! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt 
Henney, Quggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Withoul 
The NWA Bell!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, 
Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lawier, Terry Taylor. 

March 1986: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beal Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Slarrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class: Wrestling’s Greatest Day! Also: 
Midnight Rockers, Luger-Horsemen, Santana & Martel, 
MeCaniel-Hennig, Bobby Eaton, 

dune 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
fenk, Kenry-Gordy, Ted Difiase, Nikita Koboff. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Tille Power Shift! Also 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1983: The Fanlastics Declare: “We Will Not 
Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express!” 
Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

Jan, 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, 
Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

Feb. 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Ousty, & The 
Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Madusa Miceli, Blue 
Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, Eddie Gilbert, 
March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Oon'l Say Snake!” Also: 


| Jett Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Pair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 


Hercules, tron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslawght? Also: Britesh Bulldogs, 
Road Wartiors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, 
Mike Rotunda. 

May 1989: Rick Steamboal—Champion; Rick 
Steamboal—Challenger: Which is Better? Also: Sid 
Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, Savage-Hogan, Samoan Swat 
Team, Wendi Richter. 

June 1989: Ultimale Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zhyszko, Luger- 
Windham by Sting, Ric Flair. 

duly 1989; Dino Bravo; The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Atco: Flair-Steamboat, Rides & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Ol WrestleMania V And Clash OF 
Champions Vi. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage 





Great Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Lary dbyszko, Jerry Lawter. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beetcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes- 
Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Still! Also: Mr. 7 & Von Enchs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sot 
SGughier. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Aso: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, P.¥. Ghu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “| Quill—One War Ends, 
Two More Begin, Also: Nikita Kototl, Survivor Series, 
Steners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. Also: 
Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heenan. Billy Travis, Badd 
Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: Running A 
Parallel Course To Grealness. Also: Von Erichs, Big 
Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk Hogan, Mark Callous. 
July 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair. 
Doom, Tully Blanchard, 


| Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Il; You Can Make It 


Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
fbyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why 
He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack 
Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry- 
Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan ws. Earthquake: Exclusive 
Summersiam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Rie Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chris 
Von Erich, 

Nov. 1990: The Luger-Sting Rivalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also: Harley Race, Lawler-Dundee, 
Brutus Beefcake, Hennig-Von Erich, Southern Boys, 
Dec. 1990 (Special Issue): Summersiam! Exclusive 
Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan Hansen, Arn 
Anderson, Ultimate Warrior, Vie Steamboat, Scott 
Puiski 

Feb, 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax"! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta- 
Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & 
Express, Norman, 

March 1991: Warning To The UWitimale Warrior: 
Roddy Piper Wants You! Also; Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette 
& Express, Teddy Long, Sunmvor Series, Scott Norton. 
April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges Thal 
Remain. Also: Ted (Biase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, 
Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF O! The 
Stench Ol Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk, 

June 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich. 

July 1991: Gan Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” OF 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: Ul Sol. Slaughter Said “i'm Sorry” ... 
Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: Luger- 
Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Potfo, Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wing The Title—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair 
vs. Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The 
Century? Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, 
Cactus Jack. 

Jan. 1992: The LOD’s Championship Calastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 
B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: Mciahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: 
Ron Simmons, Tito Saniana, Bob Backlund, R. Steiner 
Abdullah 

March 1992: Alter Survivor Series & Tuesday In 
Texas: Has The WWF Tille Suflered irreparable 
Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, Anderson & Brurser, 
Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, Jett Jarrett, 


| April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 


Magic is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Orndorti, Lady %, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels 
& Jannetty. 

Dec. 1992: He's Bagaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers 
Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, 
Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Riock 'n’ Rolls. 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men... Ric Flair's 
Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him At 
WrestleMania VIII? Also: Anderson & Eaton, Roddy 
Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen. 

dune 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW lites, Koko B. Ware. 

duly 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do": For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Bell Means Failure: Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania's 
Accidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, 
Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, JD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept, 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Tille 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, 
Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondogs 

Oet. 1992: British Bulldog & Wilimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned Al SummerSlam, Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, 
Sting. 

Now. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curl Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, 
sting, Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

dan, 1993: Sling Tums Sadistic: “Hurting Jake Makes 
Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers- 
Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chong. 

Feb, 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sol, Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

April 1993 Whal's In? Whal's Out? Also: Razor 
Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Talanka, Brian 
Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & 
Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 

Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: t's Nol Over Yet! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marly Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan, 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any 
Way You Cook ll, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude-Fiair, 
Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Cornette, Jeny Lawler, Hansen 
& 7. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, 
Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

duly 1994: Ric Flair vs, Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Souka, Jim Crockeit's 
WIN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret’s Nighimare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon. 

Sept, 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywwood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhowse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy. 


Nov, 1994: Hulk Hogan's New Commandments: Say 
Prayers, Take Vitamins ... And Kick Butt! Also: Gwen- 
Bret, Lord Steven Regal, Johnny B. Badd, Jerry Lawter, 
Mikey Whipwreck. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny 6. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan- 

March 1995 (Special lssue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF '95- 
WWF ‘85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: imagine Wresiling Today Il... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler- 
Comette, 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also: 
Marly Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Tayler, Bill 
Dundes. 

Sept. 1995 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Sting, Funk-Cactus, Flair-Hogan, Razor Ramon, 
Undertaker. 


| Oct, 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, Austin 


& Piliman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie, 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issue): 20Shawn Michaels: Too 
Good To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling rulebook, 
Vega-Ramon, Mama Cormette, Kamala-Duggan, Big 
Van Vader. 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Cornette, Am Anderson, 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Brel, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ale Flair. 
dune 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Heigh!! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘1’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Piilman, Konnan, 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has The 
Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do With Il! Also: 
Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, Booty Man-Sullivan, 
Mabel 


Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki- 
Sleinars & Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue 
Meanie. 

Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenia, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WOW: Top 10 
Faceotl! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & 
Sable, Goldust, Sandman, 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Sel To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
Jan. 1997: it Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-Bulldog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Slore For Them! Also; Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Mistério Jr, Kevin Nash. 

duly 1997: Intighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malanko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Sepl. 1997 (Special Issue); WWF Midyear Report: 


| Plus: NWO, Shavwn-8ret, football players, Terry & Dory 


Funk, Luna 








Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels; How Low 
Will They Go? Also: Paul €. Dangerously, DOP & 
Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jet Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Sevem. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceor! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 


| Christopher. 


Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then Hogan: 
Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1996: “We've Won!" Maybe ... Bul Can The 
NWO Handle lls Own Success? Also: Kan Shamrock. 
Sleiners-Warnors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vinee! I's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 6 tourney. 

Sept. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report: 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard ts No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov, 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarratt- 
Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceotl! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 
Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wile. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

dan. 1999: Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Riock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way file matches. 

Fel. 1999: Holt Rocks! The Anger Thal Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Erie Bisehotf, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
While Lie? Also: DOP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve Austin, 
Mankind 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
Sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Alc Flair: The 10 Feats He 
Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: Rocky 
Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz 
Section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... I's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misteno Jr., Ken Shamrock, ODP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man ts Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Qwen Hart, Vader, Sable, 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDOP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show- 
McMahons, Disco Infemo, Keirn & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The WcMahons His Pawns? Also: Stainers, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, Nagoya 
Ogawa. 

Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWE vs. WOW: Top 10 
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Faceof! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie, 

Hol. 1999: Belore The WWF Can Sell ... Read Whal 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axl & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWEIWCWIECW women. 

Feb, 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
-- “Pul A Sock In Il"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000; Can The WWF Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Mos! Mistrusted McMahon 
Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Flair, 
Kurt Angle, Rhino. 

dune 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Slory? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jef Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Altack Saved The 
WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & Rhino, 
Cyrus 

Sepl. 2000 (Special issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, 
Chyna, Or, Sam Sheppard, 

Oct. 2000: ls Chyna Robbing Eddie Ol His Latino 
Heal? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Flair. 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear lssue—Aock-Benoil, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg, 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Dafiney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 
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ve 
dan. aa: WWE Bralt-titude! Does Steph Always Gel 
Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley. Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson. 
March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Mol! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
MciMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 
May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Govino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 
July 2007: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Siore! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, 
Undertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 
Sept. 2007: The Rock's Choice: Honor Over Glory! 
Also: WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, 
Shane-WCW, TCL Il, Scott Hall, Vince McMahon, Chris 
Jericho, 
Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudleys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benort, Dusty Rlvodes, Lita, WWF top tier. 
Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-Jericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 
March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Alm Ai The WWF! Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in ‘02, 
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PWI official ratings 


For period ended October 12, 2002 





TOP 10 


BROCK LESNAR 

295, Minneapolis, MN 

(1) WWE Smackdown champion 
TRIPLE-H 

269, Greenwich, CT 

(2) WWE Raw champion 

KANE 

304, parts unknown 

(-) WWE Intercontinental champion 
GENICHIRO TENRYU 

235, Tokyo, Japan 

(3) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
THE UNDERTAKER 

304, Dallas, TX 

(5) No. 1 contender: WWE Smackdown title 
RON KILLINGS 

} 230, Charlotte, NC 


TAG TEAMS 


THE HURRICANE & KANE 

Combined weight 514 pounds 

(-) WWE Raw tag team champions 

MASA CHONO & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
Combined weight 505 pounds 

— (2) IWGP International tag team champions 
EDDIE & CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 

Combined weight: 433 pounds 

-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 





JUN AKIYAMA & AKITOSHI SAITO 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
{-) GHC tag team champions 
JAMAL & ROSIE 

Combined weight: 763 pounds 

=) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 








CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(-) NWA tag team champions ; 
KURT ANGLE & CHRIS BENOIT 
Combined weight: 457 pounds 
(=) No. 2 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
BRIAN ADAMS & BRYAN CLARK 
Combined weight 622 pounds 
(5) All-Japean International tag team champions 
BILLY GUNN & CHUCK PALUMBO 
Combined weight: 524 pounds 
(4) No. 3 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
SHELTON BENJAMIN & REDD DOGG 
Hah hie Combined weight: 485 pounds 
Kane (10) OVW Southern tag team champions 





MITSUHARU MISAWA 
228, Ashikaga, Japan 
(-) GHC heavyweight champion 
ROB VAN DAM 
) 237, Battle Creek, MI 


(4) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw fille 


CHRIS BENOIT 
224, Edmonton, Alberta 
=) No. 2 contender: WWE Smackdown title 





YUJI NAGATA 
228, Tokyo, Japan — 
9 





WWE RAW WWESMACKDOWN | OVW HWA 
Raw Champion: | Smackdown Champion: OVW Champion: HWA Champion: 
TRIPLE-H | BROCK LESNAR NOVA MATT STRYKER 
(C) 269, Greenwich, CT (C) 295, Minneapolis, MN (C) 214, Bricktown, NJ (1) 220, Cincinnati, OH 
1—KANE 1—THE UNDERTAKER 1—D0UG BASHAM 1—CHET JABLONSKI 
(7) 304, parts unknown (1) 304, Dallas, TX (1) 241, Louisville, KY (3) 230, Buffalo, NY 
2—ROB VAN DAM 2— CHRIS BENOIT 2—DAMAJA 2—B.J. WHITMER 
(i) 237, Battle Creek, MI (3) 224, Edmonton, Alberta (4) 240, Seymour, IN (2) 210, Owensboro, KY 
J—BOOKERT 3—EDGE J3—FLASH 3—CODY HAWK 
(3) 250, Houston, TX (4) 240, Toronto, Ontario (6) 225, Detroit, MI (C) 220, Malibu Beach, CA 
4—CHRIS JERICHO 4—KURT ANGLE 4—ROB CONWAY 4—RORY FOX 
(2) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba (2) 233, Pittsburgh, PA (5) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (6) 205, Watkins, IA 
J—BUH BUH RAY DUDLEY J—RIKISHI J— TRAVIS BANE J—NIGEL MCGUINNESS 
(6) 325, Massapequa, NY (7) 424, San Francisco, CA [-) 285, Tombstone, AZ (4) 220, London, England 
6—JEFF HARDY G6—REY MISTERIO JR. 6—MARK JINDRAK 6—PSYCHO SARGE 
[5] 209, Cameron, NC (5) 163, San Diego, CA (8) 253, Auburn, NY (7) 210, Camp Lejeune, NC 
7—WILLIAM REGAL | 7—JAMIE NOBLE 1—SEVEN 7J—MATT DILLINGER 
(-) 257, Blackpool, England (6) 190, Hanover, WV (10) 278, Memphis, TN (10) 203, Rockdale, TN 
8—GOLDUST S—EDDIE GUERRERO 8—MATT MORGAN 8—BROTHER CLAY 
[-} 263, Austin, TX (8) 223, El Paso, TX | (-) 330, Fairfield, CT (9) 225, Memphis, TN 
9—THE BIG SHOW 9—MATT HARDY §—LANCE CADE 9—DEAN JABLONSKI 
(10) 485, Aiken, SC (9) 213, Cameron, NC (9) 253, San Antonio, TX (8) 280, Buffalo, NY 
10—TEST 10—JOHN CENA 10—REDD DOGG 10—THE HUSSLA 
(?) 282, Toronto, Ontario (10) 260, Los Angeles, CA (-) 240, Lafayette, LA (-) 185, North Dayton, OH 
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Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the 
ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 





ALL STAR PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Seth Shai; 1—JPW; 2—Shea Wright; 3— 
Tim Swiney; 4—Ricky Jackson; 5—Justin Walker; 6—Wade Walker, 7—Chuck Murphy; 
8—Kris Childs; 9—Enigma; 10—Darin Childs. 


APOCALYPSE WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Slade; 1—Jaguar Vijay Singh; 
2—Jerrick Miller; 3—$.).L.K.; 4—James Champagne; 5—Arizona; 6—Asylum; 7— 
Kevin Grace; 8—Billy Flynn; 9—Joey Knight; 10—Robin Knightwing. 


CENTRAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Syxe; 1—Mongoose; 2—Terry Alan; 
3—Jimmy Justice; 4—J-lce; 5—Tommy Green; 6—Maddawg; 7—Miss Diamond; 8— 
Bo Johnson; 9—G'Anita Johnson; 10—Rainbow Kid. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Red: 1—Japanese Pool Boy; 
2—Prince Nana; 3—Cheetah Master; 4—Low-Ki; 5—Xavier, 6—Striker; 7—Johnny 
Heartbreaker; 8—Mr. Ooh La La; 9—Mozart Fontaine; 10—Rob Eckos. 


GULF COAST WRESTLING: Champion—Stone Man; 1—Mustang Mike; 2—Gil the 
Thrill; 3—Brion Hart; 4—Chris Addias; 5—Psycho Mike; 6—Big John Steele; 7—Omega 
Storm; 8—Major Payne; 9—Justin Stone; 10—Vito Buttafuco. 


MAINE EVENT WRESTLING: Champion—itle Vacant; 1—Jerry Lawler; 2—Tiger 
Khon; 3—Brion Christopher; 4—Reckless Youth; 5—Mike Quackenbush; 6—Don 
Montoya; 7—Adam Booker; 8—Chi Chi Cruz; 9—Mike Preston; 10—Johnny Curtis. 


MASON DIXON WRESTLING: Champion—Mason Hunter; 1—Brock Singleton; 2— 
Lubov; 3—Bobby Blaze; 4—Punchy McGee; 5—Daron Smythe; 6—Nikita Allonov; 7— 
Johnny Blast; 8—Dirk Ciglar; 9—Latin Tornado; 10—Kid Apollo. 


OKLAHOMA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Vinnie Valentino; 1—Outcast; 
2—Rocco Valentino; 3—Brian Lakewood; 4—Big Daddy Moore; 5—Michael Faith; 6— 
Anthony Jackson; 7—Karl Davis; 8—Terry Montana; 9—LJustin Lee; 10—Brandon Groom. 


RHODE ISLAND WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Danger Boy Alfredo; 1—Wolverine; 
2—Lee Norfolk; 3—Moel; 4—Danny Boy O'Callahan; 5—Lord Davios; 6—Bill Thomas; 7— 
Derek Greenlee; 8—Joson Rumble; 9—Trooper Gilmore; 10—Romie McFarland. 


TOP ROPE CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Tatanka; 1—Robby Royce; 
2—Chi Chi Cruz; 3—Darien Karisma; 4—The Axe; 5—Steve Cox; 6—T,J. Bratt; 7— 
Scotty Styles; 8—J.P. Kaos; 9—Zack Mercury; 10—Big Cliff. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Magnum T.R.; 1—The Stro; 
2—Steve Michaels; 3—Boris Dragoff: 4—Bo Dupp; 5—Aaron Devil; 6—Granite; 7— 
Malaki; 8—Tyrone Knox; 9—Big Law Man; 10—Mo Money. 


WORLD CLASS WRESTLING 2000: Champion—Doink the Clown; 1—Ricky Jackson; 
2—Seth Shai; 3—Shea Wright; 4—Zone Morris; 5—Robert Christian Jordan; 6-— 
Kamala; 7—Prince Taylor; 8—Darin Childs; 9—Kris Childs; 10—Mike Payne. 


NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 
RON KILLINGS RON KILLINGS 
(C) 230, Charlotte, NC (C) 230, Charlotte, NC 
{—HOTSTUFF HERNANDEZ +-SYKK-PAC 
(2) 280, Houston, TX (-) 221, Minneapolis, MN 
2—KEN SHAMROCK 2—fJ. STYLES 
(1) 249, San Bernardino, CA (4) 202, Gainesville, GA 
3—AJ. STYLES 3—IJERRY LYNN 
(6) 202, Gainesville, GA (1) 216, Minneapolis, MN 
4—PAUL ATLAS 4—JEFF JARRETT 
[-) 225, Los Angeles, CA (2) 230, Nashville, TN 
J—DAN SEVERN o—LOW-KI 
(5) 262, Coldwater, MI (3) 170, Brooklyn, NY 
6—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 6—BRIAN LAWLER 
(4) 287, Gifu, Japan (6) 230, Memphis, TN 
T—JOHNNY MOSS 1—B.6. JAMES 
(7) 240, Egremont, England (-) 261, Marietta, GA 
8—SPYDER 6—CURT HENNIG 
(8) 225, New York, NY [-) 242, Minneapolis, MN 
§—].P. BLACK D KASH 
(9) 230, San Antonio, TX (10) 202, Johnson City, TN 
10—PRESTON QUINN 


(-) 240, Gloucester, VA 


RED 
(9) 147, Brooklyn, NY 


(9) 310, Tokyo, Japan 


1—GENICHIRO TENRYU 

(I | 235, Tokyo, Japan I—HECTOR GARZA 

AllJapan Triple Crown champion (1) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 
9—MITSUHARU MISAWA AAA heavyweight champion 

(6) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 2—UNIVERSO DOS Mil 

GHC heavyweight champion (2) 240, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—VUJI NAGATA CMLL heavyweight champion 

(3) 228, Tokyo, Japan 3—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 

IWGP heavyweight champion (5) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
4—KEIII MUTO 4—TARZAN BOY 

(4) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (-) 218, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—IJUN AKIYAMA J—BLACK TIGER 

(8) 225, Hiroshima, Japan (3) 193, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—KOJI KANEMOTO 6—FELINO 

(-) 205, Osaka, Japan (10) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—MASA CHONO 7—DR. WAGNER JR. 

(7) 235, Tokyo, Japan (8) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—YOSHINARI OGAWA 8—BLACK WARRIOR 

(-) 202, Fichigi, Japan (6) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—KENDO KA SHIN 5—LATIN LOVER 

[-) 195, Tokyo, Japan (4) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 

10—TADAO YASUDA 10—1A PARKA 


(7) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
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‘Pat iS back! All of you who loved to chant “X-Pac sucks! 
X-Pac sucks!” at WWE events during the last few years have to 
travel to Nashville now if you feel the need to carry on that tra- 
dition. Just weeks after being released 
from his WWE contract, X-Pac (as Syxx- 
Pac) showed up in NWA-TNA as a fan 
favorite. He has since become an ally of 
other WWF exiles Scott Hall, B.G. 
James (Road Dogg), and Curt Hennig. 

And now, not only is he one of NWA- 
TNA’s most prominently featured fan 
favorites, he’s the X division champion. A 
complicated series of events led to Syxx- 
Pac’s win on October 9, just before press time. First, Sonny 
Siaki injured reigning champ Jerry Lynn’s knee and ankle 
when he attacked him while Lynn was cutting a promo. Siaki 
threw Lynn off the entrance ramp and into a steel guardrail. 
Then, with Lynn unable to compete, Ace Steele won a four- 
way, 15-minute “Ironman” match to supposedly earn a shot at 
A.J. Styles (Lynn’s scheduled opponent) for the vacant X title. 

But since Steele’s win was tainted by the interference of 
manager Mortimer Plumtree, NWA-TNA Commissioner 
Bob Armstrong ordered a match between Steele and Low-Ki, 
the man screwed over by Plumtree’s interference. The winner 
of that was to face Styles for the X title. Steele’s use of a chair 
against Low-Ki in that match seemed to result in him getting a 
countout win, but that decision was reversed, so Low-Ki won 
by disqualification. 

Sick of all the problems caused by all the X division wres- 
tlers that night, Armstrong then threw up his hands and said all 
the X division wrestlers in the back could come out and chal- 
lenge Styles in a ladder match for the title. Five people took him 
up on that offer, and Syxx-Pac made it six when, near the end 
of the bout, he ran out and suplexed Styles off the ladder, 
climbed it himself, and grabbed the belt for the win. 

It was a little too brief to be considered one of the greatest 
performances of Syxx-Pac’s career, but NWA-TNA officials 
allowed the decision to stand and gave him the gold. Although 
he got the number-one spot in the NWA-TNA ratings—below 
only NWA heavyweight champ Ron Killings—we opted to 
leave him out of our overall Top 10. But if he turns in a few 
more very inspired performances, we can certainly see him 
making that Top LO in future issues. We can also envision him 
challenging Killings for Ais championship soon. 





SYXx-Pac 
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Every month, this column will tell fans how we 
go about rating over 200 wrestlers in 22 
different categories. It is a behind-the-scenes 
look at the most important-and respected- 
ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


What about Cena? Three months ago, we used a portion 
of this space to sing the praises of WWE newcomer John 
Cena, the former Prototype of Ohio Valley Wrestling. After 
toiling in the developmental system for the longest time, 
Cena had finally made his debut on WWE TY, and he was an 
instant hit with fans. Showdowns with Kurt Angle and 
Chris Jericho and some interaction with The Undertaker 
had a lot to do with that, of course. 

Then, just as suddenly as his push got 
started, it ended. He followed up a clean 
pinfall win over Jericho at Vengeance in 
late-July with ... well ... we're still wait- 
ing for him to follow up on that big vic- 
tory. He hasn’t wrestled on a pay-per- 
view since. Instead of being in or close 
to the main events of Smackdown every 
Thursday night, he gets relegated to 
Velocity or virtually meaningless matches on one of Smack- 
down’ s early segments. 

And if he’s not teaming with developmental wrestlers in 
six-man bouts on house shows, he’s trading wins with the all- 
but-forgotten Albert. A few months ago, it was interesting to 
compare his push with that of Brock Lesnar and to speculate 
about whether they might begin a rivalry that would one day 
match that of Triple-H vs. The Rock. Now it is obvious that 
at least a few of his fellow former developmental wrestlers— 
Randy Orton, Batista, Victoria, and even Tough Enough's 
Christopher Nowinski and Nidia come to mind—have 
jumped ahead of him. And no one seems to have a good 
explanation as to why WWE higher-ups have apparently lost 
faith in him. 

Cena was fortunate to even make the Smackdown brand's 
top 10 this month (he came in at number 10). It’s possible 
that WWE is simply allowing Cena to gain a little more 
experience in low-pressure situations before pushing him to 
the top. But the longer he continues to stumble through for- 
gettable matches so low on cards, the harder it will be to por- 
tray him as a major player in the eyes of fans in the future. 





John Cena 


That's it for NOW! As always, if you have any questions 
or comments regarding our ratings or what you see here, we 
want to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, 
PA 19034, LI 
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Check Out Fhis Shot! 


You don’t learn how to get out of holds like 
this at Harvard, kid! Christopher Nowinski, 
a runner-up in the original Tough Enough 


competition, got stretched time after time by — 
trainers Al Snow and Tazz during his quest — 
| to earn a WWE contract, yet we think we're | 
_ safe in assuming he never got tied up in the | 
Haas of pain. Although Nowinski is a regu- 


lar on the Raw roster, he made the trip to 
Ohio Valley Wrestling headquarters in 
Louisville for OVW’'s “Fall Brawl” card in 


September. He probably wished he hadn’t | 


when R.C. (Charlie) Haas forced him into 
submission with this unorthodox new finish- 
er. Haas of Pain is, by the way, the same 
name he gave to a double-team finisher he 
used to employ when teaming with his 
brother, Russ, who died last year. 
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